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The Holy Spirit.

o — e

1t is abundantly clear from the Holy Quran that the holy spirib
h the chosen ones of God and that they

e, we learn from the Holy Book that the
peliever. Of the verses which clearly

keeps constant company Wil
never part with it. Nay wor
holy spirit is granted to every true
bear on this subject is the following: b la Lake Lot s JS' ;) «Over
every soul there is a pretector,” which means that Almighty God
has appointed a protecting angel for every soul which keeps back
Satan and saves the soul frem error and destruction. This is the
holy spirit which in the case of the chosen ones of God makes Satan

quite powetless. This is clearly stated in ancther verse of the Holy

Quran which runs thus: Unku r.v:\_L: R R R In this
verse Almighty God tells Satan that he cannot have any power ovVer
Hi§ chosen servants. This is because the holy spirit is always with
them, and therefore they are not left for a single moment in the
power of Satan. Even if we take 15 la in the first® verse to mean the
guardian angel over the body of every human being, the conclusion
cannct be escaped that this verse also speaks of the guardian angel
over the soul. For, it cannot be conceived that a man should have
_guardian angels in perpetual attendance upon him physically, bus
" that spiritually no such arrangement should have been made for his
protection. As a matter of fact, the protection of the soul is a matter
of far greater consequence than ‘the protection of the body, for the

effect of the former extends to eternity, while that of the latter is
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merely ephemeral. The mereiful and gracious God who has out of
His unbounded mercy been so considerate for the physical require-
ments of man, cannot be supposed to have utterly neglected the
requirements of his spirit. All this shows that Almighty God has
appointed a guardian angel for the spiritual protection of the righte-
ous, and this is in other words called the holy spirit.

Verses upoun the above. subject abound in: the Holy Quran. The
following are & few of them: ol ) e ), sbia  Sile Jo g
and alJ) o) o & Shamy dala e g 8 0 R 0 Ldam &) v-lhich
vespectively mean: ¢ And over you are guardians,” “ Almighty
God sends over you the guarding angels,” and * There are for:
him watchers on every side, i.e., physically as well as spiritually,
which protect him by the command of God.” Under this verse,

the author of the Ma'alim (» commentary of the Holy Quran), cites.

a tradition to the effect that an angel has charge over every human
being which keeps constant company with him and protects him im
the state of wakefulness as well as sleep from the devils and other evils.
Ibn-i-Jareer also quotes several traditions, in one of which it is stated
that there are angels which constantly live with a man to protect him
from evils, and in another that there is no man for whose protection am:
angel is not appointed to. keep constant company with. him, while
in a third tradition it is related that a number of angels. al ways,
remains with him to sgrve him in various ways, while Satan and his.
children, day and night, lie in ambush for him. The following
sradition is also related by the same author in this connection :
«Abdulia reports that the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings:
of God be upon: him, said :  There is none of you with whom. there is.
ot an associate from among the Jinns and an associate from among
the angels.” The companion asked, ‘and thou too, O Prophet of God,
bast thou too such associates ?’ And the Holy Prophet answered: ‘I
too have such associates but Almighty God has made my agsociate:
from among the Jinns obedient to me, so. that he does not lead: me to.
aught but virtue and goodness.’” This tradition establishes in clear

and conclusive words that as there is always with a man an inviter to.
F

evil, so there is also constantly with him an inviter to. goodness
Indeed it would have been a great blot apon Divine mercy and good-
gess if God had appointed for man ome who were to insinuate evik

&



o

1904) THE HOLY SP RIT. . 043

constently into his heart, and enterng into his very nature were to
make darkness pervade within him, but had left him without an
associate who keeping coustant compan 7 with him were to ditect him
into the paths of virtue and goodness, aud entéring into the inmost
light of his heart were to expel the evil one and replace darkness by a
which were never to be extinguished, s> that both scales of the balance
shoild have been even: i

We will now consider one or two objiections to what has been stated
above. The first of these is that if the holy spirit is granted only to
the‘righte‘Ous servants of God, who haveyatt&ined the stages of baga and
liga, the highest stages in the spiritual growth of a man, how can it
be a guardian over every man? The fact is that the holy spirit, no
doubb, descends in full power upon thecchosen ones of God who have
attained the highest stage of spiritual perfection, but it is at the same
{ime granted to every one in proportioy to his love and sincerity and
his spiritual advancement. The per]:fect manifestation of the holy
spirit takes place, as we have already siid, when a man having attained
the stages of baga and liga, the flame )f Divine love descends upon
his love #nd illuminates his whole heart and soul. This highest
inanifestation of the holy spirit is 'so transcendant above all its
manifestations in the case of ordinary liuman beings, that the latter
may practically be regarded as naught when speaking of the foimer,
but for all that their existence camiot be denied. When a man
entertains love towards God, Divin«{;- love descends upon him in
proportion to his love, for Almighty God does not reject the love
of a human being however faint it may be. The light of the holy
spirit is kindled within & man onl; in proportion to his love,
and the weaker the awakeninig of the human mind to the love of
God, the fafuter the torch of the holy spirit which is kindled
within the Human heart. It is an' established Divine law that
the love of God for a man is only 'in proportion to his love for
God. The mightier the torrent of lovi: which flows from the human
heart, the more powerful the stream of love which flows from the
Divine source. When two such powe¢rful streams join together, &
magnificent light is kindled which in r“elig'io‘us terininology is called
the holy spirit. But the power of the holy spirit depends ipon the
power of the love whicli is generated in the humai heart. As you
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see that a very small quantity of sugar in a large jar cannot make
the water sweet, but still the existence of sugar in the water cannot
be denied, so is the case with the holy spirit. In men in whom the
flame of love is almost smothered, the holy spirit is in a very weak
and defective state, but its presence even in them cannot be denied,
A man who is very low in morality is sometimes incited to deeds of
virtue by the holy spirit, which shows that even in him its voice is not
altogether dead. The unrighteous and sinful man sees sometimes &
true vision, and this according to the Holy Quran and authentio
traditions is by the working of the holy spirit. But this is naught
in comparison with the mighty connection which the holy spirit has
with the chosen and righteous servants of God.

Another question arises here, wviz., if Almighty God has out
of His mercy appointed the holy spirit to keep men back from the eyil
course, why does man sin at all ? and why does he disbelieve or dis-
obey Divine commandnients ? This question arises out of a mis-
understanding of the fupetions of the holy spirit. Almighty God has
created two kinds of attraction for man or two spiritual inviters, an
inviter to virtue which is called the holy spirit, and an inviter to
evil which is called 7bl{s or Satan. Their function is simply to invite
a man to a particular course and not to compel him to adopt it, It is
to this that the verse of the Holy Quran refers la 35 5 b ams Ly U
by which it is meant that Almighty God inspires evil as well as
goodness into the human heart. Evil is insinuated by the spirit of
evil which is Satan, and goodness by the spirit of goodness which ig
the holy spirit. As God is the cause of causes, therefore in the aboye-
mentioned verse God is described as the inspirer of both kinds of
idea, because independently of God Satan has no power to insinuate
evil inte the heart of a man, nor the holy spirit any power to guide
& man into the path of virtue,

The blind opponents of Islam sometimes bring forward the ob-
Jection against this teaching regarding the insinuations of the evil
spirit that according to it Almighty God Himself leads men astray
because He has created the spirit of evil for this purpose. But this
isan error. The Holy Quran does not teach that Satan has been
given any authority over men or that he can compel them to walk
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in the evil course, or that God has appointed only the spirit of evil
to invite them to vice. The true teaching of the Holy Book is that as
a trial man is so made as to be liable to partake equally of the angelic
and the diabolic touch, in other words he is placed between an inviter
to gooduess and an inviter to evil,so that he may deserve good reward
or punishment according as he follows the one or the other. Had man
been so created that all his desires and passions could have led him
only to virtue, or had it not been in his nature ever to incline o evil,
he would not have deserved any praise for doing what it would have
been impossible for him not to do or for avoiding what from his
very nature he could not do. For instance, we have not in our bodies
a poison like that of the scorpion or the serpent, and therefore 1t is
not & merit in us that we do not do the mischief which scorpions and
serpents do. From this, it is clear that the passions and desires which
draw a man to evil are also the cause of the meritoriousness of his
deeds, for when a person out of the fear of God subdues his passions
and desires, he undoubtedly deserves praise in the sight of God, for
he sacrifices his ewn interests to the pleasure of God. Therefore in
the eady and middle stages of spiritual growth, the hopes of the
spiritual wayfarer arise from the opposite tendencies, and where the
oppesite tendency does not exist at all, meither has the doer in these
stages any hope of reward. But in the final stages of spiritual advance-
ment, the evil tendencies of a man are so utterly subdued that his in-
viter to evil is in complete submission te his inviter to gooduess. But
in this stage, though the evil tendency ceases to exist, yet the reward
of his deeds is not lost because he has attaind to this stage with manly
exertions and noble efforts, and has safely passed through every
trial.

Thus it appears from the Holy Quran and authentic traditions
that as Almighty God has permitted Satan to be an inviter to evil, so
He has appointed the Holy Spirit to be a constant companion of men
so that it may invite them to goodness. More than this, we also
learn that in the final stages of spiritual growth which are termed
baqa and liga, the power of Satan is completely destroyed so that he
is not any more an inviter to evil but becomes a Muslim, and the light
of the holy spirit shines forth in its full effulgence. None but the
blind and the ignorant can object to this excellent and pure teaching
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of the Holy Quran. The truth is that this explanation of the prevas
lence of evil and goodness in the world, is in fact one of the most
convincing miracles of the Holy Qutan. It has solved the mystery
which no other religious book has doue, how there arises in man
constantly the strong desire to do good or evil; so much so that its
traces are felt even in dreams and visions. In fact, this is the only
explanation against which there exists no valid objection and which
is in consonance with sound reasoning. This explanation corresponds
with what we see in physical nature. It is God who gives light to
our eyes but that light is granted through the agency of the sun;
Similarly the darkness which is brought on by the night is also from
God because He is the ptime cause. God has placed within us
faculties and powers, but for their exercise we depend upon othei
external agents. Our eye is not an independent source of light to
us, it has only the capability to accept light from without. So also
with hearing and other faculties. Thus in the physical world, we
find it as an established law that we stand in need of external agents
notwithstanding the faculties and powers within us, The ear receives
the sound, but independently of the agency of air it cannot serve
that purpose. Our faculties ate hot by themselves sufficient to keep
the machine of the human body in motion. Man therefore essentially
stands in need of something besides what is within him, and as in the
physical so also in the spiritual world. We witness moreover that
every blessing which we receive from God, is granted to us through
instruments and agents. Thus there are everywhere in the phy-
sical world intermediaries between men and God, and the existence
of these proves the existence of spiritual intermediaries which we
term angels and Jinns. Just as our physical faculties are not by
themselves sufficient to enable us to attain any object in the physical
world without the assistance of other agents; so our own spiritual
powetrs cannot by themselves lead us to do good or evil deeds, but
here too external intermediaries, which have an existence independent
of our internal spiritual powers, are necessary to enable us to do good
and evil deeds. A study of the laws of nature shows clearly that there
are agents and instrunients in the spiritual world, t,hougt'x we may oF
may not know their nature. This much at least is certain bhaf; they
sre ueither God nor our own powers and faculties, but an existence
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different fyom both. Of these intermediaries, the one that invites, a
man to goodness, we call the holy spirit, and the one that invites h:m.
to evil is talled Satan or Eblis. Though these are seen by thgse

whose spisitual faculties are sufficiently developd, and in visions thyir
existence !s clearly felt, yet every one cannot see the holy spirit and

the spirit 'of evil, and for such the argaments given above regarding
their exissence are elearly satisfactory, for from the effect is determined
the existeénce of the cause. The proof of the existence of God aaxd

of angels iis one and the same in this respect, for, for erdinary nren
there is np other proof of the existence of God except that whichl! is
deduced from the existence of creatures. In the advanced stage jof
spiritual jgrowth, the righteous, no doubt, see God with their spirit}al

eyes and 1ear His words, but for the ordinary man before whom there
yet hangs the veil, the only proof of the existence of God is tlta®
which leals from the effect to the cause, and this is exactly the lne
of argumznt which proves the existence of the gocd and evil spir".ts,
otherwisel called angels and Jinns. It is the greatest absurdity’to
reject the existence of the angels while admitting the existence' of
God, whea for both the arguments are exactly the same. And :‘l,reu
some meit who call themselves philosophers, are aetually guilty! of
this absu-dity. ;

Thee are other verses in the Holy Quran which show clearly taat
the holy spirit is a constant companion of the truly faithful. Thus
on one ocgasion, the Holy Book says: ) 5813 ! 1y i o2 ) l‘; €}
UG, f'f’.‘ Jgsq sl ) and' agfxln 8 yed ]y 4 ‘..(J Jxx;._).) “Oh ye
who belicve, if you walk in righteousness and fear God, He will grant
you that:(i.e., the holy spirit) which will give you an eminent dist§nc-
tion, an¢ ““God will grant you a light, (i.., the light of the Foly
spirit) wiich will accompany you constantly.” It should be borne ' in
mind that the holy spirit is called the light in the Holy Quran. { In
another Place, we have: J jiii | yo liiu) S, 6 a8 )
w“:{r"“u‘“ Biad W)y p00 )y 150 i dy) 5 50 ESL) Jle
¥ & ) ki _55 3 (FERAVIR I =) ) u5 (,{ sl 5 W:\.'l “ Verily those v;ho
say, ‘Ou':' Lord is Allah only’ and then show perseveranee, fi.e.,{no
adversity or trial shakes their faithfulness to God—the angels of (Yod
desoend upon them, saying, ‘Do not fear aught nor be grievfed,
sad be: happy with the idea of the paradisaical hlessings fhat
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have been promised to you; we are your guardians and com-

“panions and we are with you always, in this world as well as in the

next.’” In another verse, the Holy Quran thus describes the differ-
ence between the righteous and the unrighteous : (iye ub oyl
w lalb) ) ot e el W) B e ) 4 s Whaa 4 & lga U
:

@ )42 V)Y, de., “What ! he who was a dead man, and we gave him
life and granted bim a light, (i.c., the light of the holy spirit) with
which lte walks among the people, i.e., the blessings of his light are
witnessed by others —is he likq him-who is inv \lved in utter darkness
from which he cannot get out ?”, and again, « ghe living and the
dead are not as one.” Light and life in the Holy Quran denote
the holy spirit on account of their dispelling the darkness of sin
and granting a life to the heart. The holy spirit is so called be-
cause it is the spirit of holiness which entering into the human
heart, grants a man a new and pure life. Of other verses relating
to this subject and showing that the holy spirit isin the constant

i z/ (&3 ) and elsewhere to the same effect : slya J ) 5 gy Lo

company of the inspired ones of God, and grants them knowa.. ..
. o Wehprebeae Y LI L LT LT
“iec}sc, G s pursvy, we may mention on]y one verse more

which runs thus: & gan o)y ylad) B a2 RO (1 Jﬂ) )
“In the hearts of such faithful servants, God hag engraved faith
and giveri them assistance with the holy spirit which comes
from Him.” By the engraving of faith in the heart, it 1s meant that
faith has entered into their heart’s desires and become a part and
parcel of their nature, every insincerity having vanished away. This
stage is reached when assisted by the holy Spirit a person attaing
a new life. As the constant presence of the soul in the body is a
source of protection and light to it, so the holy spirit of the new life
should make its permanent habitation in the heart and cast a light
upon it every hour and every moment, and as the soul gives a life
to the body, so the holy spirit should be a source of life to the
heart and all spiritual faculties, It is for this reason that in the
verse quoted above, Almighty God has spoken of the assistance of
the holy spirit immediately after the statement that faith was en-
graved in their hearts, For, when faith enters into the nature of man,
he attains really a new life, and this new birth does not take place
without the assistance of the holy spirit. In short, the Holy Quran
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very frequently speaks of the spiritual or new life, and speaks of the
true and perfect believers as the living and of the unbelievers as the
dead, thus showing that the true pelievers obtain a new life by the
entrance of the holy spirit into their hearts while the unbelievers are
not granted such life. :

That the Holy Prophet was guided in all his words and deeds
by Divine revelation, whether detailed or concise, manifest or hidden,
clear or obscure, was the undoubted belief of his companions. It is
for this reason that all his private affairs and conversations, includ-
ing those relating to his relations with his wives, and all matters
relating to his eating, drinking, clothing and social relations, have
been included in traditions because the reporters believed them to be
said or done by the light of the holy spirit. Imam Ahmad records
& tradition on the authority of Abdulla, son of Umar, in which it is
stated that the latter said that he ased to write down every word
that he heard from the lips of the Holy Prophet in order to commit
it to memory. Some men told him not to do so, because the Holy
Prophet being a mortal was sometimes in wrath. This he mentioned
to the Holy Prophet who is reported to have said:“ By Him who
holds my life in His hands, every word and deed of mine is in
obedience to the Divine commandment.”

If it be objected that in those very books of tradition, we find it
vecorded that the Holy Prophet sometimes erred in his judgment
though that error was soon removed, and that therefore he could
nob on such occasions have been guided by Divine revelation, the
answer is that such error in judgment was not unattended with
Divine revelation. The Holy Prophet was not for a single moment
removed from the control of God, and the alleged error in judgment is
in no way different from the forgetfulness which sometimes attended
him in his prayers, giving rise to the solution of necessary points
in religion. If, therefore, the Holy Prophet on rare occasions erred
in his judgment, such error was meant only for the perfection of faith
and to give rise to subtle doctrinal points. But on such occasions;
the Holy Prophet was not unattended by the holy spirit: On the
other hand, a peculiar Divine control held him on such occasions
in entire possession and inclined him to & course which for some
particular end was advisable in the sight of God. The Holy Prophet
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was not involved in the darkness of error for a single moment,
but Almighty God by His own Divine control exercised over
his person manifested the light of His holy spirit in the form
of an error or forgetfulness for particular ends. It isas if run-
ning water in a stream were purposely stopped for a few minutes,
and immediately afterwards allowed to run again unobstructed with
greater force. Similar is the condition of the error in judgment to
which the prophets of God aré sometimes liable. Their judgment and
understanding is always and entirely under Divine control, and
for particular ends is led sometimes to a particular course, and when
that end is fulfilled, is led back into the right course. Of Jesus it
is recorded that he ran to a fig tree to eat of its fruit, and notwith-
standing that the holy spirit was in his company, he did not know
that there was mno fruit on the tree. But this is a rare occurrence.
As regards our Holy Prophet, there are abouta million of his words
and deeds in which we witness clear manifestations and light of
Divine glory. That there are one or two cases in which his
deeds savour like those of ordinary mortals, does not, in any way,
affect the result that he acted and spoke always by the holy spirit
and under Divine commandment. On the other hand, their occur-
rence was necessary so that people might not take him for a God.

Hindrances to the Spread of
Christianity.

Six different papers have appeared in the recent issues of the Harvest
Field, dealing with alleged “hindrances which impede the growth ” of
Christianity. As usual, the writers have made every guess with
the exception of the right one. Some think that the missionary force
is too inadequate, as if they would like to see a missionary preacher
for every non-Christian individual existing on the face of the earth,
Another writer shows the absurdity of this view when he puts the
very size of the missionary force as one of the greatest hindrances.
In fact, no religion had ever had at its disposal such a large mass of
paid preachers and such plenty of resources as the Christian religion
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has at the present moment, and yet never was the result such a sad
failure as is to be witnessed in the case of Christianity. Thousands,
nay hundreds of thousands, are lost in Christian countries in place of
the hundreds which the preachers may boast to have winned to the
side of Christianity in heathen lands, and the wonder is that no one

bewails their loss. One writer considers the “wide-spread system
of Bducational Missions ”* to be the great enemy of *“the Kingdom of
God.” We endorse this opinion provided *the Kingdom of God ”

is taken in the true sense, and would add that all missions, whether
educational or non-educational, are the greatest-enemies of the King=-
dom of God, because they raise a man to the dignity of God, but in
the disterted sense in which this phrase is taken to mean the system
of Christianity, the cpinion is by no means true, for the educational
missions are not less busy than others in advocating the cause of the.
religion to which they owe their existence. At the same time we are
quite prepared to admit that they are less successful, because the
more educated a people, the less prepared they will be to accept the
absurd dogma of the divinity of a man which is now "denied by all

intelligent thinkers including those who term themselves Christians.

Education and Christianity are in fact opposed to each other, and the
spread of education must bring about the decline of Christianity.
That it is already passing to this state and has lost its grip on all
educated minds is too clear a fact to need any proof.

Another contributor to this discussion is of opinion that one of
the principle counter-acting forces is “ the existence of another
monotheistic religion, Islam, which continuously absorbs many of the
most accessible elements and transforms them into the most inaccessi=
ble opponents.” There is some truth in these remarks. It is an
established fact and one which the Christians have always adwitted
that wherever Islam and Christianity have both had an equal occasion,
¢he former has, notwithstanding the paucity of the means and re-
sources at its disposal and the lack of regular missions and paid
preachers, been far ahead of the latter though it squanders wealth
like water to convert the people. Africa is one of the fields where
Islam and Christianity are working side by side, with almost not the
Jeast organised missionary effort on the part of the former and
pumerous missions and missionaries at the command of the latter.
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Notwithstanding these facts, Christianity has witnessed a sad failure
in comparison with Islam in that vast field. In India a similar state
of things is revealed by the last census report. In fact, the Muslim
doctrines are so simple and in such an accordance with human nature,
and the Christian dogmas so absurd and repugnant to human reason
and conscience, that no one who has ence clearly understood Islam, will
ever afterwards think of Christianity as a true religion. The same
writer cousiders the British Government as a * hindrance in disguise ”
to the spread of Christianity, Two reasons are given. The first is
that Christianity is the religion of the rulers of India. We fail to see -
how this can be termed an argument for the writer. It goes directly
against him and shows clearly that here there is a temptation for
men to go over to Christianity if they are not held back by
other considerations. The second argument relates to the Govern-
ment policy of neutrality which in the Words of the writer  has
more than neutralized any positive impulse the missionary cause
might have derived from the same fact.” The writer remembers
perhaps the days of Augustus and Charlemagne, and hence in this
civilized age he finds fault with the Government policy of neutrality,
which is in fact one of the greatest blessings of the British rule in
India. A fair field is a serious hindrance to the spread of Christianity,
and without some temporal power at its back, it cannot make any
progress. It astonishes one to hear the Christian missionaries com-
plaining of the high-handedness of some Muslim monarchs in religious
matters when they are themselves still desirous of spreading Chris-
tianity by underhand means.

From the whole discussion, the Harvest Field has singled out
two points which ¢ impose a serious barrier to the kingdom of
Christ.” The first is an “ insufficieut sense of sin” in the case of
Hindus and Muhammadans, and the second * a distressing lack of
moral courage.” These are looked upon as the real hindrances to the
spread of Christianity in India, and accordingly it is suggested that
“ the preacher in India needs to be a prophet quite as much as an
evangelist, to preach repentance quite as much as faith.” But this state
of things, if it does exist, is not peculiar to India at all. It is the same
all over the world. Is not the same deficient sense of sin which is com-
plained of in India, present in Europe, apd that to a much greater
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extent ? Is it not true that the vices committed here in secret are '
perpetrated there in broad daylight? Drunkenness which is the
root from which all evils and immoralities spring, prevails iz Europe
to an extent almost unknown in India, and there are not a jfew other
vices in which Christianity is admitted by professed Christians to
have beaten all records past and present. Again, the lack of moral
courage, if it is really a hindrance to the spread of Christianity, is &
still greater hindrance to the spread of lslam, and that not only in
India but also in Europe. Who is not aware of the barb.ric treat-
ment which the handful of Muslims at Liverpool has received at the
bands of the civilised Christians ? A man of the rank of Lord Stanley
‘had to keep hidden his faith in Islam his whole life and the fact was
not known till his death. Do not these circumstances show that the
English public is characterized by the lack of moral courage to a far
greater extent than the Indian public ? And in the interests of truth,
we are bound to say that the missionaries who are sent out to India, are
no exception to their countrymen. They do not know what is truth, nor
do they like to know it. They are paid to preach a 'particular set of
doctrines, and the slightest departure from them is considered a serious
breach of duty. » Such a dignitary as the Bishop of Lahore, who lately
denounced in bold terms the moral tone of India, had not the moral
courage to come forward to prove the truth of his doctrines against
the Promised Messiah who stood on theside of Islam. And generally
the Christian Missionary avoids the truth when. the advocate of a
hostile religion presents it to him. He is forward in abusing the
holy leaders of other religions, but refuses to look at their truths and
beauties when they are shown to him. IS is most aéto_nishing to find
such men talking of the absence of the seuse of sin and the lack of
moral courage in India, and misrepresentiog before their employers
that their efforts at evangelisation fail because of these hindrances.

Let us now consider the remedy pointed out in the Hurvest
Field to create a true sense of sin. It is suggested that the preacher
in India needs to be a prophet. But the question is, can the preach-
ers become prophets of their own accord or by their own exertions?
“Stern reproof and denunciation of the righteous judgment of God
upon sin ” is not the only business of a prophet. If his sphere actu-
ally extended no further than this, Christian Missionaries could, no
doubt mske themselves prophets. But this is a mistake. The great-
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est sinner does not deny so long as he confesses a faith in God thab
sins will be visited with punishment. What is the reason then that
in spite gof thisfknowledge sin prevails in the world ¢ This is in fact
due to the absence of certainty regarding the existence of God and
His retribution of good and evil deeds. We hear men talking of
having belief in God and in the punishment of good and evil deeds,
but this is a delusion. No one consciously Jjumps into fire, knowing
that it will burn him, or exposes himself to the attack of a ferocious.
lion, knowing that it will tear him to pieces, or thrusts his hand into
the hole of a poisonous serpent knowing that it will bite him. How
can he then boldly commit a sin knowing that God exists and that He
will punish him for it ? The truth is that men profess a faith whereas
actually they have no faith. There is not such certainty in their
hearts regarding the existence of God and His retribution as there is
concerning the material things of this world. If they knew with ag
much certainty that God exists and that He would punish them for
their evil deeds as that fire burns the thing that is cast into it, they
would shun sin with far greater dread than fire, because the injury
wrought by the latter is temporary while that wrought by the former
is lasting. A prophet is, therefore, needed, not “to ferce his lips to
the stern task of reproof and denunciation of the righteous judgment
of God upon sin ” as the Harvest Field puts it, but to bring about,
as is clear from the above reasoning, a conviction and a certainty as
to the existence of God and His retribution.. A prophet who cannot
fulfil the latter object and can go no further than mere denounéing
the sins of people, is a superfluity and a thousand such prophets—
rather preachers, because the term prophet is wrongly applied to such
persons—cannot do the least good. The desired certainty regard.-
ing the existence of God whith would deter people from a sinful course,
canunot be brought about by mere denunciation and threats, or ‘“the
preaching of repentance ” as it is technically termed. The difficulty
is that material comforts and advantages are tangible things, while
the retribution of good and evil deeds is to a great extent hidden
from the physical eye. This is the reason that men are so bold in
the commission of sins while they are so desirous of obtaining every
material comfort which they can lay their hands upon. Heuce Al-
mighty God sends His prophets so that by making the existence of
God clear by heavenly sings, they may bring ahout a certainty in
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men’s minds as to the reward of good and punishment of eyil deeds.
Excepfs by heavenly signs which prove clearly and manifestly that
there is a Being higher in power and knowledge than human beings,
the desired certainty regarding the retribution of good and evil deeds
can never be brought about. It is only when a man knows with
certainty that there is 4 God, who knows the inmost secrets of his
heart and has the power to punish him for his evil deeds, that he
shuns sin as he shuns burning fire, and hates evil as he hates
the most abominable thing in the world. Drunkenness, for instance,
is an evil and one of the greatest evils, which degrades humanity.
Thousand have tried to uproot this evil but their efforts have not
proved successful, and thousands are still decrying this evil but to
no purpose. This evil raged in the peninsula of Arabia about the
time when our Holy Prophet was born. Ten thousand lecturers
could not bring about the miraculous transformation which his word
did. In Medina one day the news spread from one end of the town
to the other that wine was no more allowed to the Muslims, and that
the Holy Prophet had forbidden drinking. Look at the immediate
effect. Within a few minutes, wine was flowing in the streets of
Medina like rain water, and wine-pots and wine-glasses were all
at once broken' to be no more known. What charm was there in
that voice? Only that the people knew it with certainty thag
drinking involved the displeasure of Almighty God whose messenger
the Holy Prophet was. It is such a prophet that the world needs
and not the missionary prophet” who knows very little besides
abusing righteous men and sacred principles. Such a one hag even
now been vouchsafed to us by Almighty God but he is rejected ag
the former prophets were rejected. Ah! that people did consider
and reflect now when itis time whether he does not show signg
which it is not within the power of any mortal to show, and whether
he cannot release them from the bondage of sin as the former
prophets did, by bringing about a certainty in their minds as to the
existence of the all-powerful and all-knowing God. Such g prophet
is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian who claims to be the Promised
Messiah, and who has shown thousands of heavenly - signs, whoge
following numbers over two hundred thousand men. Those whe
are desirous of a rest for their souls, may come to him for he gives
rest to the weary., He has come just at the time fixed by prophecies
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and when the whole world was anxiously waiting for him. All the
signs have been fulfilled and his truth now shines like the meridian
sun, but for him who opens his eyes. He has brought the true
remedy for sin, and if the Christian missionaries are conscious of
their own sins and feel their illness, they should come to the
physician instead of vainly trying to mislehd people to a path-
whose erroneousness has become too manifest.

It is now clear that the alleged hindrances to the spread of Chris-
tianity are not actual barriers toits growth. The true cause of the
slow growth of Christianity in heathen lands must be sought for in
the circumstances which have brought about its decline in Christian
rountries. The same cause is at work, in both cases, retarding its
progress in the one, and bringing about its decay in the other. It ig
a time-worn religion now and the sceptre of sway is gradually slipping
out of its hand. Intelligent and honest thinkers having found it
impossible to reconcile the dogmas of Christianity with human reason,
have long bidden farewell to them, and those that still adhere to its
principles are bound to it, not by actual conviction of its truth, but
by the strong ties of habit and environments of society. The Chris<
tian belief is at present in a state of dissolution and it is vain to hope
that while loosening its hold at home, it may yet make some conquests
abroad. The question of the truth of Christianity rests upon the
Divinity of a weak mortal, and the time is past when such absurd
dogmas could gain any ground. That this is true, is apparent from
the fact that the converts to Christianity are for the most part drawn
from the dregs of society, the most ignorant part of it, and their great
est accessions have taken place always in times of famine when poor
wretches almost starving to death are saved, not by the blood of
Jesus, but by the bread of the missionary.

It is a question which oft presents itself to every intelligent
thinker, what peculiarity is there in the son of Mary which makes
him God. All advanced, thinkers have on a deep consideration of
the Gospels come to the conclusion that Jesus was only a man and
nothing more and that divinity is to be sought for in him only in so
far as it can be found in men. It was for some time thought that
the moral teachings recorded in the Gospels and attributed to Jesus
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are 5o high that their teacher could not be a mere human being, and
that therefore Jesus possessed divinity. But itis now established
beyond all doubt, not only that these teachings are quite impracn
ticable, this being the reason that no Christian society can be
pointed out to have ever acted upon them, but what deals a still
greater blow to the absurdly high claims set up for Jesus, that all the
teachings on whose authority Jesus is made God, are really taken
from old Jewish teachers and the Talmud, being in some casesg
word for word the same as in older eources. As regards the miracles
of Jesus, no peculiarity can be pointed out even there, Itis ex-
tremely doubtful in the first place that he worked any miracle at all,
for \‘wp the Jewish inquirers bescught him to show them a miracle
as their eavlier prophets had shown, 8o thet they might know that he
was really a messenger of God, and nop ene of the false messiahs who ab
that time arose in abundance, Jesus only answered that no miracla
would be shown to them. A study of the Gospels moereover leads a fair-
minded critic to the conclusion that if there is any truth in the stories
of miracles related in the Gospels, they were probably spiritual occur-
rences, and this is the view expressed in the Encyclopedia Biblica,
The feeding of the hungry thus meant the giving of spiritual food by
his sermons to those who were desirous of possessing spiritual truths,
the healing of the sick meant the healing of the moral and spiritual
diseases and the raising of the dead meant giving spiritual life to ®hose
who were dead in sins. But even if the miraculous occurrences related:
in the Gospels, be supposed for the sake of argument to have taken
place actually, still no superiority to the earlier prophets can bal
claimed for Jesus on the basis of these miracles. The most wonderful
of his performances is that relating to the raising of the dead, but
the earliet prophets did the same, and the similar miracles of Elijah
and Elisha are on a level with, if tiot above, the miracles of Jesus,
while to them belongs the honor of priority. In fact, in the whole
story of his life and death, there is not a single circumstance which
can place him above the list of ordinary mortals. The weakness
which attended him, the failure which marked his efforts, and the
fearfulness which he showed, are further evidences that he was noti
above the rank of a mortal. These and similar considerations have
led all intelligent thinkers in the Christian countries to reject the
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absurd dogma of the divinity of Jesus, and the Christian missionaries
are simply cheating the ignorant people by inviting them to a doc-
trine which is now openly rejected in Christian countries. In fact,
the idea of the divinity of a human being is o grossly repugnant to
human reason and conscience and so great an insult to human
intelligence that the most important question to be asked at present
is, how did Christianity hold out so long and why did it not pass to a
state of decline much earlier ?

The Existence of God.

Casting a glance at the remote past, we see a young child
brought up with loving care and teaderness by his parents. He hag
got several consanguineous brothers who are jealous of their father’s
love towards him and cannot bear his tender caresses for him. Ac-
cordingly they assemble together to consider the measures of his re-
moval from before the eyes of their father. It is agreed upon at last
that he should be taken to and left in some distant uninhabited place
where with no human being to take care of him, he should soon die,
so that his presence should no more fan the flame of their Jjealousy,
and the object of their father’s love being thus taken away, they
should have all his love for themselves. With various machinations
and devices, they at last succeed in separating the young child from
their father, and taking him to a distant Jungle, throw him down to
the bottom of a well. Let the material eye follow the child into the
bottom of that dreary well, where no human figure is seen nor a mortal
voice heard. A young child not more than ten or twelve years of
age, whose resting-place has been his mother’s bosom and whose
eye has never met any sight outside the four walls of his house, who
is quite unaware of the ups and downs of life, who has never seen or
known any adversity, and upon the tablet of whose heart no experience
has yet been recorded—this innocent child is cast into a dark well
with dreary scenes all around. A materialist with due regard to all
these circumstances and the natural course of events, can draw the
only conclusion that this young child so tenderly brought up and so
cruelly thrown away, must soon perish, sighing and sobbing in grief,
Bub the Book of God tells us that in that dreary place the young child
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heard a soothing voice in the following words : ) da P L (.‘,ii.glﬁ
@ 3y Y 23 “] assure thee that time will come when thou in
thy grandeur and glory wilt inform thy brethren of this their mise
chief, while they standing in a humble position before thee, will. be
80 overawed by thy glory that they will not be able even to recognise
theea”

The nature of this voice is a matter of deep consideration. There
are two points which particularly deserve our attention. In the first
place, was it simply a freak, or a fancy of the child, or the result of
his previous impressions, or a deep insight into the future. Secondly,
whether after long years in which he experienced various reverses
and trials, it was fulfilled to the very letter or whether it turned out
%o be the brag of a vain braggart, the words having mingled into the
air as soon as they were uttered. The prefix J which is used to em-
phasize so that it serves the purpose of an oath and the suffix , which
is used to denote certainty, clearly show that the assurance contained
in the voice is in the strongest and most emphatic words and is expres-
sive of the highest degree of certainty. The form of the words is,
therefore, itself the clearest evidence that the voice was neither a
freak or fancy of the child nor the outcome of any foresight on his part.
1t gives him an information about which not the slightest doubt lingers,
that the time was sufely coming, and no power in the world
could avert it, when he would occupy a dignified position and his
brothers would be brought low before his eyes. There is not any
reason for the supposition that this voice was the outcome of the ima-
gination or foresight of the child. Later events have, on the other
hand, shown us that this voice which fell into the ear of that young
and weak child, came from the powerful Being who has perfect
control and full power to direct the management of the world
as He likes. We have, therefore, to see how the all-powerful Author
of this voice managed to bring about the fulfilment of these words by
arranging a patticular course of events according to His will. The
real object was to bring upon this forsaken and helpless child a time
when he being seated on the throne of glory and wearing the crown
of dignity over his head, should kave his enemies standing before him
as servants or slaves. The changes and revolutions in the course of
events that were brought about to fulfil this grand object, give us t0
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understand with clearness and certainty that all this was effected by
the all-knowing and all-powerful Being who at every moment and
under all circumstances has full power to order the management of
affairs according to His mighty will and intention. The family to
which this innocent child and his ill-natured brothers belonged, lived
in the land of Canaan and did not possess any worldly splendour or
dignity. But the prophecy indicated that he should rise to some
great temporal dignity and hold in his hand some mighty sway. This
object could not be brought about in Canaan and there was only one
country which having relations with the land of Canaan was suited
for the fulfilment of the prophecy. This was Egypt and only there
it was possible that he should rise to a high temporal dignity such as
was necessary for the fulfilment of the prophecy. For the attainment
of this object, all the events are focussed at a particular centre which
makes its fulfilment possible. An Egyptian caravan while returning
from a distant journey, halts near the well where the young child has
been thrown a few hours before and where he lies quite helpless. One
of the caravan goes out in search of water and comes upon the well.
But instead of water he finds to his great astonishment & beautiful
child and exclaims in joy (.ll.: ] O s i L “ Good news, this is a

handsome youth.” The caravan takes the boy to Egypt where after
many turns of life and changes of fortune, he is raised to the highest
dignity under the Egyptian government. Ou the other hand, a great
famine overtakes the land of Canaan which compels the Canaanites
to resort to Egypt for sustenance. Though Egypt was in those days
a great mart of corn for the neighbouring countries, yet the sons of
Israel, brought up as they were in great delicacy, were hardly ever
obliged to have recourse to this emporium. Compelled by circum-
stances, however, they took leave of their father and went to Egyps
to buy corn. But Divine wisdom had ordained that another objecs
should be brought to fulfilment by this journey of which they had mot
the slightest idea. On reaching their destination they are brought
as suppliants into the presence of one who knows them, but whom they
do not recognise. It was indeed a most sublime scene when the
once destitute and helpless child thrown into the bottom of a well,

but the then Prime Minister of Egypt, Joseph, son of Jacob, disclosed
to the then supplicants before him, but the once proud and rash

enewies, the astounding news contained in the following words;
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é»JJ) uh’)""d“J S8 o 86 ) Ugle &U)uﬂ ..)iuil}&bjk-im..)b"
ihwmol | pa | pady J ¢ Yes, I am Joseph, and this (referring to his
real younger brother) is my brother. Verily God has been graciou®
$0 us and has raised me to this dignity out of His kindness; for it is
His established law that He does not destroy the righteous and the
patient.”

Thers is another point of view also from which all these events must
be looked at. When a man has in view the attainment of an object,
he devises plars and recorts to mears which are sure to lead to it.
He considers the causes which can produce the desired effect, and
has recourse to the necessary means, but notwithstanding all his
exertions and efforts, he is sometimes altogether disappointed. In
the case of Joseph, his brothers used the necessary means to bring
about his death, and ordinarily the measures taken for the destruction
of an opponent do not materially differ from the plan adopted by
Joseph’s brothers and such measures are generally attended with
success. It is, therefore, a matter of grave consideration what the
cause was which led to the bafflement of the plens of eleven experi-
enced men against a helpless boy. It may be said that other
instances of this may be cited, but the uniqueness of this event lies in
the prophecy put into the mouth of that boy, that his enemies’ designs
against his life would all be frustrated, and in its subsequent fulfilment
exactly in the manner foretold, the events so foretold being such as
were beyond the power of the most scrutinizing guess, the most perfect
understanding, the deepest insight and the wisest experience of man.
In fact the most wonderful event in the whole story, and the plainest
proof of the existance of God, is how a plan was formed by the children
of this earth in which they apparently seemed to have succeeded, and
how according to the word of a helpless and weak child, all their
designs were brought to nought and they were made to fail hopelessly

in the attainment of their object, though it seemed to be the
easiest task.

But the story of Joseph is not related in the Holy Quran simply
as o narrative of past events. It is there related as a prophecy, not
only a prophecy in the mouth of Joseph, but a prophecy also in the
mouth of the Holy Prophet to whom this story was revealed. The
object of the narration of the story of Joseph in the Holy Qursn, as



9269 THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS. (July

is also the case with the stories of other prophets in the Holy Books
is to show that the recipient of the Holy Quran would pass through
all the trials through which Joseph passed and his end would also like
that of Joseph be a prosperous one. The story was revealed to the
Holy Prophet, in other words the Holy Prophet prophesied the
similarity of the events of his life to those of J oseph’s, at a time when
he was like the child Joseph thrown into the blind well of indescribable
tortures and unspeakable cruelties, and when no earthly means werg
left in his hands to come out of that well. On the other hand, hig
enemies were far more powerful and had far greater resources to draw
upon, than the enemies of Joseph. But mark the sublimity and grand-
eur of the words in which he foretold of his ultimate success to his
powerful opponents: alf Ll w ) 8595 ) 3l 4 s’ o 5 od) «In the
story of Joseph and his brothers, there are signs for those who question
as to the events of the future life of the H oly Prophet.” The
proof of the fulfilment of this prophecy, contained in the story of
Joseph, with regard to the ultimate triumph and success of the Holy
Prophet, is an easy task, for the events of the life of this mighty
prophet are placed before us with a clearness which we do not meet
with in the life of any other prophet, and therefore we need not more
than refer to the plans adopted by his opponents for his destruction,
At Mecca he suffered for thirteen long years the cruel persecutions
and tortures of his enemies with a fortitude and perseverance which
is truly unparalleled in the history of the world. An ordinary man
would certainly have perished under these oppressions in the very
commencement. No stone was left unturned to bring destruction upon
his head, and he was obliged to fly at last, helpless and destitute, to
a distant city. But so bent were the enemies to extirpate him that
they attacked him over and over again even in his new abode. At
last they contrived to unite with them the most prosperous, powerful
and influential part of the population of Medina, 4. e., the Israelites
who were living there, and thus with their combined efforts did all
that lay in their power to bring him to naught. In short, all possible
means which the united energy and power of all the tribes of Arabia
could devise, were resorted to for the destruction of one apparently
helpless man, but as he had beforehand said and challenged his oppo-
nents, he came out at last triumphant and successful against his
zumerous foes, and so great was his triumph that shere is no instance
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of it in the whole history of the world. The person who being sub-
jected to the unspeakable cruelties of his opponents fled one dark
night from Mecca with but a single companion, and traversed the
dreary deserts of Arabia, avoiding all frequented roads and beaten
paths, reaching Medina after several days of extreme suffering,—-this
very person who for a time was taken to have been utterly annihila-
ted, after several years made his entry with ten thousand faithful
companions ready to sacrifice their lives for his sake again into Mecca,
that very land which one day rung with cheers at his flight. He is
now master of all their lands and properties, and most of all lord of
their holy temple. He stands in the door of their temple and orders
all their idols to be broken, their gods to be brought to naughv, in
which they placed their trust and which they regarded as having
control over the affairs of the world. Before him stand all the chiefs
and the great men of the Quresh in as humble a position as stood the
supplicant sons of Israel before Joseph. By usage, law and reason
they all deserved to be murdered and they felt that the sentence of
death could with justice be passed upon them and that they had
no right to claim forgiveness. The victor accordingly asked them
what treatment they expected from him under the circumstances,
They answered : “ Thou art noble-minded and noble-born, we, therefore,
crave thy mercy and hope thou wilt treat us with generosity.” He
gives them the very answer which Joseph gave his brethren, thus show-
ing that the whole of the story of Joseph was in fact a prophecy of the
events of his own life, saying ¢ 5 ‘.ﬁ ) e g ‘.J,A_J_ S s B
oo 1)) ] pa ) “No blame be on you this day. God will forgive
you, for He is the most merciful of all.”

We earnestly ask every seeker after truth to consider the circums-
stances under which such grand and mighty prophecies are uttered
and then look at their fulfilment, and he will need no other proof
that they are from an all-knowing, all-wise and all-powerful God, and
serve as & clear and conclusive evidence of His existence. It is with
this very object that the story of the great leader of the Israelites,
the prophet Moses, is related in the Holy Quran. He stands before the
throne of the proud Pharaoh of Egypt, and notwithstanding his utter
helplessness and weakness, gives utterance with undaunted courage o

) ._51‘ rlL..J Jyf ) unigb;}"’,; a3

the prophetic words: s o¢) g
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“ We have brought to thee a sign of our truth from thy Lord that
safety will attend him who follows the truth and destruction will over-
take the other party.” We should here see which of the two parties,
Moses and Pharaoh, had the means to destroy the other. No fore-
sight could at that time lead one to the conclusion that the weaker
party would get the upper hand, and that such a helpless man as
Moses would be able to destroy the mighty monarch of Egypt with
his numerous hosts. Yet this was exactly what Moses told Pharaoh
standing in his presence. Such an assertion under circumstances
like these is the clearest proof that it was not from a weak mortal
whose life at that time was only at the mercy of his adversary, but
from a Power far more powerful than the mightiest ruler and having
perfect control over every particle of the universe. Nor, it can be
easily seen, had the utterer of these words at the time of their utter-
ance, the faintest knowledge or the slightest idea as to the manner in
which he would be made victorious, or as to the causes which would
bring about his opponent’s destruction. But every thing was so
managed by Almighty God as to bring about a fulfilment of the word
of prophecy. The weaker party was saved and the stronger brought
to naught in such g wonderful manner, that neither of them ever had
conceived of it, nor was it within the power of either of them. Some
time passed away and the Israelites could see no way of being freed
from the slavery of the tyrant. At last, Moses with his followers fled
from the land of Egypt. They experience no hindrance at first but
a mighty barrier is soon seen which they cannot pass, nor have they
the means to remove it. A stormy sea is before them and there is no
bridge nor have they got boats. The fugitives stand aghast at this
scene when to their com plete bewilderment, they discover all of a sudden
Pharaoh with his troops in their pursuit. They are now utterly dis-
appointed and say in despair to their deliverer : w )f J oe) U) Wl 0]
“ Moses, we are now in the hands of our enemies and there is no
way of escape left.” But Moses, that mighty man, says to his follow-
= o~ ©r8 With the same undaunted courage as he had shown before Pharaoh,
DI A S ) w | (% W “No, this can neyer be. for of . centaintu mun.

Lord 1s with me and He will certainly show me the way to success and
deliverance.” It can be easily seen that so far as circumstances could

point to any conclusion, the followers of Moses were in the right
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What authority had Moses then to say that they shall be saved and
that he will never be destroyed ? Certainly the words uttered by him
on this occasion, could not proceed from his human knowledge or his
own power, but they were the words of the powerful Being whose
knowledge extends to all and whose mighty hand coutrols every
particle of the universe with perfect freedom.

In short, the clearest and strongest proof of the existence of God
is contained in powerful prophecies revealing deep secrets of the future,
and every other sort of proof is inferior to it. Of all miracles, the
Holy Quran, therefore, gives prominence to prophecy as the ever-living
sign which canstand the test of all scientific and materialistic investiga-
tions, and offers it as a proof of the existence of God and of the truth
of the Holy Prophet. This scientific miracle is the chief excellence of
the Holy Quran whose assertions and arguments it ever keeps
alive and the tree of whose blessings it ever keeps fruitful. As
the Holy Book claims to be a blessed book, i.., one whose blessings
are never intercepted, Almighty God has given it this excellence over |
all other books that claim a heavenly origin that the signs, prophecies
and Divine revelations which it claims as evidence of its truth, are
granted to its true followers in all ages. Thus all ages have witnessed
the manifestations of these signs according to the need of the time.
Omitting however stories of the past, we will say a few words about
a living servant of the Holy Quran who in this scientific and materi-
alistic age has put forward the claim that he has been given all the
spiritual characteristics and powers and all the heavenly signs which
are related in the Holy Quran to have been granted to the prophets.
‘But as these wonderful and mighty claims and the clear proofs which
the claimant has given in support of their truth, do not form any
part of our subject at present, we will not discuss them here. We
will however make a few remarks on that part of them which falls
within the scope of this subject, viz., the prophecies which disclose
the mighty power and knowledge of their great Author, and therefore
serve as sigus of His existence.

First in time, in importance and clearness of proof is a prophecy
recorded in a book, published about twenty-four years ago and
entitled the Barahin-i- Ahmadiyya, copies of which are in the hands of
people of different nationalities and religions. The words of the prophecy
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are : it C’ K S G . Gres g s K o oy b “Large numbers
of people will come to thee from dlfferent guarters of the world, and

presents and gifts wilt thou receive from all sides.”” In order to have
an idea of the grandeur of these words, it is necessary to cast a glance
at the circumstances of the recipient of these revelations at the time
when these prophetic words were uttered. At that time he was living
in such solitude that he was hardly known even to those whe lived
in his vieinity, and his love for a solitary life was so great that he did

not like to live in society or mix with others. Nor had he about him
at that time any attraction which could have drawn other people
to him. But gradually the time has eome when this propheey is
fulfilled to the very letter, and a whole world is, at present, witnessing
the truth of the prophetic words uttered about a quarter of a century:
ago. There are many other prophecies to the same effect whieh were
published in the same book. One of them runs thus : ¥ 4 alf) iz =l ¥
o W e [,.u..) “ Do net distort thy face at the crowds that will come
to thee and do not get tired of the visits of large numbers.” The recipi-
ent of this voice himself wondered at it when it was revealed to him,
because living a perfectly solitary life, he could not even conceive the
visits of the great crowds that would tire him, as the revelation fore-

told. The fulfilment of all these prophecies is now as clear as day-

light, and there is no limit to the number of people who have seen it.
In the same manner revelations were published in the same book

which draw a complete and clear picture of the most important
events that were to befal the recipient in future, and the fulfilment of
all these has been brought about in a wonderful manner, buat this is
not the proper place for all these details.

Many other prophecies have been made and fulfilled. At Amrit-
sar after a controversy with a well-known representative of Christianity
in which the claimant to Divine revelation advanced the most con-
clusive arguments for the truth of Islam, he prophesied that as a
proof, that Islam was a true and living religion, and that its holy
founder was a messenger of God, and that it invited to a living,
supporting and powerful God, and that Christianity was a dead and
dry religion, and Jesus Christ a weak and helpless human being,
devoid of all attributes of Divinity, Almighty God had revealed to
him that his adversary would die within fifteen months, provided thas
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his heart was not in the meanwhile turned to the truth of Islam. The
awe and sublimity of these words, which were uttered in an assembly
vonsisting of Muslims and Christians, can only be conceived by
those who were present at the time. Though even then there were
hearts which felt that such powerful words uttered with such serious-
niess amid a large assembly of people, could not be uttered by a weak
human being, and that they, no doubt; proceeded from a Higher Being
who controlled this world and all its affairs, but the wonderful fulfil-
ment of the prophecy later on placed the matter beyond all doubt. The
gist of the prophecy was the death of a person, and this was a matter
bevond human knowledge or guess or foresight. But had the prophey
simply related to death, there would have been room to doubt that
the opponent though not suffering from any disease at the time was yet
an old wan, and that the prophesier might have seen some symptoms
hidden to ordinary eye from which he might have inferred his death.
The second part of the prophecy was in fact a provision to meet
such an objection, and a clear proof that the secret revealed
in the prophecy was beyond the power of mortals and that the
prophecy proceeded certainly from a Divine source. It was a
prophecy concerning an admitted leader of a great religion and its
recognised representative in its controversies with other religions,
who was reputed among his own people for his strong faith in and
gtrict adherence to the religion which he professed, that he must
die, but that before his death a time would come in his life
when being overawed by the truth presented by his opponent, he
would be shaken in his faith, and like a weak-minded sceptic lose his
faith in the divinity of the weak mortal whom he considered his God
all his life, and that he would then be granted a respite for a short
time. In the long course of events that followed, it was clearly
proved that his constancy in the Christian faith was severely shaken
during the time of the prophecy, and that he had not the courage to
trust the man-god whom he worshipped. All the while he remained
in great perplexity and trouble and changed his residence from one
town to another, not finding any rest anywhere, nor any comfort or
satisfaction from him whom he considered his helper. All this
showed conclusively that he was overawed by the truth of the
prophecy. But as he did not show the courage to profess the true
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faith ope'uly and in public, he met with the fate he deserved soo;x
afterwards.

Another event which is still fresh in the memories of the people
of this country, though seven years have elapsed since its occurrence,
is the death of a leader of the Arya Samaj, Lekh Ram, who out of
sheer impudence made the most abusive and scurrilous attacks upon
Islam. He requested the Muslim leader, we are speaking of, to show
him a sign of the truth of Islam, and of his own claims to Divine reve-
lation, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the prophet of God, accordingly
prayed the mighty and knowing God to manifest a sign, and was
told that Lekh Ram would meet with his end within six years with
great torture. Almighty God could show him a sign of mercy but
be by his own deeds called forth the punishment of heaven upon his
head. His hard-heartedness and audacious abuse of the Holy Pro-
phets of God, required the manifestation through him of an awful
sign which should strike people with fear and dread. At last when
the time fixed by the prophecy was drawing to a close, Lekh Ram
was cut off in the prime of his youth exactly in the manner foretold.
Those who are fully acquainted with the facts of this prophecy
and its fulfilment, are fully aware that the word of «God had given a
description with full details of his terrible death, and of its time
and manner, which agreed every whit with what happened five
years afterwarg‘la. His death eaused deep mourning and great
grief in the houses of the Arya Samajists, and there was a clamour
throughout the length and breadth of the country. It was
an irretrievable loss to the Arya Samaj, for he was not only a leading
member of the Arya Samaj, but one who in his zeal and excitement
for the cause of the Samaj had no equal in the whole community.
The further feeling that he died in accordance with the prophecy
of the leader of a hostile religion, gave still more trouble to the Aryas,
because his death plainly testified to the truth of Islam and the
falsity and defeat of the Arya Samaj. Accordingly, they left no stone
unturned to find out the murderer of their advocate and employed all
means that wealth and power could afford. The Government too
which on such occasions lends its helping hand to all irrespective of
their creed and color, did its best in the matter, but all attempts proved
fruitless and no trace of the murderer could be found. The Govern-
ment was well aware of the faithfulness and loyalty of the house of
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Mirza Gulam Ahmad as well as of his own claims that he had been

sent to spread peace and to preach love of God and sympthy for

man, and it had "apparently not the least suspicion that the Mirza

Sahib wasin an’ way comnected with this murder, but prbably
to assure the Arya Samaj that it was prepared to take every step

necessary for the, finding out of the murderer, it caused his house
to be searched. ! The District Superintendent of Police with his sub-
ordinate officers made his appearance all of a sudden one day at the
door of the Mirz¢, Sahib, and caused all his papers and books to be
carefully searched in order to discover, if possible, any traces of a pfevious
correspondence o plot in regard to the murder. But to hls com-
plete satisfaction, ihe discovered that though there were hundr: Wds of
letters congratul:ting the Mirza Sahib on the fulfilment of pro phecy,
there was not a ‘;mgle word to showthat he had the least connecuon

with this murder.

1 ABDUL KARIM.

{ |

¢
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. Comments. i

Under the heading « the assured results of recent Bible criti# ism,’

the Harvest Ficld publishes in the issue o June
1904, a letter from the pen of Mr. Rouse, in
: which the writer lays stress upon the poirt that

the Indian church should not be kept ignorant of the ¢ assurgd re-
sults of wise mve. tigation.” Probably this very gentleman expressed
the same opiniot. in a Christian meeting last year, but it dods not
seem to have bee acted upon. We are not aware why the mission-
aries are generallly averse to making known the change whxc‘l the
Christian belief kas recently undergone, and why the fact is I‘abon-
ously concealed frpm those to whom the Christian religion is pre&ched
Here in India b'le Christian Missionaries preach a Bible wlich is
alleged to be the 'Word of God from beginning to end, free from' every
error, and with al‘ its narratives true in all their details, and ox‘n the
strength of these l,'ehefs fault is found with the Holy Quran, becapse its
narratives differ ir certaininstancesfrom the narratives of the B1ble and
because it rega.rdslthe Bible as abookin which truth ismixed with'error,

But after two thcusand years, the Christians have now discovered that
1 .

An erroneouy
Bible. :



1
l

i
270 THE REIVIEW OF RELIGION. (July

the opinion expressed by she Holy Quran 1300 years ag;, as to the
trustworthiness of the Bible ‘n the hands of theJews and the Christians
is the only true opinion. T)e Christians are now agreed, though they
have great fears in making’, known that fact in lands to which mis-
sioneries are sent, that the I3ible is not wholly Divine, but has also
human elements in it, tha{' it is not free from errors, and that its
narratives are not historically necessarily true. Mr. Rouse is of
opinion that these results,—— though he yet hesitates to agree with
the remaining results of Higher Criticism—, should be plainly avowed
even in India. Thus he ‘says in his letter: ¢ With the general
statement that we ought to present to the Indian church the entire
scheme of God’s revelation ! in the Bible, and to acquaint them with
all the assured results of Yise investigation, all your readers will
agree. We have to give to the church the whole truth which God
has given to us. God’s triith can take care of itself, and needs no
human buttressing.”” We db not know why Mr. Rouse calls it God’s
truth and not man’s errors., It is a misnomer to call it the scheme of
God’s revelation when it iy admitted that the greater part of it is
man’s composition arnd opéa to the same defests and errors as other
books. Itis only the Christian way of expressing that this mixture
of truth and error is termed'iGod’s truth. But this is due to habit. Mr,
Rouse tells us that truth cah take care of itself, but the Bible is not
the truth, but truth mixed; with error, and hence the need of the
missionary’s prop to it. Mr! Rouse does not assent to all the results
of Higher Criticism, howevej; widely they may be accepted, for it is
not enough,” he says, *for a belief to be widely accepted to make us
regard it as undoubtedly true.” But there appear to be a few
¢ assured results’ of the las} half century’s criticism, on which all, or
almost all, are agreed,” and these must on account of their universal
admission be accepted as pait of Christian belief in the Indian Church,
as they are accepted evergwhere by the Christian world. These
% assured results® are ther enumerated by Mr. Rouse and run as

follows :—

«1, Inreading the Bible our first question ought to be, what
did the writer mean? Until recent years the tendency was to look

so exclusively at the Divine side of the Bible as almost to ignore the

human side. It is a ‘great gain that we have got over this tendency.
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.......... eseeeciveena A similar remark may be made in regard to the
person of Christ. Formerly the thought of his Divine nature too
much overshadowed the equally true fact of his human nature. In
the last half century, we have been taught to give due prominence
to the humanside of our Lords’s nature.

“2. The prophet’s main work was forthtelling and not fore-
telling. :

“8. Christ, and not the Bible, is the rock on which we build,
It is true that it is only from the Bible that we can learn definitely
about Christ; but a Bible with mistakes in it would tell us quite
enough about Christ to enable us to trust him for salvation.”

[This is admitting only half the truth. The Christians trusted
the Bible for two thousand years and have now discovered that it
should not have been trusted, because it has in it human elements ag
well as mistakes. But Mr. Rouse also assures us that the human side:
of Christ’s person which was neglected for two thousand years, hasg
now been given a prominence, and this change must bring about a
corresponding change in the belief as to the infallibility of Christ and
thus ultimately render him unworthy of trust like the Bible. More-
over, if we can learn about Christ only from the Bible, and the Bible
is admitted to have mistakes in it, the Christ thus revealed must be a
false Christ and not the real one, and the view of him given in the
Bible must be a mistaken view. The Christ taught by the Bible,
therefore, falls with the Bible, and the mistake will be discovered
sooner than the former mistake regarding the inerrancy of the Bible,
A critical study of the Bible has further opened the way to a critical
study of Christ and he will soon be seen in his true colors. This ig
again what was taught by the Holy Quran 1300 years ago, because
it plainly stated that the Bible represented Christ in false colors. Is
it not a miracle of the Holy Quran that its estimation of the Bible and
Christ has ultimately been accepted by the Christians themselves ?
This fact gives us the assurance that the time is not very far when
intelligent Christians, breaking the ties of habit and the cords of social
forces, will accept the truth of the Holy Quran.]}

“4. Looked at froﬁl the human side, the Bible is to be inter-
preted on the same lines as any other book.................. and we mus
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-utterance of God’s word.”

[What will be the fate of the Gospels in all four of which there
is scarcely any untterance of God’s word ?] ;

“5. The onmly object of the Bible is to give religious teaching.
Whether its science or history is inerrant or not, its object is not to
teach science or history,................ cxsps s

“6. Religious teaching can be given by means of narratives
which are not historigally true.”

These are the changes which the Christians deem it necessary
to introduce into the Christian belief after two thousand years.
What will be the fate of those who passed 'away on the erroneous
belief, we are not told. But can the religior claim a -Divine origin
which requires amendments from the hands of men every mnow and
then. These changes are agreed upon, but there are yet many more
which though widely accepted, are not universally admitted and
upon which there is still a difference of opinion, because they are
utterly subversive of the Christian religion. To one of two
things the Christians will soon have to bid a farewell, viz., either
to the dogmas of Christianity or to common sense.

Some time ago we remarked while discussing the post-crucifixion

appearances of Jesus that it appeared from
the Gospels that Jesus disguised himself
as a gardener in order to flee unnoticed to

another country, lest he should fall again into the hands of the Jews.
Upon this a Christian gentleman wrote us a letter, declaring us

Did not Jesus fear
the Jews P

guilty of a great injustice in ascribing fear to Jesus. We give below
the translation of a passage from the Taraqqi, a Christian monthly
magazine, appearing in its'issue of June 1904, under the heading
Hayat-ul-Masih, or the life of Christ, to show that the Gospels
actually represent Jesus as entertaining great fear of the Jews.
. The writer says:“ But Christ had not yet begun to lay stress upon
this claim (i.c., the claim to Promised Messiahship), though he used’
occasionally to allude that he was the Promissed Messiah whom they
expected, as he did in the temple of Nazareth. But he did not put
forward this claim frequently or repeatedly, The reason of this was
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that the inhabitants of Galilee were liable to great excitement
and they cherished the fond idea of the worldly glory of the Kingdom
of Christ. Had Jesus, therefore, put this claim before them, it was
possible that they would have risen against the Roman government
and the result of this would have been that the hearts of people
would have turned away from the Messiah, und ke would have Sallen
a prey to the Roman sword. There was the same danger if this claim
had been made in J erusalem, for the Jews having risen against him
would have put an end to his life. Therefore in order that he
might be safe against every kind of interference, he thought it to be

advisable that the truth about his person and office should not be
made known for some time.”

Here it is admitted that Jesus feared to put forward
his claim to the Messiahship from fear of death, either by
the Roman sword or the violence of Jewish masses. If it is
really true, we cannot help terming it an abject fear, as no
prophet of God ever cared for his life in delivering ‘God’s message
to a people. It is moreover a strange combination of contradictions.
On the one hand we are told that Jesus was God, and on the other
that he feared to say openly even that he was the Messiah, lest he
should be put to death. Why should God have feared men? Wae
have read often of God-fearing Jews but a Jew-fearing God is
only a Christian invention. Again we are told, on the one side, that
the object of Jesus’ advent was only to die for the sake of sinners,
and on the other, that from fear of death he refrained of delivering
the very message he had brought. This is not however our concern,
We have only to show that if the Jesus of the Gospels showed the
abject fear which the ZTaraqqi makes him show, there cannot be
the least objection to the noble fear which he showed after crucifixion
by assuming the disguise of a gardener and flying away to a
distant country, lest he should againfall into the hands of the Jews,
as it was for deliverance of his message to the other Israelite tribes
that he did this. In fact, Jesus did not show any fear on this
oceasion but only observed due caution, as it is the duty of every
good man to observe for the safety of his precious life,
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