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The Story of the Two Martyrs.
*THE SECOND ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH.

Praise be to God, and peace on His servants whom He has
chosen,

Though all sorts of outrages and atrocities are committed on the
face of the earth, yet the inhuman deed done in the name of religion,
the details of which are given below, is unique in its barbarity, and
a relation of the incidents of this cold-blooded murder is enough to
draw tears from the eyes of the most hard-hearted men. To describe
all these events in order, it is necessary to explain the nature and
object of the heavenly message with which 1 am entrusted. When
Almighty God saw that the world was steeped in iniquities, transgres-
sions and errors, He raised me to draw it from this state of degradation
and commanded me to preach the truth and reclaim the world from the
evils into which it had fallen. So, exactly at the time when the thir-
teenth century of Hejira had come to a close and the world had entered
upon the fourteenth century, I announced my mission in obediencé®o
the Divine commandment and made it known to the people through
my words and writings that I was the reformer promised to appear
at the commencement of the fourteenth century for the reforma-
tion of the faith, so that I should re-establish upon the earth the faith
which had vanished from its face, and that being strengthened by God,
I might draw the world by the powerful attraction of His hand to true
virtue, piety and righteousness and remove the prevailing errors in
doctrine and practice. A few years after thisI was informed in clear and

*This subject should be read in continuation of the one appearing in the October
number under the same heading,
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plain revelations from the Divine Being that I was the very Messiah
who had been promised from the beginning for the last days, and that
I was also the last Mahdi who was ordained to appear at a time when
Islam would be in decline and errors would prevail, and who being
guided in the righs;path by Almighty God Himself, was destined to offer
heavenly truth anew to the world, and the glad tidings of whose advent
had been given by the Holy Prophet, may peace and the blessings of
God be upon him, thirteen centuries ago. Divine revelations and the
Word of God came so frequently and so plainly spoke of my heavenly
office and mission that it was impossible for me to entertain the
slightest doubt as to their truth and heavenly origin. Every revelation
was strongly impressed upon my mind and driven like a nail of iron
into the very core of my heart. Moreover these revelations disclosed
wonderful prophecies whose fulfilment was clear as daylight. Their
frequency, the permanency of their effect and their miraculous power
compelled me to believe that it was the Word of the same one God
whose word the Holy Quran is. I have not here spoken of the Bible
as being the Word of God for it has been tampered with to such an
extent and undergone so many changes from human hands that it
does not now deserve to be called the Word of God. But the Word of
God, which is revealed to me, is so sure and certain that I have found
and seen my God through it. The certain truth of my revelation ig
not only established by the heavenly signs which accompany 1it, but
every word of it was found in accordance with the letter and spirit of
the 'Holy Quran when its truth was tested by this criterion. Its truth
was further demonstrated by the appearance of the promised
signs. The sun and the moon eclipsed in the month of Ramzan in
#ose very days, in accordance with the prophecy which declared a
peculiar eclipse of the sun and the moon in the time of the Mahdi.
The plague also made its appearance and havoced the Punjab. This
visitation of the plague in the last days was also foretold in the
Holy Quran as well as by the former prophets and its devastation was
described to a be general devastation to which no village or town would
be an exception. Thus has it come to pass in aceordance with the
prophetic word. Of its appearance in this country, Almighty God
informed me more than twenty-two years before its visitation, and
revelations on this point were afterwards granted in abundance, fre-
quently expressing the same meaning in different forms. In the

“u
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following revelations Almighty God addressed me thus.* ¢The doom
of God comes to pass, therefore, hasten it not. These are the ‘glad
tidings which the prophets of God have always been receiving. Verily
God is with those who fear Him, (that is to say, who tremble in the
presence of Divine awe and majesty, and on account of the humble-
ness of their hearts and their respect for the Divine injunctions fear to
tread not only the paths of open transgression,but also those of doubtful
rectitude, and whose words and deeds are marked by a want of bold-
ness and by an exercise of due care and caution) ; and God is with
those who are faithful to Him and who do good to His creatures. He
is mighty and powerful ; He has power over everything, but most peo-
ple do not know it. When He willeth a thing, His command to it is,
Be, and it comes into existence. Can you flee from Me and verily
We will revenge ourselves upon the sinful. They say: ¢It is but the
word of man and other people assist him in the matter ; he is an
ignorant man or beside himself.” Say to them: *Ifyou love God, come,
follow me that God may love you," As for those who deride thee, have
thou nothing to do with them, for We will maintain thy cause against
them. I will bring him to disgrace who is intent upon thy disgrace, and
will assist him who assists thee. I am God in whose presence the sent
ones fear not. When the assistance of God and victory will come, and the
Word of thy Lord will be fulfilled, then will it be said : ¢ Thisis what
you hastented.” And when it is said to them ‘ eause not disorders in the
earth, they say, ¢ Nay, rather do we set matters right’ ; of a certainty
they themselves are the authors of disorder. And they take thee as
the subject of their railleries, and say in derision: ‘Is this he whom
God has sent as an Apostle | > This is how they take thee, but the
fact is that we offered truth to them and they hated it and rejected  it.
Verily, they who walk unjustly will soon find out in what direction
they shall be turned. Praised is God and exalted high above what
they ascribe to Him. And they say ¢ Thou art not a messenger of God’;
say to them ¢ I have with me the testimony of God; will you then
believe 7’ Thou hast dignity in My presence; I have chosen thee for
Myself. When thou art angry with a person, I am also angry with him,
and whomsoever thou lovest, I also love. Almighty God doth praise
thee from His throne on High, God praises thee and walks towards
thee. Thou hast a place in My presence which the world does not

*T'ho original revelations are in Arabic and their translation is given here,
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know. Thou art to Me as My Unity and oneness. Thou art from Ouar
water and they are weak-hearted. Praised be God who made thee
Christ, son of Mary, and taught thee what thou wast ignorant of. And
they said : ¢ Wherefrom and how hast thou got this dignity and high
rank.’ Say to them:* My God is a wonderful God.” No one can undo
the grace which He chooses to bestow upon His servants. He is
not questioned of what He doeth, but men are questioned of their
deeds. Verily thy Lord doth what He willeth. He created the last
Adam and gave him honor and dignity. I willed that I should make
one my vicegerent upon earth, so I created this Adam. And the peo-
ple said : ¢ Dost Thou place upon the earth as Thy vicegerent one who
shall act corruptly therein, i.c., who shall bring about disunion * God
said, ‘ I know things which you know not.” And they say, ¢ This is
but a fabrication.” Say ¢ It is God who has established this dispensa-
tion;’ then leave them in their vain sports. Verily we have sent him
with truth and he came at a time when his need was truly felt. We
have sent thee as a mercy for the whole world. O my Ahmad, thou art
according to my wish and thou art with me. Thy secret is my secret.
Thy rank is great and thy reward is at hand. I enlightened thee and
chose thee. A time will come on thee like the time which came upon
Moses. Do not intercede with me for the evil-doers, for verily they will
be drowned. And they will devise plans against thee, and God will also
devise plans for their destruction, and God is certainly the best planner.
Verily God is a generous God who walks before thee and He holds him
as His enemy who bears enmity to thee. He will grant thee gifts which
will please thee. Verily we will inherit the earth, and we are eating it
away from its sides that thou mayest warn the people whose fathers
and grandfathers have not been warned, and that the way of the
sinners may be made clear. Say, ‘I am commanded by God and I
am the first believer.’ Say, 1t has been revealed to me that your
God is God alone ; and all goodness is in the Quran. The treasures of
ite hidden truths and deep meaning are disclosed to those who are
purified by the hand of God : what tradition will you then believe
after the Quran, i.e., departing from its injunctions. They wish to
exert themselves to their atmost against thee, so that thy affair may be
left unfinished, but God wills it that thy affair should be perfected, and
God will not leave thee until he sever the virtuous from the wicked.
God is he who has sent His Messenger (i.c., the Promised Messiah)
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with the guldance and the religion of truth that he may make it
victorious over all other rel: glons and the promise of God was one day
to be fulﬁ lled. Verily the -yromise of God has come and it pawed and
mended the affair. God will save thee from thy enemies and He will
attack liin who attacks thee unjustly. His wrath has come down
upon tlie 2arth for people disobeyed His commandments and transgress-
ed His laws. Diseases shaﬂ be spread in the country and lives shall be
destroy>d in various ways. This has been decreed upon heaven and it
18 the ¢ etitpa of the mlghty God who is powerfuland great. God will not
remove t e evils that have befallen this generation until people change
the con lisi sion of their hea.rtq; He will take into His protection the
village &01 Qadian after a little trial.* On that day there will be no
protect: o except God. Bu 1d thou the ark before Our eyes and accord-
ing to ()Lfl‘ revelation. Th{ powerful God is with thee and with thy
people. I will save every one who is within the four walls of thy house
except shose who with vani by and haughtiness rebel against My com-
mandmerts and do nob Tow in submission before Me. Theel will
proteob in particular from ¢ mong all people. ¢ Peace’ is the word of a
mercifil ‘Lord. *Peace unto you for you are pure in heart ; and be ye
sepfa.ratbc , O sinners, this day I will stand by my Apostle and I
will bréa'c the fast and kee*) it. I will blame him who blames thee,
and gr(.nl thee the bless1nd> which shall know no end, and kindle in .
thee the light of My manifistation. I will not leave this earth until
the a.pll,o nted time, i.e., m7 wrath will be upon it. I am the lightning
and I 2w the merciful, hhe ‘Lord of benevolence and bounty.”

Sl}{c_:essne revelations thus came to me and mighty and wonder-
ful sigusjwere revealed. Commanded by God, I published my claim
to be tael Promised Messia.lr with its arguments and announced it to
the wor.d. In the province of Khost in the country of Afghanistan
lived a learned and ho'y* man, Akhun Zada Maulvi Abdul Latif,
into wacse hands my books fell by chance,and he read them the argu-
ments (n, support of my cliim, arguments which were deduced from
three dLﬁ'erbnt sources, "iz., sacred books, reason and heavenly signs.

*Ihe vord in the original re’ relation is G which is used in Arabic to denote a
taking iht» one's protection after'some adversity and saving from still greater adversities
and desirviction. In this sense tlie words X jand o J ] have been frequently used

in the B oly Quran as the verse LS‘) ks L,:,“J i oy ¢ ) shows,

1
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These arguments carried conviction to his heart, for he was a man of
great learning and piety, and walked in righteousness and purity of
heart before God. He had no hesitation in the acceptance of my
claims, and he at once recognised me .as the Messenger of God. He
eagerly perused such of my books as he could get, and his soul which
on account of its purity was ever ready to accept the truth, was drawn
towards me with a powerful attraction. The mighty magnetism of
truth and the increasing attachment of love and sincerity at last over-
Came every physical barrier. To get a license to leave Afghanistan, he
determined to perform a pilgrimage to Mecca and asked the permis-
sion of the Amir for this holy object. As he was revered by the
Amir on account of his great learning and piety, and had for that
reason been placed at the head of the Ulama of Afghanistan, he was
not only granted permission but also a donation for payment of part
of expenditure. Having thus obtained permission, he reached Qadian,
When I saw him, I found him at a stage of submission in the
acceptance of my claim and of obedience to my will, beyond which it
is impossible for a man to go. His soul was so full of love that it
sent out rich odours like a perfume-bottle. His heart appeared to
me no less shining than his brilliant face. What was so noble and
praiseworthy in him, was his complete severance from earth and per-
fect devotion to heavenly work. He was of the righteous servants of
God, whose piety and submission to His commandments have no bounds.
In the love of God and in seeking His pleasure, he was ready to spurn
worldly glory and honor and to put down his life and throw away his
property like a trifle. So great was the power of his faith that
I will be guilty of describing it inadequately if I compare it to the
greatest mountain. There are many people who swear repentance on
my hands and recognise the truth of my claim, but they are not
purged of the poison of giving a preference to worldly things over
the service of God, and their imperfect minds are still tainted with
various evils so that they cannot give up their life, property or honor
for the sake of God, and are contented with an imperfect state of
morality. On account of this weakness and imperfection in them, I
hesitate in asking them to perform any great service for the
sake of God, lest they should renounce the promise of Baiat and
thus even lose the little which they have gained. Maulvi Abdul
Latif was not one of these, In his love and enthusiasm he went so far
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as to discard all worldly things and renounce all that he had. There
are many people whose end i not as good as their beginning and who
stumble at the slightest trials or the faintest insinuations of the Devil
But the holy man I am speaking of was not one of them. His per-
severance in the path of Godi could not be shaken by the strongest

temptations, and the light of certainty which was in him shone
every moment with greater fustre and brightness.

When Maulvi Abdul Letif came to me, I questioned him as to the
arguments by which he had ;gnown me to be the true Messiah. He
stated that the Quran was hi3 great gnide in this respect. Looking
at the deep moral degradation of the world he had come to the con.
clusion, he said, that the Muz;jlims of the present age had fallen away
from truth and were totally ignorant of what a true spiritual life was.
Their lips declared a faith in God but their hearts were utter stran-
gers to the true conceptio;l of faith. In doctrine and in practice,
in words and deeds they wer: involved in serious errors, innovations
and transgressions of the Divine commandments, He further stated
that this degraded conditi{ln of Islam became the more deplorable
when the hostile attacks upon it were taken into consideration. On
account of the prevailing igncrance and darkness in which people wera
involved, their hearts had lost all vitality. The religion and righte-
ousness which the Holy Proyhet preached to his companions, and the
sincerity, certainty and faith; which they had, had almost vanished
away. From all this he ghw that Islam had lost its life and that,
therefore, the time had cdme when some one should have appeared
to impart to it a new life. Thus did he daily muse, he stated. Nay,
he was daily and hourly beco;ming impatient because he did not hear
the voice of the promised ond, and the time had almost passed away.
In those very days he was informed that one claimed to be the Pro-
mised Messiah at Qadian in the Punjab. Then he read the books
which contained this claim g£nd critically examined the arguments,
and tested them by the Floly Quran, and found the Holy Book
supporting every argument o the claim and confirming the statements
of the claimant. This was the beginning of his movement towards me.
He saw that on the one hand. the Holy Quran plainly stated that Jesus
had died and that he would not come back, and that on the other, it
promised that successors would be raised to the Holy Prophet like the

[ ;
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successors of the prophet Moses, and that these statements led to the
necessary conclusion that as the line of Moses’ successors was termi-
nated by a Messiah who did not resort to religious wars, so the
termivating link in the chain of the Holy Prophet’s successors was
to be a Messiah in the spirit and after the manner of the first Messiah.

In short, I heard many words of deep wisdom and knowledge
from the lips of that righteous man, Maulvi Abdul Latif. He was
80 fond of my words that he changed his resolution of performing a
pilgrimage and stayed with me for several months. He told me that
he stood in need of the knowledge which should strengthen his faith,
and that such knowledge was no doubt preferable to virtuous deeds.
Finding him thus attentive to my words, I gave him as much informa-
tion regarding this heavenly dispensation as I could during the short
time that he lived here. The arguments which I produced in support
of my claim are briefly stated below.

The Holy Quran says: (S Sle ) os LS Yy FK*J ) UJm) ) U)
Yyu ) usys ) W ) ) “ We have sent to you a prophet, a witness
over you, i.c., a witness of the corrupt moral state in which you are,
like to the prophet whom we sent to Pharoah.” In this verse Al-
mighty God calls our Holy Prophet the like of Moses. Again in the
chapter entitled « the Light,” the Holy Quran says : L R RS
o M) Calsin ) LS SRR, (.‘,is‘st'\ing @ lshal ) ) gloe r(;w ) give |
qu..}'i o *“ God has promised to those of you who believe and do the
deeds that are righteous, that He will make them successors (to the
Prophet) in the land like those who were made successors before them,
(t.e., the successors of Moses).”” Here the chain of the successors of
the Holy Prophet is described as resembling the chain of the suc-
cessors of Moses. For the truth of this resemblance it is, therefore,
necessary that the first prophet in Islam should be the like of Moses
and his last successor the like of Jesus. Now it is universally agreed
upon by the Muslims that the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace
and the blessings of God be upon him, was the like of Moses. It is,
therefore, sheer bigotry to deny that the last successor of the Holy
Prophet will be the like of Jesus. Such a denial is in fact a deli-
berate renunciation of the Holy Quran itself, for not only does the
Holy Quran call the Holy Prophet the like of Moses, but it further
traces out a perfect resemblance between the successors of the founders
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of the two laws. It is, therefore, unquestionably and undeniably true °
that the system of the Muslim successors of the Holy Prophet musbt
terminate in the like of Jesus, i.¢., in a Messiah. Moreover, as the re-
semblance between the first and the last of the Mosaic system and the
first and the last of the Muslim system respectively, conclusively settles
the question of the resemblance of the two systems,:therefore; in the
Word of God stress is laid upon this point only. Nay,iia resemblance
has been traced even between the enemies of the founders® of the two
systems, and between the enemies cf the last successors of the two sys-
tems Thus Abu Jehl has been compared to Pharoah, and the enemies
of the last Messiah to the Jews who rejected Jesus.

In the verse which describes the likeness of the successors of one
system to those of the other, there is also a clear indication as to
resemblance in point of time. In other words, the duration of
time that elapsed from the appearance of Moses to that of his last
successor, must correspond in length to the duration which must
elapse between the Holy Prophet of Islam and the last Messiah. », Now
according to the Jewish account, Jesus announced himself as the
expected Messiah in the fourteenth century after Moses, while the
Christians think that fourteen centuries had already elapsed from the
death of Moses when Jesus made his appearance. Apparently the
Jewish account claims the greater credit, but even if the Christian
account is taken as the true one, the resemblance in point of time

marks out the present as ‘the time of the appearance of the last
Messiah.

In fact the resemblance between the two systems, extends to every
good and evil which is their lot. The Holy Quran says of the Jews
9 yloxl &y biis and elsewhere says of the Muslims in almost identi
cal words ; ylos’ S ,Bi4, the purport of the two verses being thab
Almighty God said to the two people that after granting them king-
dom and rule, He would then see whether they continued to walk in
the paths of righteousness as a reward for which kingdom was granted
to them or whether they departed from it. The expressions used here
with regard to the Jews and the Muslims are almost exactly the same.
This shows clearly that Almighty God has foretold that some of the
Muslims would be exactly in the same position in which the Jews were,
and that they would be guilty of the same evils of which the Jews
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were guilty, meaning by the people their religious leaders.

The closing verse of the Fatiha reveals the same purport for there
%00 by a universal agreement of the commentators the words o y.a%a) )
r.v,glz, mean the Jews who came under the wrath of God on account of
their rejection of Jesus. So also in authentic traditions it ig plainly
stated that the above words signify the Jews upon whom the Divine
wrath was executed even in this world. To the truth of this point,

the Holy Quran further bears witness in its statement, that She, Jewa ¥

were curseu Ly vesUS Bna nence the vengeance of heaven was brought
down upon them. All these considerations show conclusively that
by the rv:\_l,; & ya%e are to be understood the Jows who had plotted

to cause Jesus to die an accursed death on the cross. Now the prayer
taught by Almighty God in these words is in fact g prophecy fore«
telling the appearance of a Messiah among the Muslims of the conse«
quences of whose denial they are forewarned. Moreover when it ig
admitted that these verses foretell of a time when the Muslim-priests
would acquire a strong resemblance with the Jewish priests, it is
absurd to assert that for their correction the Israelite Messiah would
come down from heaven. Not only is such a supposition against the -
letter of the Quran which calls the Holy Prophet the seal of prophets,
and, therefore, forbids the coming of an alien prophet after him, bug
it also contradicts the spirit of the holy word, for the Muslims would
nob be the best of people as described by it, but the worst of them
if they are destined to inherit all the vices of the corrupt Jews, but
are totally unfit for receiving the blessings of Messiahship for which
office a foreigner would be needed in that case. Ifijt is true that
the Muslims must become Jews, i.¢., must inherit the chief Jewish
evil characteristics, it follows as a necessary comsequence that the
Messiah needed for their correction cannof be a foreigner. The fact
is that as some Muslim individuals have been called Jews, on account
of their close resemblance with that people, so one individual hag
been called Jesus on account of his complete resemblance with that
prophet and his having his characteristics. As the Muslims are not
literally Jews or descendants of Israel, so the Messiah is not literally
Jesus Christ, the Israclite prophet.

It should be borne in mind that the words recorded in the Sura
Fatiha which teach the Muslims to pray that they may not becom
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of those:with whom God is angered (s, the Jews), would not have
been nesded if certain individuals from among them had not
been in danger of becoming Jews. Whenever there is a Divine
injunctidn to a people to refrain from a certain course, there is always
beneath she prohibition a prophecy that some of the individuals so
forbidden, will adopt that course. There is not & single instance in
which all men may have observed the injunction. All heavenly books
disclose this law. For instance in the law of Moses, the Israclites were
commanced not to alter the Word of God, and the result was that the
commangment was broken and the original text was tampered with,
But suchia commandment was not given by Almighty God to the
Muslims | regarding the Holy Quran. On the other hand, its pre-
servation;from corruption remained directly in Divine charge. Thus
Almightyl God says of it: wob =i 19,530 W P ouss U
« Verily ‘LlVe have revealed the Quran, and verily We will be its pro-
tectors.” - In short, it is a sure and certain law in the Divine word

that when it prohibits a people from taking a vicious course or
commands them to adopt a righteous one, it does so with the know-
ledge thaf some of them will break that law. Accordingly, it would
be seen that the Divine injuncion to Muslims not to become the Jews
whom Divine punishment overtook in this very life on account of their
rejection &nd persecution of the Messiah, disclosed a prophecy that

some of the Muslims would follow the footsteps of the Jews and reject

and perseute the Messiah that would be sent to them. No one can
seriously rnaintain, that it was meant that the Muslims would become

the descenlants of Israel and persecute the same Jesus, son of Mary,

who was persecuted before, for neither that Jesus nor those Jews are
%o be seen on earth. The verse, therefore, relates to the future and not
to the pasts and foretells that a person would be raised among the
Muslims inithe last days after the manner and in the spirit of Jesus
Christ and the priestly class would then abuse, torture and persecute
him like thie Jewish priests of old. The hard-heartedness and evils
of the Jews would be witnessed in them and, therefore, though in
name they would be the followers of the Holy Prophet, yet on account
of their rejection and persecution of their Messiah, they would be
called Jews If then the Muslims would turn into Jews and inherig
their vices, it is necessary that one of them should also be made the

Messiah, for it is a disgrace to the Muslims that all dishonor and evil

3
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should fall to their lot, while glory and blessings should be reserved
for an Israelite. The prayer taught in the Futihe is in fact & prophetie
prayer and clearly signifies that & Messiah would be raised among the
Muslims like the Messiah who was raised among the Jews, and that
gome of them would become Jews om account of their persecutions of
the Messiah, and that, therefore, every Muslim should pray that at the
appearance of the Messiak, he may not be numbered with the Jews.

It should also be remembered that the wrath of God which is
spoken of in the verse of the Fatiha referred to above, indicates the
punishment that overtook the Jews in this world, for the punishment in
the next will be dealt out to all unbelievers alike and, therefore, in res-
pect of that punishment all men who undergo it, are under the wrath
of God. In the verse under discussion, however, only those Jews are
spoken of who persecuted Jesus and being cursed by him were pun-
ished even in this life, at first by a destructive plague and afterwards
at the hands of Titus. According to the prophetic prayer of the
Fatiha, the Muslims must follow the same course and meet the same
fate. In other words it foretells that a Messiah will appear among
them after the manner of the first Messiah, i.e., he will not take up the
sword, but propagate the true religion by heavenly signs and pure
teachings, and that when he will be persecuted by the Muslims, the
wrath of God will overtake them in the form of the plague and the
words of prophecy that had been announced from the beginning
will be fulfilled. The supposition that the same Jesus, son of Mary,
the Israelite prophet would reappear in the world in the last ages is
against the spirit of the Word of God. To anyone Who reads the
Quran with an impartial aud critical eye and studies it profoundly,
it would be as clear as daylight, that the Word of God points out &
close parallelism and a complete resemblance between the Mosaic
and the Muslim systems: for every blessing which was granted to
the former, it has reserved a blessing for the latter, and for every evil
an evil. There are those among the Muslims who are like the
Israelite prophets, and in the opposite direction there are individuals
under the wrath of heaven like the Jews who were cursed by the
Israelite prophets. The two systems may in fact be represented by
two houses having two parallel sets of buildings, each complete in
itself and not depending for aught on the other, the latter having been
built in place of the former when it was destroyed, The Holy Qurah

-
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does not depend on the Mosaic law for any thing, nor are the Muslims
in any way dependent upon the Jews. The perfect one who comes
for the Muslims comes from among them, and is spiritually fed from
the blessings of the Holy Prophet, his revelation being an image of
the revelation of the noble founder of Islam. This is the point which
must be rightly understood and it is here that our opponents have
stumbled. It was never meant that Islam should be degraded by the
appearance of an Israelite prophet for the correction of its followers.
On the other hand, it should feel proud of its resemblance which
entitles it to an inheritance of all the former blessings.

Besides this, it is the height of absurdity to hold such a doct-
rine in face of all authority when there is not a single instance of it in
the Word of God. Our Holy prophet Muhammad, may peace and the
blessings of God be upon him, was asked by the unbelievers to mount
up into heaven, and he was commanded to point out to them the
absurdity of such a question in the sublime words: o ; ., lssw 3
Y gy )y V) @S Jo « Say: Praise be to my Lord ? am I more than
a man, an apostle 2 7 If there is any truth in this answer, it may
well be asked, was Jesus more than a man that he was taken up into
heaven without any request ? Again the Holy Quran speaks only of
Jesus’ having been raised to God and not to heaven as is asserted, and
this is plainly taken in a spiritual sense. The objection of the Jews
against the truth of Jesus was based on the ground that having been
nailed to the cross, he died an accursed death and tha, therefore,
according to the Mosaic Law, he did not spiritually rise to God like the
true prophets, but that he was of those who were damned. It was of
great importance for the Quran to raise this objection before ack-
nowledging Jesus as a true prophet and if the CU of Jesus spoken of
in the Quran, refers to his bodily ascent to heaven and not to his
spiritual rising to God, the objection of the Jews remains unanswered,
Such is not the case however. The Word of God has decided the
dispute and refuted the objection brought forward by the Jews to
negative the truth of Jesus’ Divine Mission. In speaking of Jesus’
rafa, it has placed him on the same level with the holy prophets of
God and denied his subjection to curse. If this vital objection is not
refuted in these plain words, the onus lies on our opponents to show in
what part of the Holy Quran its refutation is contained. Or is it that
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Almighty God misjudged the whole case and instead of saying & single
word in refutation of the charge took upa totally different story
that Jesus had made a bodily ascent to heaven ? Such are the straits
%0 which our opponents are reduced ! They never consider that bodily
ascent is not a requisite of salvabion, and that what is needed isa
spiritual ascension to God. Again, the word rafa’ is preceded by the
word g?y5 Which means to cause to die a natural death, and
this circumstance enables us to see the nature of the rafa’ and shows
conclusively that it was only an ascension of the spirit which according
to the Holy Quran ig granted to every righteous servant of God after
his death. To assign any such meaning to the word ui ),J as taking
up into heaven with the body is a perversion of the Word of God, for
nowhere in the Holy Book or in the traditions of the Holy Prophet has
the word heen used in this sense, nor does any dictionary of the Arabic
language thus interpret the word when as here the subject of the verb
_ 10023 awd its ohiech a human being. Moreover %o insist upon assigning
such & novel meaning to the word g 5 is to assert that the Holy
Quran does not speak of the death of Jesus at all, and thus to set up for
him an everlasting life. In that case the consequence Would be that
his death even at any future moment would remain unproved for
wherever the word - g 43 is used of him (which is generally used to
“denote the death of human beings), it shall have to be interpreted as
meaning taking up with the body into heaven.

There are other difficulties of a serious nature in any such
assumption regarding the life of Jesus. For, if it is permissible in the
Divine laws that a man may come back into this world, how is the
non-appearance of Elijah whose second advent was a necessary condition
for the advent of the true Messiah to be explained ? When Jesus
proclaimed himself as the expected Messiah, the Jews brought forward
the objection that according to the prophet Malachi to whose book
a Divine authority was accorded, it was necessary thab the prophet
Elijah should come back before the true Messiah made his appearance.
They eould not, therefore, they asserted, accept Jesus as their Messiah
for Blijah had nob appeared. They pub this question to Jesus and the
only answer they received from him was that Elijah had appeared in
the person of John the Baptist. This answer instead of satisfying the
Jows roused them to indignation and thenceforward they looked upon

wr
\
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Jesus as an impostor. 'The non-appearance of Elijah before the advent
of Jesus, they look upon to this day as a conclusive argument for his
falsehood, and conscious of the force of this argument rely upon it a8
& satisfactory answer if questioned on the day of judgment for reject-
ing Jesus. Their allegation is that the plain words of prophecy told
them, not that the like of Elijah would appear, but that Elijah him-
self would come back before the true Messiah. This argument has
been forcibly expressed by a learned Jewish author who after citing
it appeals to common sense in man, and asks if an impostor can be
accepted on such slender testimony and unnatural interpretation of the
words of the scriptures. Jesus, he says, in order to make his own
pretensions plausible makes his master, J ohn the Baptist, the great and
renowned prophet Elijah; and then the writer heaps all sorts of abuses
on him for this perversion. Had it not been for the light thrown by the
Holy Quran upon the truth of Jesus, we would not have been able to
question the validity of the Jewish objection. For, it must be stated
in justice that the words in the book of Malachi, really speak of the
gecond advent of Elijah himself and not of the advent of another per-
gon in the spirit and power of Elijah as Jesus said. While the Christians
are clamouring for the Divinity of Jesus, his very apostleship would
have been questionable if the Quran had not come. The Christians are,
therefore, under deep obligation to the Quran, and if they have the
gense to appreciate it, they are bound to acknowledge it.

The question naturally arises here that if the book of Malachi states
in plain words that Elijah will come back before the advent of the
true Messiah, what was the fault of the Jews in rejecting Jesus whose
advent was not preceded by any such sign ? Isit true then that the
Jews were in the right in rejecting, abusing and persecuting one whom
they had strong grounds to believe an impostor ! Is it not
sufficient for the honesty of their motive that they acted upon the
plain words of the scriptures ? Apparently they could not be declared
culpable unless the prophecy stated plainly that the Messiah would be
preceded by a prophet appearing in the spirit of Elijah. But the
fact is that notwithstanding the prophecy as wor ded in the book of
Malachi, the blame still rests with the Jews. They knew full well that
in the whole religious history from the creation of Adam, there was
not a single instance in which a person who had once departed should
have come back into the world, The prophecy of the second advent or
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Elijah, they covld, therefore, easily see, was worded in metaphorical
language and such metaphors were not uncommon in Jewish sacred
language. Moreover, Jesus could be recognized as the true Messiah
by the Divine a;(xsistance which was granted him. In fact there were
many criterions Jy which they could see that Jesus could not be an
impostor, but ins:stea.d of believing in him, they increased daily in their
wickedness. - They had witnessed the light of truth in Jesus but pre-
judice and mischief hardened their hearts.

This questifm, however, viz., whether the Jews were culpable or
not in rejecting Jesus on account of the non-appearance of Elijah before
him, arises only}in case of the Jews to whom such a difficulty had
occurred for thé first time. The Muslims are in a far better position for
the solution of the same question. Nay, the difficulty has already been
solved for the'n. Moreover the Holy Quran has made use of words
which are clea.ri in their meaning. It has plainly stated that Jesus
died a natural (eath. Not only has it spoken of Jesus’ death but 1t
has gone furtf:ler and plainly indicated that Jesus would not come
back into this yrorld. In the Chapter entitled the Maida, Almighty
God relates the; answer of Jesus to a question put by Himself: “O
Jesus, didst thou say to the people to take thee and thy mother for
two gods 2 The answer is, * My Lord, had I said so, Thou wouldst
have known if, for Thy knowledge is all—comprehensive. I did not
say to them aught but that which Thou didst command me to say.
But when Th’:ou didst causesme to die, Thou wast a watcher of their
doings, while f could not.be aware of them.” This answer can never
be reconciled x‘}rith his second advent into the world. For, if there is any
truth in the d'_)ctrine that Jesus, son of Mary, will come again and live
for forty years upon the earth, and fight with the Christians and break
the cross, he cannot with any plausibility of truth assert on the day of

\ judgment thaj he did not know what happened after his death or
in what errors the Christians were involved. In his second advent he
should not on;y see the Christians and come to know of their false belief
regarding his own divinity, but should also fight with them for this false
doctrine, unti] either its holders are all murdered or the doctrine is
extirpated. ‘A person who with all this knowledge gained upon this
‘earth, pleads a total ignorance of the circumstances must be condemn-
ed as a liar, | In this case he ought to havean swered like a truthful
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servant of God that he knew woll that the Christians had gone astray
and taken him for a God, and that he opposed this false doctrine with
the sword and broke the cross. Nay, the question itself would not be
justified in this case, for Almighty God should know perfectly well that
Jesus had punished the people who had taken him for God. Why should
Josus be questioned as to the corruption of the very people whom he
had corrected or punished for their evil doctrine. Is it not strange
that Almighty God should first send a man 0 execute His wrath upon
a people who had gone astray and to bring them to the right path, and
when he had done his duty and punished them adequately and con-
verted them to the true faith, He should then question him if he
had led them astray ? In short, the Holy Quran clearly tells the
Muslims that Jesus died and that he will not come back but that some
one must appeat in his gpirit and power. Had such lucidity marked

d the Jews had been thus plainly told thab

the book of Malachi an
Blijah himself would not come back, they would not have perished.

QOur opponents agsert thatb though the Quran does not speak of the
second advent of Jesus, yet the traditions are clear on this point. But
there is not a single tradition stating thab the same Israelite prophet,
Jesus, to whom the Gospel was revealed would come back, notwith-
standing the plain words of the Quran that the Holy Prophet is the
seal of prophets. A mention of the name of Jesas or son of Mary only
ghould not deceive any body, for in the Quran (Swra Tahrim) indivi-
duals from among the M aslims have been called by this name. In
the chapter referred to above the Holy Quran compares ODe class
of the faithful to Mary and then speaks of the breathing of a soul into
that Mary which was unquestionably the soul of Jesus. It is, therefore,
clear that the name Jesus bas been given by the Holy Quran to some in-
dividuals of the Muslim people, and it is plainly indicated that some one
ffom among the Muslims will first acquire the characteristics of Mary
on account of ‘his perfect righteousness, and be called by that name,
and then thejspirit of Jesus being breathed into him, he will be called
by the latter name. In accordance with these words of the Holy
Quran, Almighty God first named me Mary, and then spoke of the
breathing of a gouland lastly He named me Jesus, as i clear from reve-

lations published in the Barahin-i- Ahmadiyya.

Moreover, in the traditions it is clearly stated that in his famous
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night vision the Holy Prophet saw Jesus among the other prophets
who are all dead. He did not anywhere in heaven discover Jesus
with his physical body. All that he saw was his soul among the] de-
parted souls in the same place as the soul of John the Baptist. Of
course the living could mot have gone to the habitation of the dead,
and, therefore, Jesus could not have joined the other prophets writhouh
passing through the door of death. In short Almighty God has jborne
witness to the death of Jesus in His Word while the Holy Prophet saw
him among the dead, and thus by his deed he has given the same
testimony. Any one who rejects these two testimonies, will be answer-
able to God.

~ The Muslims ought not to stumble where the Jews stumbled be-
fore them. They have before them the example of the Jews and
know with far greater certainty than they that Almighty God
never sends men back to this world. Had the second advent of a
man been possible, we stood in far greater need of our lord and master
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of God
be upon him, and his return should have been vouchsafed to us, for in
it was our whole delight. But these fond hopes can not be realized
and this door has been shut by Almighty God by the words e )
« Verily thou art mortal.” If this door were open and the Divine
laws allowed the return of a person who had once departed, why was
not Elijah sent for a few days before Jesus, and why were thousands
of the Jews left to perish on account of rejecting Jesus on this very
ground ? But Elias did not come back and ultimately Jesus himself
had to explain his second advent as meaning the advent of one in his
spirit and power. This verdict of Jesus is plainly recorded in the
Gospels and the question of second advent has thus been decided once
for all. A wise man should not walk in the path which has once been
shown to be dangerous. Did the Jews gain anything by insisting on a
too literal interpretation of the prophecy of Elijah’s second advent ?
Unbelief and damnation was the consequence to them, and those who
walk in their footstep, should not expect any thing better. Why do
they thrust their hand into a hole from which many have been bitten
before? Do they not remember the tradition ,=sa = 3o)) &ob )]
wh ye 8a) 5 “The true believer is not bitten from the same hole twice.”
They read the Fatiha every time in their five daily prayers but do nob
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for a moment reflect on its meaning and object.

There is another consideration of great im‘portance in this connec-
tion. On the death of our Holy Prophet, some of the companions were
under the impression that the Holy Prophet wes not dead and that he
would come again. Upon this Abu Bakr reaq the verse J ) doxe Lo
o ) el e s 03 Js) «Muhammad is onl{y an apostle and all the
apostles ha.ve passed away before him.” From this he concluded as he
explained to the assembled companions that th'are was no prophet who
was not dead, and that, therefore, in the death of the Holy Prophet
there was nothing strange or to be regretted, fcr death was the common
lot of all mortals including prophets. Had the companions entertained
the belief that Jesus was not dead, but that he md been sitting alive on
the heavens for six hundred years, they would’ have referred to it as
going against the argument of Abu Bakr, bt not a single voice was

raised against it, and there was a marked ag ‘reement among all the
companions that all the prophets were dead. If there was a man in
whose mind the faint idea lurked that Jesus wes alive, he cast itaway at
that moment. I say this because it is p«I ssible that owing to the
proximity of the Christian religion, some uninformed and short-sighted
men may have imbibed the false idea that J es:us was alive, but there is
not the least doubt that after the sermon preashed by Abu Bakr, there
was not a ‘single voice dissenting from the belef that all the prophets
before the Holy Prophet were dead. This wa? the first accordance in a
religious point among the companions of the Holy Prophet. There
are other reasons why the companions of ;he Holy Prophet Jcould
not have entertained the belief that Jesus Wias alive? To them the
Holy Prophet was the dearest object in the world. To men who were
lost in the love of their prophet, it was qui'ive inconceivable that their
prophet whom they knew and believed to be the most excellent of all
prophets, should die at the age of 64, while ¢n Israelite prophet should
have been sitting alive for six hundred yearJ on the heavens. Their
fond love for the ‘prophet could not have allo'ved them for a moment
to consider any one as excelling their master, Cursed is the doctrine
which is calculated in any way to lower the dl‘gm’oy of the Holy Prophet.
The companions were his true lovers, and to them it would have been
death in life to learn that their beloved prop et died, while Jesus was
sitting alive on the heavens. That nolle prophet was the most
beloved of all the prophets not only to his, companions but also to
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Almighty God. It was on account of the Divine love for God’s chosen
Prophet that when the Christians rejected His beloved Apostle and
deified a weak mortal, the jealousy of God ordained it that one of the
servants of Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of God be upon
him, should be made the like of the supposed deity and granted a far
greater share of Divine grace and blessings than he, so that the Chrisg;.
ans may know that all grace is in the hands of God. With this object
Almighty God has raised me among the Muslims. In short, it wag one
of the objects of sending a like of Jesus, son of Mary, amoug the
Muslims that his supposed divinity should be brought to naught. It
is as much against the Divine laws that men should go up to heaven
with the physical body and inhabit those celestial regions, as that the
angels should be embodied in flesh and inhabit the terrestrial globe,
“And the laws of God are never changed” says the Holy Quran,

Again, no heed is paid by the holders of this theory to the fact
that at the time when they make Jesus ascend to heaven, there were
as yeb ten tribes of Israel quite ignorant of his appearance, and, there-
fore, his mission was as yet quite incomplete, because it was directed to
all the Israelite tribes and not to one or two of them only. Asa
prophet sent for the reformation of a people, what reason had he to
Teave his work unfinished and take shelter on the heavens. Moreover,
among the Muslims, Jesus on account of his vast travels is known as the
travelling prophet, but he could by no means earn such a distinction in
the short period of 8} years after which he is said to have risen to hea~
ven. Asto his expected descent from the ecelestial abode wikh hosts
of angels in his company, suffice it to say that the effect of such a
glorious descent can be easily guessed in the case of a people who
havg taken him for their God on the basis of absurd and fictitious
stories.

These are all*concocted stories and vain hopes. The Promised one
has appeared exactly at the hour which was fixed for his appearance,
and the scriptures have all been fulfilled. The writings of the prophets
point unanimously to the present age as the time of the advent of the
Messiah and the Christians entertain the same belief. It had been
foretold in the sacred writings that the Messiah would appear at the
close of the sixth thousand year from Adam, and we are now in the
seventh. It was further necessary that his advent should be preceded
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by the appearance on the heavens of the zussinain which was marked
several years ago. It was also prophesied that at his appearance the
sun and the moon would eclipse in the month of Ramzan which took
place in 1894. There were also prophecies to the effect that at thab
time a destructive plague would appear in the land, and this also has
come to pass and the ravages of the plague are still devastating the
country. It was further prophesied in the Holy Quran and the tradi-
tions that a new conveyance would at that time come into existence,
and that conveyance by means of camels would fall into disuse, and
this has been fufilled by the construction of railways. It was also
written that the Promised Messiah would appear in the beginning of
the century, and now twenty-one years have elapsed. He who denies
me after witnessing all these signs, denies all the prophets and fights
against God.

It should be borne in mind that the decline of Islam which has
already advanced so far that hundreds of thousands of men have apo-
statised to Christianity, is in a large measure due to the vain hopes
entertained regarding the son of Mary, and to the undue dignity
given to him by the Muhammadans, so much so that they are almost
on a par with the Christians in ascribing Divine attributes to a weak
mortal. The wonder is that the attributes of humanity which were
found in the Holy Prophet whom they follow, and to which they have
no objection, are plainly denied in the person of Jesus. For instance,
it cannot be doubted that the Holy Prophet sometimes fell ill and
was subject to attacks of fever or other diseases and that he applied
the proper remedy in such cases. But if it be said that Jesus was
attacked by fever or any other disease, or that he was taken to a doctor
under such circumstances, they would be startled as if he had a
Divine nature and was not subject to human infirmities. ~What
a sad picture of Muslim ignorance | Jesus was no more than a man, a
weak mortal who inherited all the weaknesses and infirmities which
are the common lot of humanity. He had four real brothers, somg
of whom were his opponents in his claim to Messiahship. He
had also two real sisters. He was, therefore, one of the many members
of a large family. As a man he was very weak. He remained on
the cross only for two hours with nails driven into his bands, but
even in such a short time, he lost all strength and became quite sense-
less. Islam would never have seen these sad days if the Muslims
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had followed the Quran, and believed in the death of Jesus and the
impossibility of his personal second advent. “God is to be thanked
who has taken Islam by the hand at the present moment,

Among other arguments as to the truth of my claim, I pointed
out to Maulvi Abdul Latif that Jesus had sixteen characteristics
from a religious point of view. (1) He was a promised prophet for
the Israelites as the books of the earlier prophets show. (2) He
appeared af a time and in & country when and where the Jews had
lost all temporal power. It is probable that Jewish kingdoms
had been established in other countries and were in existence at the
date of Jesus’ advent, as the later history of the Afghans and the
Cashmiris, who are undoubtedly of Jewish descent, shows, But
in the country where Jesus was born, the Jews were the subject
people and were under the yoke of the Roman empire. (3) Jesus
appeared at a time when the Jews had been divided into various
contending sects which were at bitter enmity with each other.
Many of the prominent injunctions of the Mosaic law, had on
account of these internal disputes and differences been thrown into
doubt, the only doctrine of importance upon which they all agreed
being the doctrine of Divine unity. In all matters of secondary
importance, there was no agreement at all among them, and there
was no shepherd who could bring them all into one fold. In fact
their disputes could not be settled except by one who could
claim authority from heaven, and sitting as a judge over them
reject everything but truth. In all these contending sects, truth
was mixed with error and not a single one followed pure truth. The
duty of the reformer was, therefore, to extirpate falsehood by sifting
truth from error, and in doing this he could not have the sympathy of a
single existing Jewish sest on his side. It was for this reason that
the mission of Jesus was opposed by all in one voice and forgetting
their own differences for a while, they persecuted the new claimant
in one body. (4) Jesus was commanded to preach the truth in peace
snd not to take up the sword, while the Mosaic system had an i]l-
repute among the foreigners on account of its earlier wars. The
Greeks and the Romans were under the impression that it was pro-
pagated by means of the sword, and the murder of numerous children
by Moses and his successor Joshua, and the subsequent wars of David
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and other prophets appeared to them as fatal objections?against the
truth of the Mosaic system. Almighty God, therefore, deemed it
necessary that a prophet should be sent among the Israelites, who by
his peaceful preaching should remove the objection which’ was urged
against the Mosaic law. This apostle of peace was Jesus, son of Mary.
(5) At the time of Jesus’ advent, the Jewish priests and religious leaders
were morally in a very degraded condition and though the word of virtue
was on their lips, yet their hearts were quite devoid of it. They ob
gerved their prayers and kept their fasts to be seen of men, and to be
revered by them for their outward sanctity. Their hearts were
bent low on earthly things and earthly desires and their object
was to earn money whether by foul or fair means. They wore long
cloaks and magnificent robes but spiritually they were naked.
They fawned upon their Roman masters and by a false flattery won
worldly honor and dignity under the Roman rule. They sought
honor upon earth and did not care for the honor which is given upon
heaven to those who walk in righteousness and purity. The chief
of them travelled long distances to pay visits to Roman Governors
and were held in honor by them. Some of them were even Govern-
ment stipend holders and had great influence with the rulers and magis-
trates. It was for this reason that the humble preacher of Galilee was
made to suffer for their sake and was spit in the face and beaten with
stripes. He was kept in custody like thieves and culprits though he
was not blamable. But he was not cared for because he was alone
and humble while his enemies were many and men of great influence,
It was the policy of the Government to show favour to the greater
number and, therefore, he was not treated fairly and justly, but was
left at the mercy of the hard-hearted Jews, whose persecutions of the
poor Nazarean preacher culminated in their nailing him to the cross.

‘Such justice is cursed upon heaven, but woe to the rulers who do not

look up to heaven and do every iniquity they list upon the earth
under the cloak of justice. It is said that Pilate, the Roman Governor
of the province, and his wife were disciples of Jesus, and Pilate was, no
doubt, anxious to set Jesus at liberty, but when he found the priests and
pharisees murmuring and ready to complain to the Ceesar, he had not
the courage to act according to the dictates of justice and conscience, for
the priests had already prejudiced the Emperor against the young Gali-
lean by false reports that he was a rebel and an enemy of the established
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order in the country. Whatever their position under the empire, the
word of the priests undoubtedly carried a great weight against Jesus
who had no access to the court and who put his whole trust in God,
while the worldly-minded priests had by their cunning flatteries won
esteém and honor in the state. They were not true friends of the
Government but they had duped it into the belief that they were
its true well-wishers. For their sake a righteous prophet of God
was persecuted and brought to disgrace in every way. But the Om-
nipotent Being that looks from heaven on every iniquity that is
done upon earth and who has in His hands the hearts of men, saw
the mischief of the cruel persecutors and saved His prophet in a
miraculous way. He saved him from the accursed death on the
cross and listened to his prayer which he had humbly offered to Him
the night before; for when Jesus saw that his enemies were bent
upon taking his life, he fell down on his face before God and prayed
with strong crying and tears that the cup might pass away and as he
was a righteous man, his prayer was listened to. (Heb. 5:7.) He
was taken down alive from the cross and when he was in his senses
again and able to walk, he went out in the disguise of a gardener and
travelled to another country with his mother, as the Holy Quran says:
wires )8 ) iy, J1 eyl i.e., after the great disaster which
had befallen Jesus, viz., his being nailed to the cross, Almighty God
gave him and his mother a refuge on a lofty place which was secure and
watered with springs. Ina tradition it is stated that Jesus lived up
to the age of 120 years, and that after his death he was gievn a
place with John in the next world probably on account of the resem-
blance of his episode with that of the Baptist. He wasa righteous
servant of God, no doubt, but to give him Divine honors is the veriest
blasphemy. There have been hundreds of thousands of men like him
in the world and many will yet appear, for Almighty God was never
tired, nor will He ever tire, in electing men from among His servants.
(6) Jesus appeared in a country which was under the sway of the
Roman Emperor. (7) The Romans at first opposed Christianity but
by and by the new religion made its entrance into the heart of the
Roman empire and ultimately the Emperor himself became a convert.
(8) A new star appeared in the time of Jesus. (9) The sun eclipsed
ab the time of his crucifixion. (10) Destructive plague broke out
among the Jews when Jesus was tortured and persecuted. (11) A case
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was got up against him on account of religious prejudice and he was
misrepresented as a rebel to the Government and as its enemy. (12}
When he was fastened to the cross,a thief was also crucified with
him. (18) When Jesus was brought before Pilate that the sentence
of death tnight be proncunced against him, Pilate said that he saw
0o fault in the man. (14) Although Jesus was not an Israelite on
account of his having no Israelite. father, yet he was the last of the
Israclite prophets.  (15) On account of the. general security which
prevailed in the Roman empire, a vast number of improvements was
introduced, learning was encouraged and various sorts of facilities
were afforded. New laws were introduced for a proper administration
of justice and the true principles of social life and science were firmly
established. (16) Jesus had a resemblance with Adam in having
been bern without a father.

When it was the Divine will that the Mosaic system should be
brought to an end and replaced by the Muslim system as had been
foretold in the prophetical writings, it was so ordained that there
should be a perfect resemblance between the founders of the two sys-
tems as well as between their final prophets. The Holy Prophet was,
therefore, made the like of Moses as the Holy Quran plainly asserts.
Moses had taken up the sword against the unbelievers, and the Holy
Prophet was also compelled to resort to the sword after thirteen long
years of suffering and persecutions at the hands of his enemies when
the safety of the Muhammadans was in imminent danger and per-
mission was given for self-defence. Similarly, as Pharaoh, the
bitterest enemy of Moses, was destroyed before his eyes, so Abua Jehl,
the greatest foe of the Holy Prophet, was destroyed before him and
in his life-time. There are many other clear resemblances between
Moses and our Holy Prophet, but their details require an amount
of space and time not at present at our disposal. As in the
case of the founders, it was also necessary that there should be a clear
and strong resemblance between the final prophets of the two systems,
for these two resemblances were sufficient to establish a thoroughresem-
blance between the two systems. Hence the sixteen characteristics of

‘the Israclite Messiah are also to be found in the last Messiah who comes

as the final prophet of the Muhammadan system. These characteristics
may be detailed as follows:i—
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(1). First of all is the characteristjo of being a Promised Pro-
phet. Although there have been thousands of saints among the
Muslims, yet none of them had ever been promised to them, It
is the distinctive feature of the appearance of the Promised Mes-
siah only that he comes in fulfilment of a promise like Jesus Christ,
(2). Muhammadanism has ceased to be the ruling power in the
country where the Promised Messiah has been raised and English
rule has been established in its stead, just as the Israeliteg were the
ruled people where Jesus was born, (8). The Jews had been divided
into various contending sects at the advent of Jesus and stood in
need of g judge to decide their disputes. The Muslims are exactly
in the same condition at the present day and their division into
numerous warring sects calls for g heavenly voice to hush up all their
differences. (4). Like the first Messiah, the last Messiah has been
sent to preach his word in.peaoe and to abolish Jehad with the sword,
Time itself is warning the advocates of Jehad, that . the sword cannot
satisfy the search after truth. No civilised nation at the present day
resorts to the sword in religious matters, and perfect freedom ig
allowed in religious views in al enlightened countries. The believers
in the advent of a bloody Mahdi and a warlike Messiah should
not fail to see their errors under the existing circumstances. Such
views are in opposition to the Divine will. Reason leads us to the
same conclusion. Had it been the Divine will that the Muslimg
should fight for their religion, the Muhammadans should have been
the foremost nation in the -modern arts of war, and they ought to
have excelled every other people in this matter. But they are left
80 far behind in martial arts and the Christian nations are so far
ahead of them, that it is vain to expect that Christianity will be
ever brought to naught by the sword. From this we can also see
that it is not the Divine will that Islam should be propagated by
means of the sword. Yet there i a certain direction in which Chris-

Christianity in one quarter, and its fast deeline in the other, show
clearly that it is the Will of God that Islam should now become the
Predominant religion not by force of arms but by arguments and §ig 18,
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There is a very hopeful prospect for Islam to vanquish Christianity
in the argumental line, for heaven has shown this to be the weak side
of Christianity. The Christiar religion is fading away and the day is
not, far off when its false doctrines will disappear from the face of the
earth. (5). As the Jews had fallen off from true purity and righteous-
ness at the advent of Jesus and sought only worldy honor and pleasure,
50 are the Muslims in this age. (6). Like Jesus I have been raised
under an Emperor though he is far better than the Roman Emperor,
for the latter is said to have dismissed Pilate from his office of
governorship and thrown him into & dungeon where he was sub-
sequently beheaded, probably on a report from the Jewish priests thab
he had contrived to let Jesus escape alive. That was in compari-
gon with the present, an ignorant and barbarous age, while we are in
far better times and under a much better Emperor. (7). As the
Christian religion ultimately found its way into the Roman people,
the faith preached by the present Messiah is also sure to win the
hearts of the ruling people. My claim is even now read with interest
in Barope ard America and has in some quarters been supported in
words which could not be expected from Christian lips. The various
stalements of those who have reviewed my claim show clearly that
they are prepared to accept it and will accept it in the near future,
the more so when it is considered that Christianity is losing its hold
day by day. (8). The star which appeared at the time of Jesus was
geen on the heavens several years ago and from tkis it has been conclu-
ded that this is the time of the Messiah’s advent. (9.) As the sun
darkened at the crucifixion of desus, so both the sun and moon eclipsed
twice in the month of Ramzan in accordance with the word of pro-
phecy recorded in the traditions of the Holy Prophet, the Gospels
and the Holy Quran, and this occurred after I was given the lie. (10).
The persecution of Jesus was followed by a severe spread of plague
among the Jews, and mine has been followed by a similar outbreak in
this country. (11). A murder case was got up against me and in it an
attempt was made to show that I was a rebel to this government. Like
the Jewish high priest in the case of the first Messiah, Maulvi Abu Said
Muhammad Husain of Batala gave evidence against me. (12). The
thief that was crucified with Jesus was not left without his representa-
tive in my case. On the very day on which 1 was discharged, & thief
who belonged to the Christian Salvation Army was sentenced to three



482 THE REVIEW OF RELIGIONS, , (Kov. & Deg,
Hb LSRR e T

fmonth’s imprisonment, but was not like the first thief punished with

death. (13). As the Roman Governor declared Jesus to be blame-
less, so the English Magistrate who tried my ease said in answer to a
guestion from me that he did not lay any blame to my charge. Captain
Douglas, however, showed a far greater moral courage and g far mere
strict adherence to the principles of justice than Pilate, for whereas the
latter was filled with fear on the tumult of the Jews and delivered
the faultless Jesus into their hands, the former did mot _care in the
least for the priest that appeared in evidence against me, and thug
proved himself a man of far greater integrity than Pilate. He treated
me with kindness and indulgence and showed neither the harshnesg
fior the timidity of the Roman Governor. (14). Jesus was not of
Israelite descent for he had admittedly no Israelite father, but he wag
the last Israelite Prophet. Similarly, T am not of the family of Quresh,
but am the last suceessor of the Holy Prophet. (15). As Jesus appear-
ed at a time and in a country which was marked for its great phy-
sical and intellectual advancement, for the many facilities afforded
to the public in travelling and communication, and for reforms
introduced into laws, similarly has it taken place at this time and the
world has witnessed a marvellous progress in all departments of life
in the last century. (16). The last characteristic which was pointed
out in the person of Jesus, was his resemblance with Adam on account
of his having been born without a father. In this respect too, I have g
likeness to Jesus for I have also a resemblance with Adam in having
been born together with a girl. My birth took place exactly as stated
by Mohyid-din Ibn Arabi who wrote several centuries before that the
last successor of the Holy Prophet would be of Mogul descent, and
that he would be twin-born with a girl who would precede him, I
was born on Friday morning, and with me was born a girl, her birth
taking place before mine. This prophecy is found in the books
of that famous saint, but its source, which was probably some tradition
now lost or a vision of his own, is not indicated.

The presence in iy person of the same sixteen characteristics
as were found in Jesus is a clear evidence of my Divine appointment,
What ! I should be accused of lying, and my truth has been made
manifest in a hundred ways. I appeared exactly at the hour when
Wy appearance was anxiously waited for ; for me the sun and the

\j‘ p
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" moon eclipsed in the month of Ramzan as was foretold ; in my time
the plague spread in the country as was prophesied ; at my advert
pilgrimage to Mecca was proliibited for a while in accordance with
the prediction of the Holy Prophet my appearance was declared by
the Zussinnain; by the construction of railways was fulfilled the pro-
phecy relating to my time which foretold of the camels being given
up for a more convenient mode of travelling ; and hundreds of
heavenly signs have been shown by me. Is there a man who can
show the like of it ? By Him in whose hands is my life, more than
two hundred thousand signs have been manifested on my hands, and
nearly ten thousand men or more have seen the Holy Prophet in their
visions bearing testimony to the truth of my claim. Some of the
most reputed saints in India have been informed of my truth in
their visions. One of them died thirty years before my appearance.
He was known by the name of Gulab Shah and lived in the Ludhiana
district. He informed Mian Karim Bakhsh of Jamalpur that Jesus
was born at Kadian and that he would come to Ludhiana. Mian
Karim Bakhsh was a pious and God-fearing old man, and he related
this story to me whenI was at Ludhiana. His relation of the pro-
phecy of Gulab Shah made the Maulvies his enemies who persecuted
him but he remained firm. He informed me that Gulab Shah had
told him that Jesus, son of Mary, was dead and that he would not
come back into this world, and that the Messiah for the Muhamma.
dans was Mirza Ghulam Ahmad whom God had by His deep wisdom
and knowledge made the like of Jesus. Gulab Shah also told Karim
Bakhsh that a very hot opposition would rage against the Messiah
among the Maulvies but that their efforts to bring him to naught
would meet with total failure. He also said that the Messiah would
come to reveal the beautiful face of the Holy Quran by removing
blunders heaped upon it by the commentators. This prophecy also
indicated that Karim Bakhsh would live long enough to see the
Promised Messiah.

In spite of these testimonies I am declared to be a liar. The
error in which my opponents are involved lies in their wide expecta-
tions. They think that every word recorded in the traditions must
be fulfilled literally, and that the claimant to Messiahship must be
rejected if he does not answer to the description of a single tradition,
however unreliable it may be, But such a literal fulfilment of the
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prophecies which are in the hands of a people has never taken place.
Jesus did not appear in the manner in which the Jews expected his
appearance on the basis of their traditions. Similarly all their pro-
posed signs were not fulfilled in the person of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of God be upon him. They
thought that the last prophet would be from among the Israelites
but Almighty God raised him from among the Ishmaelites. Almighty
.Godcould have given, if He had so willed, all the particulars about the
Holy Prophet in the prophecies so that the Jews should have recog-
nised him at once, but it is His established law that when He dis-
closes a secret, He attaches to it a certain obscurity to try men and
to separate the wise from the unwise. For the Promised Messiah to
fulfil all the different signs proposed by the different Muslim sects, is
impossible in the very nature of things. Every sect has in its hands
a different set of signs and it cannot be satisfied until all of them
are fulfilled. In fact it is the function of the Messiah as a Divinely
appointed judge to sift truth from error and to declare what is false
and erroneous in each sect’s belief. In the prophecies relating to
his advent, he is described as “ the Judge ” and this shows that at
his advent every sect shall have in its code of beliefs a certain
amount of error mixed with truth. Therefore it is a serious error to
think that unless all the proposed signs are fulfilled, the claimant to
Messiahship cannot be accepted. If some of the signs are fulfilled,
it would follow that the traditions speaking of the others, which are
not fulfilled, are fabrications and must be rejected. The Jews who
accepted Jesus or our Holy Prophet acted upon this wise rule and,
therefore, they were saved. They had to reject a very large mass
of tradition and then they found the truth. It was sufficient for
them that many of the appointed signs had been manifested, and the
truth ot the claimant was fnrther made clear by the Divine assist-
ance which was granted to him.

All these things I mentioned over and over again to Maulvie
Abdul Latif, and to my great surprise he seemed to be fully ac-
quainted with these arguments beforehand. He found, he said,
numerous arguments in the pages of the Holy Quran for the truth of
my claim. He was full of certainty regarding my truth and believed
in me as the Promised Messiah with as much certainty as if he had
Seen me descending from heaven with hosts of angels, Since then it
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has occarred to me that though the descent of the Messiah (JJ)))
spoken of in the traditions may be rightly interpreted in the sense
in which we speak of the halting ( J 3);) of troops or of the putting
up (J J;’) of a new-comer, or in the sense in which the Holy:Quran
speaks of the descent (J 3 y*) of the Holy Prophet or the Gospel of
the coming down from heaven of Jesus and John, ypt the words
seem also to indicate that the truth of the Promised Mesgiah will be
established with such conclusive and clear arguments that to the
wise it will be as certain as a tangible fact, that is to say, as if they
had seen him coming down from heaven with their eyes. It was
with this certainty that Shahzada Maulvi Abdul Latif ;believed in
me, and since he had seen me, as it were, coming down f*om heaven,
he preferred the laying down of his life to deserting my I?:ause.

f

of my claim to Messiahship that it shines out like the m5ridian sun.
The Holy Quran has decided the question that Jesus diec}] a natural
death and that he would not come again into the world. 3 As to tra-
ditions, a hundred thousand of them cannot be given any credence
against the verdict of the Quran, and if they contain any statement
which is at variance with the Holy Quran, they must be rejected ag
spurious and fabricated. The Holy Quran has also deciﬁed;that the
successors of the Holy Prophet would be raised fror: among the
Muslims that there would be a likeness between them a1id the suc-
cessors of Moses, the last one only in each system coming in fulfil-
ment of promises given beforehand. The two most authoritative
works on tradition, Bokhari and Muslim, also speak of the Promised
Messiah being from among the Muslims. The Quran andjthe authen-
tic traditions are, therefore, both in agreement as to the Promised
Messiah being a member of the Muslim community. When these
points are settled, it only remains to be seen wheth
the Promised Messiahship can be demonstrated

Holy Quran has described all circumstances and

advent in full and clear terms and has even hinte
the traditions even the name of my village has b
and in the Bokhari my personal appearance has
distinguished from the Israelite Messiah. It is alluded to in one
tradition that the Messiah would appear in India, for Iidia is des-
cribed as the working-centre of the Anti-Christ and it is also

In fact such light has been thrown upon every side of ;he question

er n'y claim to
to bo true. The
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stated that the Promised Messiah wounld appear at a place to the east
©f Damascus, Kadian occupying exactly that situation. Other signs
detailed in the traditions have all been fulfilled, and as they have
already been pointed out above, we mneed not repeat them here,
Moreover Divine assistance has been with me in the same manner
&3 it was with the chosen prophets of God. Nearly two hundred
thousand people have been led te virtue and piety by swearing repen-
tance on my hands, The foundations of the Christian religion are
shaken and the whole superstructure is destined to fall. Islam hag
been divided into numerous sects and fallen off from the high stan-
dard of purity and righteousness which it originally taught. False
doctrines and evil practices prevail throughout the world, and drun-
kenness with all sorts of immorality is in full force. The world has
undergone a deep change and every wise heart is panting for a true
spririthal reformer. Snch are the signs that have been falfilled and
such the condition of the world. Under these circumstances, I was
commanded by Almighty God to announce myself as the long-expected
Messiah. The heavenly signs which have been manifested in suppors
of my claim can be counted by thousands. The whole world has
shown its powerlessness to produce their like. The fulfilment of
thousands of prophecies published beforehand is such a proof of my
truth that it can not fail to convince an unprejudiced mind.

In short, as long as Maulvi Abdul Latif was in my company he
listened with deep interest to all the arguments for the truth of my
claim which I explained to him from time to time, and alse witnes-
sed many heavenly signs which Almighty God showed in my support
during the time when he was here, These brilliant arguments, and
heavenly signs and the Divine lights attracted him to me with an
extraordinary power and filled him with a fupernatural certainty.
On “ene occasion he wag extremely delighted to listen from me an
answer to an objection. It was urged that the Holy Prophet being the
like of Moses and his successors the like of the Israelite prophets
there was a great Inconsistency in describing the Promised Messiah
as a prophet, while denying that title to the other successors of the
Holy Prophet. In answer to this objection, I stated that the Holy
Prophet was the last of prophets and, therefore, if his successors
had been called prophets, the finality of prophetship would have
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become a moot point. On the other hand, if none of the successors
had been called a prophet, the similarity with the Israelite prophets
who succeeded Moses could not have been established. It was, there-
fore, ordained by Diyine wisdom that the first successors of the Holy
Prophet should not be called prophets, so that it may be a sign that
the Holy Prophet was the last prophet, and that thus the finality of
his prophethood should be established. It was also ordained that
the last successor of the Holy Prophet, the Promised Messiah, should
be called a prophet, s0 that®he resemblance referred to above, might
be complete. The prophethood of the Promised Messiah morever
g not a substantial and independent prophehhood but one acquired
through the Holy Prophet. 1t is on account of his being a perfect
manifestation of the Holy Prophet that he has received the title of a
prophet. Thus in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya, Almighty God addressed
me saying by welea dea J L « O Ahmad, thou hast been made an
apostle.” In these words it is indicated that as being the mani~
. . festation of t‘:he\\?\tﬂz}’rophet, I was called Ahmad, thongh my nawe
was Ghulam Ahmad, 50 being “Aliiiiav, = wws e o oty s
Ahmad was a prophet. On another occasion, I explained to Maulvi
Abdul Latif the interpretation of the tradition which speaks of the
descent of the Messiah in two yellow mantles, the one covering the
upper part of the body and the other the lower. I told him that
this was an allusion to two diseases which would permanently affect
his health, for a yellow mantle indicates disease in dream, and
that I was accordingly suffering from two diseases. While yet Lere,
the door of revelation was opened to Maulvi Abdul Latif, on account
of the great certainty of his faith and the complete transformation
which had beeu worked in his life. It was then that he received
direct testimony from heaven as to my truth, and filled with cer
tainty, he sacrificed his life in this way unhesitatingly. The
gacrifice of life which he offered up is without a parallel in the
history of Islam, and such sacrifice in the cause of truth is only
instanced in the lives of the companions of the Holy Prophet. His
surrender of life in behalf of God is an important evidence of the
truth of my claim. For it should be borme in mind that Maulvi
Abdul Latif was not an ordinary man. He had a great Jagir in
Kabul, and also held a vast tract of land under the British Govern-
ment. He was a man of such great learning that he may be called the
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chief of the Ulama in Afghanistan and was treated as such in all the
great state ceremonials. He told me that he had about 50,000 fol-
lowers in Afghanistan, some of whom held high offices under the Amir’s
government. In short, he had a unique reputation in Afghanistan on
account of his dignity, learning and piety, and besides being a great
Maulvi he was known by the titles of Sahibzada, Akhunzadaand Shah-
zada. He had a large library comprising works on theology, history
and law, and was so fond of learning that he was always anxious to
add more books to it. In spite of this, he was very meek and hum-
ble of heart. For a man of such high position as Maulvi Abdul
Latif had, it is impossible to lead a life of humility unless he has
reached that high stage of righteousness in which a man surrenders
himself completely to the’ Almighty, Reputation and learning are
often obstructions in the way of a spiritaal way-farer and a hin-
derance to him in the acceptance or search of truth, but Maulvi
Abdul Latif walked in such humility that in spite of possessing
every excellence, nothing deterred him from accepting the truth,
and when he had once found it, he chose to part with his life rather
than the truth. His example is worthy of emulation for all my
followers and it is such a faith that Almighty God requires of them.

Below we give an account of his martyrdom, of the merciless
manner in which his life was taken, and of the perseverance which
he showed, and which no one ean show who is no completely cut off
from the world and whose faith is not perfect. Lastly, it will be
stated that the news of these two martyrdoms (i. e., the martyrdom
of Maulvi Abdul Latif and that of his disciple Abdul Rahman) had
been given to me by Almighty God twenty-three years before their
occurrence, and the revelations containing it were published at that
time in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya.

e

The Martyrdom of Abdul Rahman,.

Before Maulvi “‘Abdal Latif came here one of his chief
disciples, Abdul Rahman by name, came two or three times
to Qadian under the directions of his master. Every time that
he came, he lived here for several months, His faith was greatly
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strengthened by rtsmaining long in my co.npany, and hearing argu-
ments from me for the truth of my clain. The last time that he
went to Kabul he ywas fully acquainted with my teachings. In those
very days I had written a book on the prohibition of Jehad. Depar-
ting from me, Abdul Rahman reached Peshawar and saw thero
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, Pleader, who is my disciple, and who had
also written a pamiphlet against Jehad. de was s0 impressed with
our arguments agpinst this doctrine that he began to circulate our
views on the doctrine of Jehad in Afghanistan and to state that
Jehad with the English was illegal becanse under their protection
many millions of ‘\[uhammadans led their' lives in peace and safety.
By and by, Amir ‘Abdul Rahman came to'know of it. Some Punjabis
who were in the Amir’s employment, tolc. him that Abdul Rahman
was the disciple ¢f one who claimed to bs the Promised Messiah and
taught the illega’ity and prohibition oft Jehad in this age. This
enraged the unhéppy Amir and he ordered Abdul Rahman to be
cast into prison and having ascertained khat he was really my dis-
ciple and opposed: Jehad, he ordered him to be put to death by
strangulation. 1t is related that some lﬂleavenly signs appeared ab his
martyrdom. ! ;

Such is the sad story of Abdul Rah'man. We now proceed to
relate the events of Maulvi Abdul Latifls martyrdom and enjoin the
members of thisiect to pray for a faitly as strong as that of this
gainted martyr, jor a man is not counted with the faithful upon

heaven so long a3 he keeps in view both}_, this world and God.
L

—(——
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The'E Martyrdom: of Maulvi
Abdul Latif.

1t has already been stated that Manlvi Abdul Latif came from
Khost in the coyntry of Afghanistan, and stayed with me for several
months. It wai ab las resolved upon h2aven that he should win the
glory of being a; martyr in this holy cause. Accordingly he took leave
of me to return to his native land. “’he following events relating
to his martyrdom have been taken from trustworthy sources and from

|
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men who were present on the occasion. It is stated that when Maulvi
Abdal Latif reached the borders of Afghanistan, and while yet in the
British territory, he wrote a letter to Muhammad Husain, Kotwal,
who was his pupil, asking for the Amir’s permission to enter his
territories or go to Kabul and see him there. His reason for not
going without permission was that he had obtained license for
leaving Afghanistan with the object of performing a pilgrimage, bub
on account of his long stay at Qadian, that object could not be fulfilled.
Moreover, since he had recognised me to be the Promised Messiah, he
deemed it his primal duty to remain in my company and postponed
his resolution of pilgrimage to some subsequent year. Moreover it
i easy to see that if it chance to one who has set out to perform a pil-
grimage that he finds the Messiah for whom the Muslims have been
waiting for thirteen hundred years, he cannot go on pilgrimage with-
out his permission in obedience to the injunctions of the Quran.
Maulvi Abdul Latif, therefore, thought it necessary to inform the
Amir before entering his dominions and state his reason for not per-
forming the pilgrimage. Accordingly he wrote to the Kotwal that as
he found the Promised Messiah in India, and as it was of the highest
importance to see him and stay in his company, and not to do any-
thing without his permission, therefore he was obliged to stay at
Qadian and change his resolution regarding the pilgrimage in obedi-
ence to the commandment of God and His Prophet. The Kotwal
is said to have hesitated to inform the Amir of the contents of this
letter, but his assistant who was a mischievous man, having learnt
of its sender and the facts it disclosed took away the letter by
stealth and laid it before the Amir. On being questioned whether
the letter was addressed to him, the Kotwal is said to have
denied the fact to appease the Amir’s wrath. After waiting for
several days for a reply to his first letter, Maulvi Abdul Latif wrote a
socond letter to the Kotwal to the same effect and sent it by post. This
letter was opened by the Postmaster and sent to the Amir, who wrote
in reply to Maulvi Abdul Latif that he should come without any fear,
and that if the claim of the Promised Messiah appeared to him to be
true, he would also become his dieciple. This was a trick to get
Maulvi Abdul Latif imprisoned without any trouble. So he went to
Kabul. When he passed through the streets of Kabul, there was
& rumour that the Amir had got him into a trap. It isalso stated



1908.) THE STORY OF THE TWo MARTYRS. 441

that eight horsemen of the Amir were with him when he left Khost,
for®orders had reached the Governor of Khost to send the Akhunzada
to Kabul under watch. The Amir was in great rage when the holy
prisoner was brought before him. He ordered him to be kept at a
distance from him, and after a little while gave orders that he should
be cast into the prison with fetters weighing 128 Ibs. round his waist,
and shackles we1gh1ng 16 lbs. on his legs. In this condition Maulvi
Abdul Latif remained in prison for four months and during this period,
he was again and again told to renounce the behef that I was the Pro-
mised Messiah if he wished his life to be saved, but he only replied
that he was a man of learning and God had given him a clear judg-
ment by which he could distinguish between truth and falsehood,.and
that he knew me to be the Promised Messiah. He also stated that he
was fully aware of the fate that was reserved for him in case he re-
mained firm and of the distress that would overtake his family and
children, but that he gave preference to his faith over worldly comfort
and life. The rigorousness of his imprisonment can hardly be estimated
in India whefe much reform has been intro@i‘;ced in imprisonment.
Suffice it to say that it was worse than death itself. The people of Kabul
were struck with wonder at his extraordinany pérseverance It was am-
azing that a man who for his learning and sanctlty was reputed as the
foremost man in Afghanistan, who had passed ﬁfty years of his life in
ease and comfort and who had a large family, should thus patiently bear
every distress and sacrifice his life to his faith. He was plainly told
over and over again that he would be set at liberty and that his former
honor would all be restored to him only if he renounced his faith in
him whom he regarded as the Promised Messiah, but every time his
answer was that he was fully satisfied of the truth of my claim and
that he could not deny him whom he had seen and recognised for fear
of death. Of such faithlessness, he plainly told the Amir, he could
never be guilty. He was not acting rashly, he said, in preferring
faith to his life, but he had given the dcepest consideration to the
matter. Such a high example of perseverance the people of Kabul
had never witnessed before.

It should also be borne in mind vhat the repeated promises of par-
don on renunciation of faith were givento Maulvi Abdul Latif because of
his eminent position and of the reverence shown to him in the country
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-on:aecount of his learning and sanctity. -Such lenience to an ordinary
prisoner 1s not to be looked for in the stern land of Kabul. It 'ig
;possib'le that the Amir himself should have been sorry to sentence to
«death one who was like & sun in the country, but in religious matters
the Amir is no more than a puppet in the hands of the Maulvis. He
feared the Maulvis on the one hand, and saw, on the other, thab
Manivi Abdul Latif was blameless, and since he had not the courage
‘o oppose the judgment of the Ulama, he gave expression to his
feelings by repeatedly asking the dkhunzada to renounce his faith in
#he Promised Messiah.

The reason which weighed most with the present Amir as well ag
‘his late father in murdering such members of the Ahmadiyya sect as
#they could lay their hands on, was the doctrine of the illegality of
#Jehad tanght by it. The Awmir and his councillors were fully aware
what I had written against Jehad in my writings and that my views
awere directly opposed to theirs. The late Amir Abdul Rahman was
‘himself the author of a pamphlet showing the necessity and ilegality
of Jehad. Some Punjabis of the Ahl-i-hadis sect who visited Kabul
.and saw the Amir, probably informed him of the contents of my books.
On account of this difference, the Amir was already biased against me
-and my followers. Now, Maulvi Abdul Latif, while yet in prison,
wemarked one day that Jehad was forbidden, and that the Promised
Messiah taught plainly that we should serve and propagate Islam
ot by means of the sword but by establishing its truth with sound
.arguments. The presence of the Amir could not deter him from
-expressing his views, for he was dauntless in the utterance of truth
dhough it cost him his life.

Tt it stated 'by some of the disciples of Maulvi Abdul Tatif thab
® 'his journey home, he very often repeated the remark that the land
«of Afghanistan stood in need of his blood. I think this remark wasg
srue. The circulation in Afghanistan of millions of hand-bills, containing
arguments for the truth of my c¢laim, could not have produced the
«effect which his blood has done. The drops of his blood have been
«ast in that land like seed which would soon develop into a large tree
iproviding shelter for thousands of birds.

When four months had elapsed, the Amir.ordered Maulvi Ahdil

»
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Tuatif to be' Brought in:the public'court and’ warned him' of the fatal
gonsequences-if he' did not renounce his: faithi But. Maulvi Abdul
Tatif repeated the firm answer that nothing. could! shake his belief..
ihe torture which the Amir could inflict would end;. he said, with-
#his life but he feared Him: who could' inflict everlasting” punishment:
He further urged the Amir that as he knew himself to be in' the right,
He should be given' an' occasion' to- hold a debate on the points of
difference’ with: the Maulvis; and that he should be punished if he was!
proved to be in error. To this the Amirconsented,and- Maulvi Abdul
Latif was carried in fetters to- the plaece: appointed for the debatel

On the opposite side were eight Muftis-headed by Khan Mulla Khan:
while a Punjabi Doctor who was- an enemy of the Ahmadiyya sect,
acted as an arbitrator. Bight men with-drawn swords'in their hands*
gtood over the head of the prisoner. The debate' was carried op im!
writing and the audience waskept ignorant of the arguments of both:
gides. It lasted from seven in the morning till about 3 P. M. At the’
#ime of the later affernoon prayers; the judgment of heresy was:
declared against the Maulvi:Sahib. He was: asked-if he believed im
#he second coming of Jesus; but he firmly denied and stated that the
Holy Quran bore testimony that Jesus was dead and' that he would not:
some back. Uponthis they abused and cursed the holy man and raised:
$heir cries like the chief priests and elders of the Jews: before Pilate..
He was thereupon sent back to‘the: gaol with-all those heavy fetters:
The judgment was then sent to'the Amir but the papers containing;
the proceedings of the debate were intentionally detained. Such a
gecrecy of the proceedings of the controversy isa clear evidence that
the Maulvis failed: to refute the arguments of Maulvi Abdul Latif, and!
the conseiousness of their failure was the only reason of keeping both
the public and the Amir in the dark as to the force of his: arguments:
Alas for the Amir, that he passed tha sentence simply on the judg-
ment of the: Maulvis-and. did not care to' see even' the' proceedings of
the debate. It was his duty, if he had any fear of the great and just

Ruler of the Universe to' whom' he must return alone and empty-hand-
ed, to hold-the debate in his-presence, for he knew that its consequence:
would- be the death- of an innocent man: Moreover, the parties:
to the debate ought to have been treated with' fairness and justice and’
glaeed on:a platform: of: equality. Was it consonant with justice te’
kcop Maulvi: Abdul Latif in: severe: and. rigorous: imprisonment for
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such a long time and then at the time of the debate appoint eight
men with drawn swords to stand over his head, in order to keep bim
under awe and in torture and thus indirectly prevent him from adduc~
ing arguments as to his truth. Nay, it was the Amir’s duty to get
the proceedings of the debate printed and circulated among the people
to convince the public that the sentence was passed in true justice, and
that Maulvi Abdul Latif failed to prove the truth of his belief regard-
ing the Promised Messiah, the prohibition of Jehad or ithes’death of
Jesus. Ah!an innocent man was butchered like asheep before the
Amir’s eyes, and in spite of his truth and affording proof of it, and not-
withstanding his firm perseverance which is granted only tothe elect, his
sacred body was chopped like mince-meat, and his family.and children
were cast into prison with great torture and disgrace. Is this the
punishment for a difference of opinion in religious matters among the
Muslims 7 Ts innocent blood thus to be shed ? The British Government
which is regarded by the Amir and his Maulvis as a kafir govern=
ment gives protection to hundreds of different sects. If this govern-
ment had adopted the cruel course which the Amir has taken, how
many Muhammadans would there have been in India to-day ? Ah ¢
harrible injustice has been doue under heaven in taking the life of an
innocent man to whose holiness and piety the whole land of Afghanis-
tan was & witness, and that only for a difference of opinion in certain
secondary mafters. This Muslim Anir is far worse than that Roman
governor who, when the Jews comrpelled him to confirm the sentence
of death passed on a righteous man, washed his hands saying that he
did not see any fault in him. The Amir was bound to question hig
Maulvis on what grounds the sentence of death was passed, and what
the grounds were on which such difference of opinion was to be consi-
dered as amounting to heresy, and whether such differences did not
exist among the other Muslim sects, and whether they all with the
exception of one deserved to be stoned to death.?

After the sentence of death was passed, Maulvi Abdul Latif was
again called into the presence of the Amir and told that the Maulvis
had adjudged him to be a heretic, and that if he did not renounce his
belief, he would be put to death. But he was not to be shaken by such
threats and he was willing to die. Every new expostulation was reject-
ed by him with greater firmness, until the Amir knew it for certain
that nothing could tempt him to give up his faith. He is also related
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to have said that he would rise again after six days. I think he
said so on the basis of some Divine revelation which he might have
received at the time, for at that time he bad cut off every eonnection
with the world, and was in communion with the angels. What
he meant to say was this that he would be granted a new life, such as
is granted to the transformed and righteous ones, after six days,
and before the Liord’s day came, which was the seventh, he would be
raised from among the dead. The Holy Quran has also stated that the
martyrs are nob left among the dead but are raised after their death.
MThus it says: #La) by 1§),e) 6l ) g3 5h3 2 &) i Yy
« And say not of those who ave slain in God’s path that they are dead ;
nay, they are living.” 1t was to this that Maulvi Abdul Latif referred
when he spoke of his rising after the sixth day. 1 also saw a vision to
the same offect about the same time. I saw that a tall, graceful and
green branch of acypress tree was cut off from my garden and held in &
man’s hand. Some one said that it should be planted near the plum-
tree already cut and re-grown in a land adjacent to my house. After
this, I received the following revelation: He was cut off from Kabul
and came directly to us.” I thought-its interpretation to be this that
the blood of the martyr fell like a seed upon the land where it was shed
and that growing into a large fruitful tree, it would add large numbers
to this sect. Maulvi Abdul Latif has by his death set an example to
be followed by the members of this sect and of such an example they
stood in great need. There are those among them who, when they
have done the slightest service, think they have done a great deed and
laid me under an obligation, whereas it is a favor of God to them that
He gave them power to do that service. There are others who have
not come to me with full strength and full sincerity, and whose feet
are not as firmly fixed on perfect faith and true sincerity asthey claim,
Such men are ready to bid farewell to their faith for the love of the
world and fail in every trial. But God is to be thanked that there are
also those who have believed with a true heart and come to the Lord’s
side with true sincerity, and who are ready to suffer everything for the
sake of God. But the power of faith which has been displayed by
Maulvi Abdul Latif is still latent in them. May God grant the faith
and perseverance shown by this martyr to every member of this sect !
As long as there are Satanic insinuations in this world’s life, it is &
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g}eat‘hinderance to a-man’s-perfection:. Many will costie bat very few-
will set such an example.

Reverting to the story of Mhaulvi Al)’dit‘l"ﬂatif,?l\vﬁenflie refused to
listen to all expostulations, the' Amir drew up the Jjudgment with hig
own hands and caused it to be hung about his neck. He then ordered
his nose' to be' bored and a cord' to'be passed through the hole by
which he” was drawn'to the place of execution;. While he*was carriedi
in'this state of tortute, he was mocked; abused and cursed. The Amix
with his Muftis and Maulvis watched'and enjoyed: this painful sight.
When he was buried to his waist in’earth; the Amir once more ap:
proached him and gave him'promise’ of parden: on: condition of his:
rénunciation of his- faith, but ne' words: could: tempt him:to-such a-
Heinous deed as the renunciation of truth for the sake of a few days’
comfort. Upon this there was againatumult among:the barbarous:
Qazis and Muftis that he was-a Kufir and should!be stoned to:death:
without further delay. The Amtir then: ordered: the' Chief Qazi to
throw the first stone. The Qazi'requested'the: Amir’ that as He' was:
the raler; he should take the‘initiative.- Butithe A'mir excused him--
gelf saying that it was s matter of religion'inwhich'supreme authority-
lay with the'Chief Qazi. At last the first' stone was thrown™ by the:
Qazi which gave Maulvi Abdul Latif a fatal'wound. The next'stone*
was thrown by the nnfortunate Amir, and’ affer this tHere was a*valley
of stones from' all sides and within a few minutes the martys disap--
peared in the heap of stones: Orders were then given By the Amir for-
watch to'be kept on his'dead body because he Had'said that he would!
rise after the sixth day. This-oecurred on-the 14th July 1903.

The incidents that have been related above; have been talienlf'i'%m=
the reports of different men; some of whom:are the opponents of this:
sect and. who took partin:the stoning,-while'others are the martyr’s:
secret disciples. It is probable that the cruelty of the Amir has not
been fully represented on' aecount of his féear.. Such martyrdom wag:

~decreed by heaven for Shahzadu Maulvi: Abdul Latifi: God Knows.
what requital is reserved: for the tyrant for this cruel dsed. The Holy~
-Quran says: _gsud l@,gj'@}q;ﬂ"ﬁig$. 4}561',(5 b yme gy w ly o 851
“ Verily for him who'comes:to-his Lordias-a:mujrim, the punishment.
is hell in which he shall neitherlive nor'die:”” The Amir has brought:
himself under the verdict of:the Holy Quran: contained. in: the verse::
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o) ;\.C)J dla,')'.d‘q.c dU) g‘,.a&éj l@ﬁi) AGHES {.:\4,?. ¥ 5];:;\9 ] Qanlis Uuoj,/o LJ,,\,Q'; U"‘}J
tloslae by ) 3« Whoever shall kill a believer intentionally, his recompense
iis hel]; for ever shall he abide in it; God shall be wrathful with him angd
vcurse him, and get ready for him a great torment” Ah! how great a
Ibeliever was killed: one whase equgl there was none in the whole coun-
ttry ofAfghanistan. O Abdul Latif ! numerous blessings of God be upop
ithee for thou hast shown:thy sincerity in my life. As to those of my

tfollowers who will survive me, I do not know what they will do.

[Prophecies relating to My safety
and to the Two Martyrdoms.

"Theifollowing prophecies are contained on:pages 510 and 511 of the
Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya (published in 1880-84).: o W) SLoany : 1‘J = ) »
SO . o U Ky [;J\wlj.a ok o) k_‘(é,a,,‘,_,ardigmw ) LJMSJ
sose 3K al) ) !Jij'.s_'i Jg) yiedd 5. ol lale e J{_J ol &
ahy ) el g e Ll pr08 S8 IS e ) ) e A
oyt y Byl ) T 1) ey Sowt) by 5 LK) She b S o )y
o yolai Y f.‘ij Iy {;l.z..s_\dU, s -r:(J A gty Wl ) 92,5 o e r”r" The
ifirst portion of these revelations may be thustranslated: “Though people
.will not save thee from being killed, yet God shall certainly .save thee
God shall certainly savetheefrom being killed though people may try to
ttake thy life.” It is indicated here that people would form plots to kijl
yme and make attempts on my life, directly or JAndirectly by misrepre-
ssenting or accusing me before :the authorities, but all their efforts
will prove fraitless. Now although being killed in the cause of God is
ymartyrdom for all true believers whether prophets or not, yet for
igreater ends, Almighty God does not allow two classes of prophets to be
tkilled by their enemies, viz., (1) the prophet who is the founder of a
ssystem, and (2) the prophet with whom a system is terminated. Moses
sand our Holy Prophet are examples of the first, and Jesus Christ and
ithe Promised Messiah in Islam examples of the second class. 1t is e
ibhis reason that as in the Holy Quran, Almighty God promised to the
iHoly Prophet the safety of his life against the plots of his enemies to

NetlLhim, in the words . ) ) e _Soany all )5 i.e., “And God will save
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thee from the people,”” He has also given a similar promise of safety
to me in almost identical words. It can be easily seen that such Divine
protection in the case of the first and the last prophets of a system
is of the greatest importance. If the founder of asystem is killed,
the truth of the system is obscured and its foundation demolished
with the laying of the first brick. For instance if Moses had been
killed on the very day that he went to Pharaoh, or our Holy Prophet
had been killed when he was besieged by his enemies with the object
of taking away his life, Judaism-and Islam would have been nipped in
the bud and vanished from the face of the earth to be heard of no more,
Divine wisdom, therefore, so ordained it that notwithstanding thousands
of powerful enemies, the two prophets were saved at the most critical
moments in their lives. Similarly if the last prophet of a system
18 cut off in the midst of his work, the truth of the system will be
rendered difficult of explanation. It is the will of God that the beginn-
ing and the end of a system should be marked with great success and,
therefore, the founder and the last prophet are both specially protected
by Him. Since Jesus was the final prophet of the Mosaic system, he
was according to this Divine law saved from death on the cross, and
the same Divine law has again saved me from the plots of my enemies
to take away my life. Nay, Almighty God bestowed His grace upon
me to a far greater extent than upon Jesus, son of Mary, for his ene-
mies succeeded in fastening him to the cross, but my enemies were
hopelessly baffled in their efforts to bring the punishment of death or
any other punishmen?t on my head by involving me in a murder case.
The first and the last prophets of a system are its two boundary-
walls and their destruction involves the destruction of the whole
system.

There are reasons of paramount improtance for the protection
of the lives of the two classes of prophets referred to above, and for the
destruction of their enemies whoever they may be. Almighty God
sends them to bring about a transformation in the world. Since
the world is their enemy, the object with which they are sent could
never be fulfilled if Almighty God did not ensure the safety of their
lives. In every contest they are made victorious and their enemies
are brought low whatever their number and force. The fool says,
“I also am virtuous; I also say prayers and keep fasts.’”” The
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Jewish priests and pharisees thought the same, and some of them
even claimed to be the recipients of Divine revelation in opposition to
Jesus. But this was not sufficient for their protection or the des-
truction of Jesus. The true and faithful servants of God have such
close connection with Him, and are colored so deeply by His love and
sincerity to Him, that Almighty God is always on their side and
His wrath is upon those who stand against them and wish to eut them
off. It was thus that Balaam was destroyed. He had the vanity
%o think that Moses was not better than he. But the close connection
which Moses had with Almighty God cannot be adequately deseribed
in words, and this was what the unfortunate Balaam failed to see. He
came in opposition to him and was destroyed, nor did his virtue
benefit him in any way. Thus it always happens. The deep and
close connection which the beloved of God and His chosen and faithful
servants have with Him, is not seen by the blind world. Those who
have a formal piety and whose hearts are devoid of the true love of
God, stand up against the person who has been chosen and sent by
God, but it is really God that they are fighting with. 1t is impossible
that Almighty God should destroy him whom he has sent to bring
about a great transformation in the world for the sake of a few ignorant
men whose piety is imperfect. If the collision of two boats be
inevitable, one of which contains a just monarch with his counsellers,
while the other has a number of men from the lowest classes of
gociety, it is evident that the latter boat will be drowned to save the
former, and the destruction of a few men when such valuable lives
are saved will be a matter of rejoicing, not ome of regret. Such 18
the Divine law with respect to those whom God sends as His repre-
gentatives upon earth to bring men to the right path. Those who
stand against them however virtuous they may regard themselves are
brought to naught, because otherwise the object of God in sending
His apostles would altogether fail. If He were not to protect them and
destroy their enemies, no true worshipper of God would be left upon
earth. The world looks at the majority and thinks the greater
number to be in the right, but God does not look at numbers and
appearances but at hearts. The light of the love of God and of true
sincerity and faithfulness to Him which is visible in the elect of God,
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is such that I would have described it in words if I could. But since
the world began, no prophet of God has been able to describe this
gecret. The soul of His faithful servants falls down on the Divine
threshold with a submissiveness which cannot be expressed in
words.

After promising a safety for me Almighty God says in the revelation
quoted above: * But two sheep,” 1.e., two of my followers, “ will be
slaughtered,” i.e., killed blameless, “and everything that exists uponearth
will ultimately pass away.” In the sacred books, meek and innocent
men are represented by sheep and sometimes by cows. In this
prophecy Almighty God has not used the words that two of my follow-
ers would be martyrs, but has figuratively expressed the same idea in
beautiful language by speaking of the slaughter of two sheep. In the
sheep we find two great uses ; we get from it milk to drink and flesh to
eat. This prophecy relates to the martyrdom of Maulvi Abdul Latif
end his disciple Abdul Rahman, and it has been fulfilled 28 years after
its publication in the Barahin-i-Ahmadiyya. Maulvi Abdul Latif gave
proof of his resemblance with the sheep in its two benefits. In the
«controversy which took place at Kabul, he gave to his opponents the
milk of excellent truths and great verities, though it was rejected by
them. Again with the sacrifice of his life, he gave them his flesh and
blood that they might eat the one and drink the other in love for him
and thus benefit by the sacrifice which he had offered for them. They
knew well that they could not thus lay down their lives for the
beliefs which they owned and upon which their forefathers died.
They eould give no instance of any one from among them having ever
shown such perseverance and faithfulness. Such a sacrifice was im-
possible for & man unless filled with certainty he saw the Almighty
God who is unseen to the people of this world. Such blood and such
flesh as were offered by Maulvi Abdul Latif will ever continue to
invite seekers after truth to themselves.

The prophecy relating to these two martyrdoms is followed by
words of condolence, for Almighty God knew that their death would be

a great shock to this sect. Thus in the revelations that follow the one

translated above, Almighty God says: * Be not grieved at this dis-
tress and be not sorrowful for what has befallen you (for although you
have lost two men yet God is with you, and He will bring to you

&)
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many troops for two men) ; for God is sufficient for His servant. Do
you not know that Cod is powerful over everything? And against
those who are guilty of this crime, We will produce thee as a witness
on the day of judgment, (and We will question them for what sin they
killed them.) God shall give thee thy reward, and thy Lord shall be
pleased with thee, and shall make thy name, i.e., Ahmad, perfect.”
This revelation signifies that Ahmad means one who praises God
greatly and this description can be true of him only upon whom the
blessings and gifts of God are greatly bestowed. The name Ahmad
will, therefore, be made perfect when the blessings of God are bestowed
in abundance upon the holder of that name. Do not be grieved at
the fate of these two martyrs for Divine wisdom has ordained it, for
there are many things which you desire but their attainment is injuri-
ous to you, and there are many things to which you are averse though
they are good for you ; and God knows what is for your benefit but
you know it not.” =

In these revelations Almighty God gives us to understand that though
even a mention of the cruelty with which Maulvi Abdul Latif was
Killed, is sufficient to make one’s heir stand on end and greater injus-
tice than this has hardly been ever done, yet his martyrdom will bring
about numerous blessings, and Kabul will see the fruit that it will
bear. God remained silent on the murder of Abdul Rahman but He
will not be silent mow and serious consequences will issue. It is re-
markable that when Maulvi Abdul Latif was stoned to death, serious
cholera broke out in Kabul and some of the Amir’s high officials and
the wife and a son of Nasrulla Khan, who took the foremost part in
bringing about the death of Maulvi Abdul Latif, fell victims to the
epidemic. But this is not all. The cruelty with which Abdul Latif
has been killed, awaits yet a greater punishment. There is no instance
in this age of such innocent blood spilt in this cruel manner, and woe
to the man who has done it, for he has called destruction upon his
head. Bear witness, Land of Afghanistan, that on thee the cruelest
deed has been done. Thou unfortunate Land, thou art fallen from thy
Lord’s eyes, for the greatest injustice has been done upon thee.

A recent revelation regarding the murder of Maulvi Abdul Latif
will be found in the February number of the Review of Religions
under the date February 9th when he was here. It runs thus
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b oy ) 9 Eaa Ji5 4. e, “Murdered in disappointment and his-

death was awful.” Both parts of this revelation are wonderfully
true of the murder of Maulvi Abdul Latif, because no one listened to
his words and, therefore, he met disappointment, and the people were
awed at his death on account of his extraordinary perseverance and
of the signs which appeared at his death, one of which was a severe out-

break of cholera.

Another circumstance is worth mentioning before closing this
account of the martyrdom of Maulvi Abdul Latif. I had determined

to finish it up to the 16th October 1903, for on that date I had to leave

Qadian for Gurdaspur to appear in the court in a defamation case
ingtituted against me, and I intended to take the book with me for
distribution there. When I began to write it, I was suddenly taken
ill with a serious kidney disease. As the date of my appearance in
the case was very near, I thought I would not be able to complete this
account in time. When the attack became very serious, I prayed to
Almighty God. This was ab about 3 o'clock after midnight. The
object of my prayer was that Almighty God might enable me to finish
+his account of the martyrdom of one who laid down hislife in the cause
of God, as proposed by me at first. While thus praying slumber fell
upon me and the Word of God came tome amay &) Yys o 2
«Peace and security, such is the Word of a Merciful Lord.” Within
three hours of receiving this revelation, I became perfectly well, and
after this I finished the book in time. This sign was shown for the
sake of Maulvi Abdul Latif, for he sacrificed his life in the way of

God.

A few words of Advice to my Fol=
lowers.

My followers, may -the Almighty God be with you. May He
prepare you for your pilgrimage to the next world as He prepared
the companions of the Holy Prophet. The desires of this world are
all vain. Cursed is the man whose life is given up solely to the
world and woe to him who is all in all taken up with its anxieties.
Such a one in vain calls himself my follower; he is like the dry branch
that will bear no fruit and will, therefore, be cut off. But be ye of

Mg
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those who are blessed because they enter with all their heart into the
spirit of my teaching and are saved. Look upon your God as One, and
do not ascribe to Him any partner, either in heaven or in earth.
You are not forbidden to make use of means, but he who forsakes God
and trusts to his means solely, sets up others with Him in whom
should be all your trust. Almighty God has been saying of old by
the mouth of His prophets that none will be saved except the pure in
heart. Purify yourselves therefore, and purge your hearts of spife
and hatred which is not for God. The disobedient spirit is full of
impurities but the worst of all is vanity, for it is the root from which
infidelity springs. Sympathise with your fellow-beings whom you
invite to a heavenly life, for how can your invitation be true if you do
them evil in this transitory life. Obey all orders of your God with fear of
heart, for you will be questioned as to them. Let your prayers be full
of humble supplications to God that He may draw you to Himself
and purify your hearts. Man is a weak creature and he ecannot geb
rid of evil except with Divine help. He has not the power to free
himself from the bondage of sin except power be granted to him from
heaven. The utterance of a few words or a formal subscription to
the faith, does not make you a true Muslim. Islam requires you to
bow down in complete submission to the Divine will and to prostrate
yourselves at the Divine threshold, so as to give a preference to
God and His commandments over everything else.

My dear friends ! know it for certain that time has reached its
end and a great change has taken place in the world. Do not deceive
yourselves with forms and appearances, buti be perfect in the righteous-
ness of your hearts. Make the Quran your guide and obtain light from
it in every religious matter. But at the same time do not discard the
traditions of the Holy Prophet as waste, for they are of great impor-
tance and much labour has been spent in their collection. But if a
tradition contradicts the Quran, it does not proceed from a pure source
and must be thrown away. The Quran has been handed down to you
with special Divine protection, therefore value the pure Word of God
and give it precedence over everything else, for in this lies righteousness
and uprightness of heart.

It should be borne in mind that the efficacy of a preacher’s words
depends upon the sanctity and Divine knowledge which he is known
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%o possess. Now Almighty God has furnished thousands of argume nts
for the truth of my claim so that all men may know that the person

who invites them to the path of righteousness, possesses the highest

Divine knowledge. As to my righteousness, there is none who can

lay any blame to my charge or accuse me of fabrication, lying or
cheating during my former life. Had my conduct been impeachable

in the past, there would have been some ground to assert that I was an
Impostor in my present claim. Bus there is none who can assert that

my former life was in any way blamable. It is the grace of God that
He gave me the power to walk in righteousness from my early days,
aad for him who thinks there is a shining argument in this. As to my
claim, full light has been thrown on every side of it. All sorts of
arguments necessary for establishing the truth of my claim have been
manifested by God. Signs have appeared for me upon heaven ag
well as on earth. All the prophets from the beginning gave the glad
tidings of my advent and all those prophecies have been fulfilled in
my person. Ifis impossible that these manifold arguments should
have been manifested for an impostor. Nay, the scriptures bear a clear
testimony that the impostor is soon cut off and disgrace is brought

upon his head and he is destroyed from the face of the earth. But
my claim of having been sent by God has been published for more
than twenty-three years as is clear from the first part of the Barahin-
i-Ahmadiyya. Are these the ways of God, or has it ever occurred, that
He should not bring down His wrath upon the impudent and wicked
impostor who appears with a new revelation every morning which he

calls the Word of God whereas it is all his own fabrication, and continues
these arrogant assertions for the long period of 23 years ? Nay, is it pos-
sible that instead of destroying such an arrogant blasphemer, God should
bestow on him His assistance which He gives to the righteous
and show signs and fulfil prophecies for him. Can any one point out

any false claimant to Messiahship before me for whom any such wonder-
fal prophecy was fulfilled as that relating to the eclipse of the sun and
the moon related in the Holy Quran and authentic traditions, or who was
raised in the beginning of the century which according to trustworthy
traditions is the time of the appearance of a true reformer, or who was
raised with a claim to break the cross when it was in the zenith of its
power, or who was assisted by God in every step, or who showed hund-

reds of thousands of heavenly signs, or who was given honor and
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acceptance like me on the face of the earth, or who had hundreds of
prophecies fulfilled for him, or who appeared at the appointed hour
as foretold by all the prophets, or whose prayers were aceepted in the
same manner as mine are, or whose words had the “efficacy to draw
men out of evil, and that Almighty God favored him with all these
blessings notwithstanding his persistent imposture during a long
period ?

It is a most certain fact that the promise which had been given
of old by the prophets of God, has now been fulfilled. It is the final
struggle between the messenger of God and the arch-fiend. This is
the time and hour which was foretold by Daniel. Icame as a grace
of God for the seekers after truth but I was laughed at. Base appel-
lations were hurled at me and I was called a heretic and the anti-christ
and I was numbered with the wicked. But it was necessary that all
this should have happened so that the prophecy contained in the last
verse of the Fatiha should have been fulfilled. It was necessary that
the religious leaders of the people should have denied me and thus
acquired a resemblance with the Jewish priests, The whole blame
of my rejection by the Muslims is upon the shoulders of their leaders
who have led them astray. Not only are they themselves falling away
from the path of righteousness, but they are also diverting the ignorant
people from it. What machinations and artful means are they
devising against me, but will they overcome God? Can they prevent
the Almighty from accomplishing His object made known to the world
by the mouth of His prophets? They themselves and all those whom
they trust are but worms in the eye of God.

Let the whole world bear witness that I prophecy in the name
of the Lord of earth and heaven that He will spread my followers
in all countries and make them overcome every other people by
reasons and arguments. The days are approaching and are very
near when the religion preached by me, will be the only religion that
will be regarded with honmor upon the face of the earth. Almighty
God will bless this religion and this system in a wonderful manner,
aud will bring to naught every one who thinks of destroying i,
The victory which it will gain will be a lasting victory and its
supremacy Will continue to the end of days. It matters little if
I am scorned now, for there is no prophet who was not laughed at
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It was necessary that the Promised Messiah should have been
laughed at, for says the Holy Quran : o (."p' le 0 La) ) ke ¥ e
W 2y yekes 83 ) 43 5'(” 1 Jyw ) “Alas for the people, no apostle comes
to them but they laugh him to ‘scorn.” Every one that comes from
God ought, therefore, to be laughed at and scorned. But 1t is impossi-
ble that men should laugh at & man who descends from heaven before
their eyes and is accompained by hosts of angels. Every sensible
person can see from this that the descent of the Messiah from heaven
is an absurd and false theory. Bear in mind that no one will ever
descend from heaven. All those who oppose me will die, but they will
not see the Messiah coming down from heaven. Thejr children will then
pass away without witnessing the descent of the son of Mary. The
children of their children will also pass away but they too will not witness
such a strange sight. Then the upholders of this theory will be con-
founded, for the time of the supremacy of the cross will have passed away
and the world will have entered a new era, but Jesus will not come
down from heaven. All sensible men will then feel an aversion to
such a belief. The third century from this day shall not have passed
away when all those who look for the descent of Jesus from heaven,
whether Christians or Muhammadans, will be despaired of him and
will forsake the false belief which is now so fondly cherished. Then
will there be one religion in the world and one Leader. I have been
sent to sow a seed and I have sown it. It will now grow and bear
flowers and fruit in due season. There is none who can uproot
it.

My friends, do not grieve for the attacks of those who follow
the faith of Swami Daya Nand for the pang is but momentary which is
brought about by the venom of their attacks. They are utterly
ignorant of the unity of God and utterly devoid of spiritu-
ality. They carp at the prophets of God and abuse them, and
their great object is to heap up objections with Satanic insinu-
ations, but they have nobt the spirit which leads to piety and
righteousness. But bear in mind that no ‘religion which is devoid
of spirituality can prosper ; nay, it does not deserve to be called a
religion. The religion is dead which has no spirituality, no Divine
revelation, no spirit of faithfulness and sincerity and no heavenly
maguetism, and which cannot effect a supernatural transformation
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ina man’s life. Hundreds of thousands of those mow living will
see with their eyes how it disappears from the face of the earth, for
it is earthly and not from heaven, and it speaks of the things.of
this earth and not of those of heaven. Be happy and exceedingly
glad, for God is with you. If you remain firm in your faith and
sincerity, the angels will instruct you in heavenly truths and you
will feel the Divine presence. Then will you be assisted with the
holy spirit and God will be with you in every step that you take,
and no one will have the power to vanquish you. Waib patiently for
the grace of God. Be silent when you are abused and be patieny
when you are beaten, and so far as lies in your power forbear the evil
that is dons to you, so that your nawmes might be written down
upon heaven among those that have an acceptance in the sight of God.
Know it for certain that God is with those who fear Him, and
whose hearts tremble because of the Divine Majesty and awe.
The enemies of such men arve the enemies of God. The world does
not see the righteous but God, who knows every thing, sees His faithful
servant and protects him from his enemies with His own hand. Is it
not true that if a man loves you sincerely and obeys you and forsakes
everything for your sake, you also love him and regard him as your
dearest friend? If, being men, you return love for love, will not He, who
is your Creator and Master, love you and bestow His favours upon
you? God knows well who is His faithful servant and who disloyal to
Him and a lover of the world. If you are faithful to Him as He wishes
you to be, and are ready to sacrifice all your interests for His sake,
then will the Divine hand surely give you an eminent distinction over

other people.

bt ettt

The Tomb of Jesus at Sirinagar.

To
THE EDITOR,

& Roayipan nf Rﬂl')'(‘l;n’n.ﬂ."’
QADIAN.
Dear Sir,
It is a well known fact that the early Christian fathets were so
eager to deify the son of Mary ithii th y deemed it a deed of piety
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to support his divinity by falsehood and fabrication, and a large pum-
ber of spurious writings forged by these pious founders of Christianity
exist to this day. But this pious practice does not seem to be totall y
given up by the evangelists even in these days of enlightenment,
The discovery of the tomb of Jesus at Srinagar seems to have thrown
the Christian Missionaries of India into consternation and soms of
them have thought it expedient to wield the old and well-tried
weapon of their fathers. They have actually resorted to falsehood
and deception, and seem to entertain the false hope that by so doing
they would be able to obscure the discovery. Rev. Weithrecht of
Lahore has written a letter in the Epiphany of June 27th, 1903, in
reply to my letter on the tomb of Jesus in your number for May.
This gentleman claims to be the writer of the anonymous letter
appearing in the Zpiphany to which I replied in the May number
of the Review of Religions. He has again appesred with a rejoinder
in which he permits himself to make some false statements. His first
letter was headed ‘The truth about the tomb of Yus Asaf known as
Rauza Sahib (i-e., a holy shrine) Srinagar’; but he heads his second
letter with the words ¢ The Srinagar tomb of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din.’
This change of name he has made simply to deceive the public. The
following statements in his letter are worthy of eonsideration :—

(@). “ The men at his tomb stumbled over the name Yus Asaf and
pronounced it in different ways, as if it were unfamiliar, and they
had recently been visited by the followers of Mirza Sahib, who doubt-

205 bried to impregs it on them.”

(b). “ The only name connected with it which the neighbours
readily gave us is that of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din. Without, therefore,
“ocephing their testimony as unimpeachable, I have used this as the

probable name of the buried Saint ” (viz., Prophet Yus Asaf).

Even if we suppose that the name Yus Asaf was not known to the
residents of Srinagar until it was impressed on them by the followers
of the Mirza Sahib, that cannot justify him in giving him the name
Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din. He intentionally misleads his readers when he
says: ¢ The only name connected with the tomb which the neighbours
readily gave us is that of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din.’ The ¢neighbours’
never gave Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din as the name of the buried prophet
The shrine contains two tembstones, the larger oue belonging to Ero.
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phet Yus Asaf, and the smaller one to Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din. Rev.
Weitbrecht confounds the two names and ascribes the name Sayyad
Nasr-ud-Din to the occupant of the larger tomb, He himself wrote
in his previous letter : “ Within this are two tombstones. He (a vener-
able old man in charge of the shrine) said that the larger one at the
north end was that of prophet Yus Asaf and that the smaller tombstone
was that of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din, who had been a pir of the place one
or two hundred years ago.” But in his second letter he forgets what
he himself wrote in his first letter. In it he speaks of the tomb again
and again as that of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din, hoping that the tomb will
thus come to be generally regarded actually as that of Sayyad Nasr-
ud-Din and that this lie shall pass for a fact. It is for this reason
that the words ¢ The Srinagar tomb of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din’ appear
as the heading of his second letter. He assumes that the occupant
of the tomb was Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din and whenever he has to refer
to the tomb in his letter, he calls it the tomb of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din.
It is for this reason that we meet with such sentences as the following
in his second letter : *“ The tomb of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din is not gener-
ally known as that of prophet Yus Asaf.” Notice his adroitness in
using the name Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din. This bold and free use of the
name for the buried prophet is intended only to impress the name
on the readers, as if Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din was indisputably the name
of the occupant of the tomb.

He accuses us of acting on the principle ¢ populus vult déeipi ergo
decipiatur,’ but the truth is that he himself is acting on the principle
for it is he who tries to deceive the people by intentionally giving
a wrong name to the buried prophet. ‘Populus vult decipi ergo
decipiatur’ has ever been the guiding principle of the Chris’ians. It
was by acting on this very principle that the son of Mary was turned
into God, and it is again by acting on the same principle that Rev.
Weitbrecht has made an attempt to impress the public with the
notion that the name of the Srinagar prophet was Sayyad Nasr-ud-
Din. But the reverend gentleman must bear in mind that the pre-
sent generation is far advanced and such principles cannot prevail
in these days of enlightenment. If the son of Mary had lived in
these days and laid claim to divinity as he is said to have done in the
days of Herod, he would have met with the same reception as Mr.
Pigott has lately received in London.
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Besides his attempt to impress the readers with the mnotion that
the name of the buried prophet was Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din, Mr. Weit-
brecht tries to have it believed by the public that the tomb was
not known among the people of Srinagar as that of prophet Yus Asaf
until the name was impressed on them by the followers of Mirza
Sahib. Without the slightest proof in his hand for this daring as-
sertion, he charges Mirza Sahib and his followers with impressing
the name Yus Asaf on the people of Srinagar. How did he come to
know that tlie name Yus Asaf was until now unknown to the Kash-
miris ? The Munshi and others who knew the name Yus Asaf, did
not tell him that they had learnt the name from the followers of Mirza
Sahib. Se this assertion of his is unfounded. He states that the
people of Srinagar pronounced the word Yus Asaf stammeringly. But
this does not show that the name Yus Asaf was impressed on them
by the followers of Mirza Sahib. Yus Asaf being a foreign word, the
illiterate Kashmiri finds it very hard to pronounce it and, therefore,
he prefers to call the occupant of the tomb by the easier name of
Nali, Sahib.

In short there is not the slightest evidence for the assertion that
the name Yus Asaf was impressed on the inhabitants of Kashmir by
Mirza Sahib’s followers. We could pardon him for! this false and
unfounded statement if he had not repeated it inihis second letter.
But the very fact that he repeats the same asserlion in his second
letter, renders his conduct unpardonable. It was clearly stated in
my first letter that not only oral traditions but also the annals of the
country gave Yus Asaf as the name of the buried prophet. T drew his
attention to the following words of the learned Editoi.of the Al Hilal
(a Christian Magazine issued from Beyrout) :—

“ In the Khan Yar street of this city (Srinagar) there is a tomb
which the people of Kashmir call the tomb of prophet Yus Asaf. It
is visited by people of all classes. Some of the histories of the country
state that this Yus Asaf was a prophet who came from a distant country,
He died and was buried in this city.”” This then clearly falsified the
statement that the name Yus Asaf was impressed on the people
of Srinagar by Mirza Sahib’s emissaries. But Mr. Weitbrecht ignores
the information furnished to him by my letter and continues to stick
to his first statement. This circumstance gives us an insight inte
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his motives for the assertion. Notwithstanding his knowledge that
his statement was false, inasmuch as the name Yus Asaf was also given
in works written long ago, he repeats it again, which he would not
have done if his motive had been to find out and make known the
truth. If the followers of Mirza Sahib had impressed the name on the
people and if it was until now unknown to them, how did it come to
pass that the writers of the past ages gave that very word as the name
of the prophet lying buried at Srinagar. In order to show that the
tomb has ever been known as that of prophet Yus Asaf, and that the
name has not been impressed by us on the people, I give here a
quotation from Tarikh-i-Aazami (a historical work written about
200 years ago). The writer says on page 82 :— “The tomb nexk
to that of Sayyad Nasr-ud-Din is generally known as that of a prophet.
He was a prince who came to Kashmere from a foreign land. He was
perfect in his piety, righteousness and devotion. He was made =a
prophet by God and was engaged in preaching to the Kashmiris. His
mame was Yus Asaf.”

The above passage conclusively shows that the tomb has long
been regarded as that of prophet Yus Asaf and that it is not we who
have impressed the name on the people. It also falsifies the assertion
made by Rev. Weitbrecht that Yus Asaf is not known as a prince.

1 give below the translation of a passage from the lkmal-ud-Din,
an Arabic work written about 1,000 years ago. The writer says (page
359) :—

“He (Yus Asaf) wandered about in several lands and towns until
he reached a land called Kashmere. Sc he moved about in the land
and lived and ‘stayed therein until death overtook him, and he left
his body of clay and ascended to the Light. And before he died,
he summoned a disciple of his, named Yabid, who used to serve him
and wait on his person and was perfect in all matters, and said to
him : “My departure from this world hath drawn nigh ; so you must
perform your duties and not swerve from the truth and observe all
rites.” Then he bade the disciple to build him atomb and stretched
out his legs and turned his head to the west and his face to the east

and yielded up his ghost.”

The following extract from a book entitted Barlaam and Josa-
phat * edited by Joseph Jacobs and published in 1896, supports the
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foregoing account. He (Joasaph) at last reaches Kashmir where he

puts his he.d to the westand his feet to the east and dies’ (page C V.).:

Jacobs gives the above account on the authority of a very old version
of the story of Yus Asaf.

The writer of the Ikmal-ud-Din relates a very striking incident
which establishes once for all that this prince-prophet Yus Asaf, who
came to Kashmir from a foreign land, was no other than Yasu or
Jesus. The following is a literal translation of his words :—

« At last he (prophet Yus Asaf) reached a vast plain. There he
raised his head and saw a large tree growing by the side of a spring
of water. The tree was of the most beautiful appearance. It abound-
ed in branches and boughs and bore the most delicious fruits. He
was touched with the beauty of the scene and was highly pleased with
it, and advanced towards the tree until he reached it. There he began
to compare the tree to the Bushra (Gospel) which he preached to the
people and he likened the spring of water to the wisdom and know-
ledge which he possessed, and the birds he compared to the people
that swarmed round him and accepted his religion.”

It i3 the word Bushre in the foregoing passage to which I wish
to draw the attention of the reader. It is this word which proves
Yus Asaf to be identical with Yasu or Jesus. In the above passage
we are told that he preached the Bushra to the people. What was
that Bushra? It was the Bzshora, i.e., the Gospel or Injil which he
preached to the people. It is well-known that Beshora is the Hebrew
name for Gospel or Injil, all the words meaning ‘good tidings.” Now
the Hebrew word Beshora is the same as Bushra in Arabic, both the
words signifying ‘glad-tidings.” The writer of the Ikmal-ud-Din tells
us that Yus Asaf preached the Bushra to the people, which means
that he preached the Gospel to the people. Who was he then? Cer-
tainly he was Jesus and uone else. The assumption that he was one
of the disciples of Jesus is absurd on the very face of it, for none of
his disciples was ever called a prince ora prophet. So the speaker
of the above parable was no other than Jesus himself. Just as the
tree was full of sap which it received from the spring, so was his Gospel
full of the wisdom and knowledge which he possessed, and just as the
birds swarmed on the tree and ate of its fruits, so the people flocked
round him and received the fruit of salvation by acting on the injunc-
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tions contained in the Bushra or Gospel.

From the Tkmal-ud-Din we not only learn that this Yus Asaf
preached Gospel to the people, but the beok also records certain
parables and teachings which bear a strong resemblance to, and some
of them are even identical with, those found in the current Gospels,
For instance there is a parable on page 827 of Ikmal-ud-Din,
the substance of which is' thus given by Joseph Jacobs (page CXI)
“When the sower syws his seed, some falls on the highway where the
passeugers tread it under foot. Others are blown away by the wind.
Others picked up by the birds. Some seeds fall on rocky ground
and grow only till the roots reach the 1ock. Others fall among the
thistles. Only a small portion falls in rich earth, where it grows and
brings forth fruit. The sower is the sage; the seed is his wisdom.
The seeds that fall by the wayside, &c., are pieces of wisdom that
come into one ear only to go out of the other. Those falling on rocky
ground are not taken to heart. Those among thorns meet with op-
position from the senses. Only that which takes roob in the heart
brings forth fruit in the character.” The foregoing parable is identi-
cal with the parable of the sower in Matt. XIII, 8; Mark, IV, 3;
and Luke, VIII, 5.

On the one hand, we find Yus Asaf giving the name Bushra
or Gospel to the book which was revealed to him by God, and on the
other, we find parables and sayings in the story of Yus Asaf which
are the same as attributed to Jesus in the Christian Scriptures.
These two facts clearly identify Yus Asaf with Jesus.

Rev. Weitbrecht asserts that there is no evidence to prove the

identity of Yus Asaf with Josaphat whose story is translated in almost
all the languages of Europe. It is indeed strange that gentlemen like
Mr. Weitbrecht should make such absurd statements. Is he not
aware that the Oriental versions of the story of St. Josaphat contain
Yus Asaf instead of Josaphat? What other proof does he require of
the identity of Yus Asaf with Josaphat ? The same story which is
related of St. Josaphat is related of Yus Asaf, which is $he most con-
vincing proof that Yus Asaf and Josaphat are one and the same
person. Nothing can be plainer than this. If Yass' is identical with
Jesus, he must admit that Yus Asaf is identical with Josaphat. How
Yus Asaf assumed the form of J osaphat is clear from the following
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words of Joseph Jacobs: “Josaphat is only the Roman spelling for
Y osaphat, this again being a confusion between the Biblical Jehosa-
phat and the Greek form Joasaph. This is directly derived from
the Arabic ; it is o contracted form of Yudasaph,” (page XLVI). It
must be remembered here that the original form is not Yudasaph,
but Yus Asaph, as may be seen in the Arabic versions which still exist
and from one of which I have already quoted.

Rev. Weitbrecht states that St. Josaphat is identical with Bodhi-
patva, which is one of the titles of Buddha, and that, therefore, if we
suppose Yus Asaf to be identical with Josaphat, then Yus Asaf was
not Jesus, but Gautama Buddha. I know that attempts have been
made to identify Joasaph or Yus Asaph with Gautama Buddha, and
if the tomb of Yus Asaf had not been discovered, this theory might
have passed uncontradicted. But now that the tomb of St. Josaphat
has been discovered, it is foolish to stick any longer to the theory
of the identity of Josaphat with Gautama Buddha. Those who for-
mulated the theory (Max Muller and others) did not know that the
person whom they identified with Buddha lay buried in the Khan
Yar Street of Srinagar. The remains of Buddha have been only
recenbly discovered, and no sane person would take the occupant of
the Srinagar tomb for Gautama Buddha. The fact that 1t is Yus
Asaf that lies buried in the Srinagar tomb cannot be denied. Tradi-
tion calls it the tomb of prophet Yus Asaf. The annals of the country
state that the tomb is that of prophet Yus Asaf, a prince and foreigner
who came to this land long centuries ago. Works that were written
more than 1,000 years ago state that prince Yus Asaf died and was
buried in Kashmir. In the face of these facts, it is simply ridiculous
to identify Yus Asaf with Gautama. Those who first propounded
the theory of the identification of Yus Asaf with Buddha were
ignorant of the facts stated above.

Besides, Max Muller and others who originated the theory were
no inspired writers. They were not infallible. The Christian world
believes that even the writers of the Bible were not infallible and
that they have actually committed grave errors. If, then, even the
writers of the Old and the New Testament could commit error, how

was it possible for persons like Max Muller to escape error ?

The mere similarity of incidents in the lives of the two greas

s
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teachers is not a sufficient ground for the identification of the one
with the other. Jesus too, like Gautama, wmight have received the
title of Buddha, for Buddha (the wise) is not the proper name of
Gantama. There have been many Buddhas both before and after
Gautama, and Jesus might have also been included in the list of the
Buddhas by the Indians on his arrrival in Kashmir. This* migib
have led the writers of the life of Yus Asaf to confound Jesus Buddha
with Gautama Buddha, and certain incidents of the life of the latter
might have been inserted by them in the life of the former. The very
name Yus Asaf shows that it is not identical with Bodhisatva. There
is not the slightest similarily between the two names. All attempts
to show that Yus Asaf is only another form of Bodhisatva are fruit-
less. On the other hand, if we are to base identification on the simi-
{arity of mames, the odds lic on the side of Yus Asaf’s identity with
Jesus. Yus Asaf is evidently a compound word, the component parts
of which are Yus and Asef. Yus is obviously Yasw', the Hebrew
name of Jesus. Asaf too is a Hebrew word and it means the assembler
of the people. Jesus very aptly chose the name Asaf when he left
his native land in quest of the lost sheep of Israel that had scatiered
over Afghanistan and Kashmir. Thus we see that Yus Asaf is bub
& shortened form of Yasu Asaf (Jesus, the assembler of the lost tribes).

That Yus Asaf is a contraction of Yasu Asaf is far more reasonable

than the supposition that Yus Asaf is a corruption of Bodhisatva.

Moreover, the remains of Gautama have been discovered in
another place while in the case of Jesus we know that he left the
sepulchre in which he was placed and was seen moving about and
partaking of food after the event of crucifixion. This also leads us
40 conclude that this Yus Asaf was Yasu Asaf and not Gautama.
This conelusion is further borne out by the testimony of tradition
and history that Yus Asaf was a prince and prophet who came from
a distant land hundreds of years ago. The fact that the Afghans
and Kashmiris are the representatives of the lost tribes of Israel,
further supports the view that Yus Asaf is Jesus, the assembler of
the lost tribes, and not Gautama. It was natural for Jesus, nay it
was his bounden duty to turn his steps to the abode of the lost tribes
after he had recovered from the swoon into which he had fallen owing
to a few hours' suspension on the cross—a duration of time admitted!y
insufficient to bring about death. In short, there is & very strong
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evidence to show that Yus Asaf was Jesus, the assembler, and not
Gautama as Rev. Weitbrecht asserts.

Rev. Weitbrecht remarks in the Epiphany that he would not
insult the intelligence of the readers by entering into the wild state-
ments made by the Review of Religions in order to cast doubts on
the death of Jesus on the cross as a historical fact. It is indeed
strange to see a Christian appealing to the intelligence of the readers.
Is it not an insult to human intelligence, I would ask the Rev. gentle-
man, to believe that the Infinite God contracted Himself into an
embryo and managed to enter into the womb of Mary ? Is it not,
again, an insult to human intelligence to believe that the child that
lay wrapped in its swaddling clothes in the manger at Bethlehem
was the Creator of heavens and earth ? Is it not again an insult to
human intelligence to believe that the poor creature that was
beaten and maltreated, and at last crucified by the Jews was the
Almighty God that brought everything into existence ? The fact is that
Mr. Weitbrecht finds himself unable to refute the arguments which
show that Jesus did not die on the cross and, therefore, contents himself
with styling the arguments as wild statements and calling the death
of Jesus on the cross a historical fact. All the facts related in the
Gospels show that Jesus did not die on the cross, but our intelligent
Missionary still calls the accursed death of Jesus a historical fact.
Jesus’ likening his case to that of Jonas, who went into the whale’s
belly olive and came out of it alive, the taking down of his body
after only a few hours’ suspension on the cross, the issuing of the
blood from his side, his bones being left unbroken, his leaving
the sepulchre shortly after he was placed therein, his subsequent
journey to Galilee, his partaking of food, showing the wounds on his
limbs to his disciples and causing one of them to pass his fingers into
the prints of the nails—all these facts related in the Gospels prove
that Jesus escaped the accursed death of the cross, but still would
Rev. Weitbrecht call his death on the cross a historical faect. A very
strong evidence' of Jesus escape trom the accursed death of the cross
is furnished by the Ointment of Jesus or the Ointment of the Apostles.
A large number of medical works state that the Ointment was applied
to the wounds of Jesus by his apostles. Our intelligent friend would
reject this evidence also. But he would not tell us on what ground
he rejects it, All he has to say about the ointment is that it is

"
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« gtill retailed by a disciple of the Qadian Mirza as well as recommend-~
ed in a former number of the Review of Religions.” But does that
show that the ointment was not applied to the wounds of Jesus by
his disciples ? Woald he say in this case also that the name of ‘the

Ointment of Jesus’ was not known to the authorities on medicine,
until it was impressed on them by the disciples of ‘the Qadian Mirza.”
Here I bid adieu to Rev. Weitbrecht.

Yours truly,
SHER ALI.

Monro on SinlessnesS=Continued.

Mr. Monro very boldly charges the Promised Messiah with im-~
pudence, impiety, displaying ignorance, deceiving people deliberately,
&c., in his second pamphlet on the Sinlessness of prophets. Perhaps
he was acting upon the Gospel text which recommends the use of
of polite words, (whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall be in danger
of hell-fire), and these are outbursts of his evangelical virtue. Had
he received any personal provocation from the Promised Messiah, he
could have claimed a justification in uttering such abuses, but the
Messiah never referred to him in the articles contributed by him.
Passing over it for the present, we notice an assertion of Mr. Monro
on the very first page of his pamphlet which so far as we have seen
and read the Holy Quran, is not warranted by any passage of the
Holy Book. He says: ¢ The various passages in the Quran, referred
to, will be found in a previous tract . . ... To do away with the
force of these passages, in which the sinfulness of Muhammad and
the prophets (with the exception of Jesus Christ) is proved to de-
monstration « « « « . . »  Can Mr. Monro point out a single passage
of the Holy Quran in which Jesus is made an exception to the other
prophets in respect of sinfulness ? He plainly speaks of passages of
the Holy Quran in which the sinfulness of prophets with the exception
of Jesus Christ is proved to demonstration, and as a gentleman he is
bound to quote some of these passages. He quotes the verse desw L
U ) alss o wld 83 ] g ) V) to show that the Holy Prophet is like
the other prophets in all pomts and that he cannot be an exceptlon to
“shem 1f they are smful and himself translates 1t thus: “Mupauifga i3
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tio more than an apostle—the other apostles have deceased before him.”
Bus he forgets to note the identical verse speaking of Jesvs 1 pamel | L@
e ) ) 83 o & o3 Jy s ¥ mo ) which differs from the
Previous verse only im having @A) i:\,md ) (the Christ, son of
Mary) substituted for sesve {Muhammad], and according to Mr. Monro
{6 would be translated thus: “Cbrist, son of Mary, ismo more than
an apostle—the other apostles have deceased befere him.” How s
Jesus an exception then? He is in no respect different from the prophets
who preceded him just as the Holy Prophet is net. It may be further
noted that Jesus died Iike the other prophets, and this is plainly told
in both the verses quoted above. In the first verse he is included
among the prophets who have “ deceased ” before the Holy Prophet,
and in the second he is spoken of as being in no way different from

the other prophets who died before him.

~To undeceive Mr. Monto of any delusion to which he may be
subject, it is further necessary to warn him that since but a very few
prophets have been named in the Holy Quran, therefore, to establish
the sinfulness of all the prophets with the exception of Jesus Christ, 1b
will be his duty to produce any general statement from the Holy
Quran leading to the conclusion which he has so audaciousty pub
forward, and further that as he has spoken of the passages of the
Quran, no tradition or commentary shall be accepted. In his first
pamphlet, Mr. Monro has charged only the following prophets
with sins, wiz., Adam, Moses, Aarom, David, Abraham, Jonas, Noah,
and our Holy Prophet. Can he point out any passage of the Holy
Quran relating any sinful deed of John, whose disciple Jesus was,
or of Shuaib, or- Isaac, or Ishmael, or Zacharias, or Elias, or many
other prophets 7 Or, are all these prophets exceptions like Jests?
Again the Holy Quran says plainly that it has named but a few of
the prophets. On what authority does Mr. Monro regard the prophets
that are not named in the Holy Quran as sinful. His assertion that
the Holy Quran contains passages showing that all the prophets with
the exception of the son of Mary are sinful, must be condemned if he
cannot quote any verse warranting such a general statement.

The fact is that to establish the doctrine of the sinfulness or
sinlessness of the prophets, general statements must be produced
from the Holy Quran. That the Holy Quran does not contain a
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single passage affirming the sinfulness of the prophets generally has
been tacitly admitted by Mr. Monro himself for he has been unable
to produce any such verse hitherto. On the other hand, certain
verses were pointed out to him by a Maulvi in support of the
dootrine of sinlessness, but to these Mr. Monro objected on the
ground that there were passages in the Holy Quran which, he alleg-
ed, spoke of the sins of certain prophets. We have fully diseussed -
all these passages in the July and August numbers of this magazine
and Mr. Monro has not been able to point out any wistake in their
interpretation. Two points are, therefore, now settled: (1) that the
Holy Quran does not contain any general statement affirming the
ginfulness of prophets; and (2) that no sinful deed is ascribed to any
prophet in the Holy Quran.

We will now see if there are any verses in the Holy Quran
supporting the doctrine of the sinlessness of the prophets. Refer-
ence has already been made in discussing the meaning of istighfar
to the verse which occurs in the chapter, entitled * the Prophets,”
showing that whatever the prophets say or do is said or done with
the sanction of the Divine Being. Thus itsays: S e U ) '.AJ
UA.JJJ.&ASH)J Ggoyyyoue LUV s P ss)ad) ooy V) ) w*
= o otensnye bdy J 8 b a ik ye e 0 e Jy ks o)
Byhd » 8 u..é)' g o ﬂ‘) o 3 Yy r‘,b.LA oy I'*?‘A” i L
o YR And no apostle have We sent before thee to whom We did
not reveal that there is no God besides Me, therefore, worship Me.
Yet they say that the God of mercy has begotten a son. Glory be to
God, the apostles are but His honoured servants ; they speak mot till
He has spolken, and at His bidding do they act. He knoweth what is be-
fore them and what is behind them ; and they shall not intercede but
for him with whom He is pleased, and they are in fear because of the
foar of God.,” We have quoted the particular verse whose translation
has been italicised with the preceding and the subsequent verses to
show that none but prophets are spoken of in these verses. Here of the
prophets of God it is stated that they utter no word until God com-
mands them to utter it and do no deed until God commands them to
do it. In fact Almighty God identifies the words and deeds of the pro-
phets with His own words and deeds, What stronger proof than this is
needed to establish the sinlessness of the prophets ? The words which
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are here used of the prophets are identical in their signification with
the words spoken of the angels elsewhere which run thus : D) b

wast e slasy (@ 3 o “They fear their Lord from above and
dojwhat they are bidden to do.” Now it is admitted on all hands
that the angels are sinless, and their description, as given in the
Holy Quran, agrees with the description of the prophets. Hence
we have in the verse quoted above the plainest proof of the sinless-
ness of the prophets.

Many other verses of the Holy Quran lead to the same conclu-
sion. In the chapter entitled Fatir in the 29th verse, the inheritors
of the Book, i.c., the believers in God, have been divided into three
classes; viz., (1) those who injure themselves by evil deeds; (2), those
who keep the mean, and (8), those who practise the highest virtues
The believers of the first class have their virtuous deeds mixed with
evil deeds; those of the second practise ordinary virtues but they
are not altogether out of the reach of evil, and are liable to stumble
though the evil tendency is soon overcome and it does not do them
any injury; and the believers of the third class are altogether out
of the power of evil and excel in virtues of the highest order.

That there is a class of true believers in God who are out of the
reach of evil is corroborated by other verses of the Holy Quran.
‘When condemned to everlasting punishment, Satan said: & ):us
wialdel) e Sole V) aren ) (e 3¢ ¥ “1swear by Thy honour
that I will lead them all astray except Thy chosen servants,” thus
indicating that there is a class of the faithful servants of God over
whom he has no power and whom he cannot divert from the right
path. Similarly, Almighty God says: rv*L‘ S o0 b o
o blw i, Satan cannot have any power over the servants of God.
Here the word o e which is the plurul of sss does not denote the
whole mankind, but only the faithful and chosen servants of God,
such as the prophets are. In both these verses it is plainly stated
that Satan has no power over the faithful servants of God ; in other
words, they are free from every evil, and can never be guilty of a
sinful deed.

Again, it cannot be denied that the duty of a prophet is to
enjoin that which is right and to prohibit that which is wrong.
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Now if he himself acts against his own injunctions, he would be one
of those whom the Holy Quran reproaches by the mouth of the
Prophet in the following words : r.(mizj Jgyiig WU W ll) g2 0)
“Do you enjoin what is right upon others and forget your ownsouls ?”°
These words have been spoken in the Holy Quran of the Jewish
priests who denied and rejected the prophets. They thought that
they did not stand in need of any prophet as they had the Word of
God with them which they preached to the laity. But Almighty
God condewns them for doing that which they forbade others to do,
and tells them to follow the prophet if they wished to be saved,
If the prophets were sinful, they would apparently fall under the
description given here of the Jewish priests, and it would be absurd
to require the latter to follow them, both being on the same ground.
The priests taught the word of virtue but they did not act upon it,
and if the prophets did the same, there was no need of sending them
while there was an abundance of the priests. But the fact is that
no amount of preaching unattended with example can draw men out
of evil, and hence the need of prophets who act upon what they
teach and thus set an example of virtue.

That no one is made a prophet who is guilty of evil deeds, also
appears from the following verse. w.ofSy 4y, ) ) i) 0
JL’\:\_” JU6 D) ) UAJ‘JU e lﬁ)u..UUJLc L:;uj JJ b W(.J G
whotB) ) (¢ o¢e In this verse Almighty God first speaks of certain
commandments given to Abrabam which he all fulfilled. Pleased
with his righteousness He then promised him a spiritual leadership
of the people, i.e., prophethood. Upon this Abraham prayed to God
that prophets should also he raised from his offspring, and received
the answer that of his children only such would be made prophets
as did not do any evil and that this command did mnot
embrace the evil-doers. This verse shows conclusively that a
sinful man is never made a prophet by God. It first speaks
of prophethood being granted to Abraham because he did not disobey
any Divine commandment and then informs him plainly that though
on account of his great righteousness prophets would be raised of
his offspring, yet no one who did an evil deed would be elected
as a prophet. Two conclusions are undeniable ; (1), that Almighty
God does not ever make an evil-doer or a sinful man a prophet,
and (2), that all the descendants of Abraham who were made prophets,
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were sinless men. Is it not folly to ascribe sinfulness to the
prophets of God notwithstanding such plain words 3

Again in Sura An'dm, Almighty God says, naming various pro-
phets: oy Jud o Uy o layiy Uy os W o yiayy §law) & Usa'y o
oy KNSy gy syt s 5P g etk gy 0 4]0 iy 8
Jarow g waskal] o e Iy a5y 4= g U8y phamal )
oreled | uJ.s: lilas U.§J Uo,.lJ U9y CW*J )5 “And we gave to him
{t. e., Abraham) Isaac and Jacob; We directed them both; and Noah
had We directed before; and of his posterity David and Solomon,
and Job and Joseph and Moses and Aaron; thus do We reward the
righteous., And Zacharias and John and Jesus and Elias, all of
them were upright men : and Ishmael and Elisha and Jonas and Lot
to all these have We given excellence above the rest of the world.”
Reading this verse along with that quoted above, it is clear that
all these prophets, who are spoken of as being directed in the right
way, were made prophets in accordance with the promise given to
Abraham which did not extend to the evil-doers.

These are only a few of the verses establishing the sinlessness
of the prophets. The Holy Quran teems with such verses, but it
is not necessary to quote them all here as those quoted above estab-
lish conclusively that sin cannot be ascribed to prophets. It has
been shown that the words and deeds of the prophets are all in
oboedience to the Divine commandments, that they are men who
excel in virtues of the highest order and whose virtues are not
mixed with evil, that Satan has no power over them, that they
preach virtue to others and themselves act upon what they say,
that no evil-doer or sinful man can be made a prophet, and that
they were all directed by Almighty God in the right path from
which they never swerved.

So far as the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the
blessings of God be upon him, is concerned, he has the distinction of
sinlessness pre-eminently, and this is seen from various considera-
tions. In the first place he is described as the most excellent of
all prophets and the greatest of them and, therefore, in his purity
and sinlessness he must excel all other prophets; secondly, his sin-
lessness is not only established because he is one of the prophets,

oy
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who are described to be sinless, but it is also clearly affirmed in
particular in many verses. On one occasion the Holy Quran says:
[PTEIIRVALEN (..'\4,;) G o, Ga) g )y 8] Lam g “ Whoever will
disobey God and His Prophet, his punishment is hell.”” Here obe-
dience to God and obedience to His Apostle are mentioned in the
same breath, showing that every word uttered by the Prophet and
every deed done by him, was attered or done with Divine sanction,
for otherwise obedience to him could not have been made compul-
sory along with obedience to God. Elsewhere we read cln;, w”3
a9 ) ¢ U ) ods Jgw ;) « Whoso obeys the Apostle obeys God;" in
other words, the will of the Apostle is the will of God. For, if
the Prophet willed a thing which Almighty God did not will, obedi-
ence to him could not have been obedience to .God. It is clear
from these two verses that the Prophet's will could not go against
the Divine will and, therefore, he could not commit a sin, for sinm
involves a disobedience to the will of God. We may also add that
soveral verses such as &) Jloe gy olmey luiy eyl I3
ool W) o jand Gy ey ) am Wl ) LS pm o2 ol
{r")ﬁ’ ?’nd u"") ‘U’wﬁjwﬁ")é} uy-};/")l/‘)and ll‘_, r.(}nlﬁa,_}.é le
s 3d ) = Ghh le 3 (s 3¢ have been fully discussed in & previous
issne, and it has been shown that they are all conclusive arguments
of the sinlessness of our Holy Prophet. Similarly the verse ) Js
{,.(:v)j d r,(J }fzi.}_J &) (.Q,‘LS\;' Uj )*’.‘; L sl ) o )Ls.! ‘..u.f @ Say 1f you
love God, then walk in my footsteps: then will God love you and

pardon your sins,” has been discuséed at full length in the same
i-sue. This verse also clearly shows that the Holy Prophet could

not have sinned, for otherwise God could not have been.pleased with
a man, nor could his sins have been pardoned, by walking in the
footsteps, of one who sometimes offended God by disobeying His
orders. An honest student of the Holy Quran cannot doubt for a
moment that the person described in all these verses was above sin.

Besides these vorses which need not be discussed here, there are.
numerous other verses in the Holy Quran in which the sinlessness
of our Holy Prophet is plainly spoken of. Thus in one place the
Holy Prophet is described as an exemplar of virtue and all men
are commanded to imitate him and walk in his footsteps. Had the
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Holy Prophet’s step ever fallen on a forbidden place, his imitation
would not have been required thus unconditionally. The Quran
was free from error and a sufficient guide. Why was the Holy
Prophet then pointed out for imitation if he was not free from
error? Again it is said: “ Verily, God and His angels bless the
Prophet; bless ye him, O believers.” Here the believers are re-
quired to iuveke the Divine blessings on the Holy Prophet, and
any one who described him as sinful would be going against the
Divine injunction. Thus the behest of God to bless the Holy Pro-
phet is consistent only with his sinlessness. This is further made
clear in the very next verse where it is said &), 4 C)ﬁ ol &) o
) r.§isJ &) g yy* Verily, they who affront God and His Apostle, the
curse of God is on them.” And still further: 4 3% Ry )
U LS ) 5 G UG yleia) 03 | gaaniS ) Lo amy o s ga) )y yaie 4ol ) “And
they who shall affront believing men and believing women for no
fault of theirs, shall surely bear the guilt of slander and of a clear
wrong.” The difference in the two verses should be marked. In
the first verse the curse of God is invoked on him who affronts God
and His Apostle; while in the second, it is stated that the person who
affronts the believers without any fawlt on their part, is guilty of
glander. The italicised words are mnot found in the first verse.
This omission clearly shows that the possibility of fanlt which exists
in the case of believers, and which renders the insertion of the
phrase “ without any fault on their part ” necessary, does not exist
in the case of the Prophet. This is also evident from the fact that
God and His Apostle are spoken &f in the same breath, and therefore
as no fault can be ascribed to God, so it is in the case of the Prophet
Moreover the affronting of the Prophet is described as a sin here
" and it cannot be doubted that the person who Jays any blame to bhe’
charge of the Prophet or calls him sinful, affronts the Prophet. To
attribute any sin to the Prophet is, therefore, a grave sin condemned
in plain words by the Holy Quran. The affronter of the Prophet
by attributing any sin to him is cursed while the true believers are
enjoined to invoke the blessings of God on him. Does Mr. Monro
still seriously entertain any doubt as to the sinlessness of the Holy
Prophet ?

So unsullied is the purity of the Prophet’s life that his con-
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temporaries could not point out any fault in the whole course of his
life when challenged to do so. “I have dwelt among you for so
many years, do you not then understand,” said the Holy. Prophet to
those who called him an impostor. They were told to think how
he led forty years of his life among them and consider if a man of
his character coald be an impostor. Such a serious charge as im-
posture was mnot consistent with a spotless purity and a life
free from every imputation of blame : such is the argument to-
which the Holy Quran calls attention in the above words. In this
respect the Holy Prophet has a unique eminence. He called as a
witness to his truth the early course of his life about which his-
opponents had no two opinions. A man who in the prime of his
manhood offended neither God nor man, would not in his old days
do anything to sully his good reputation. The force of this arga-
ment would become clearer to Mr. Monro if he compares the early
life of Jesus (i. e., before he was charged with a heavenly mission)’
with that of our Holy Prophet. The first 30 years of Jesus’ life are:
in obscurity, and not only did he himself refrain from making any
reference to them, but the evangelists are also silent on this point.
If we go to the Jewish writers, for whom great accuracy and truth
are claimed by the Christians, we find stories recorded of him (such as
the story of his love) which throw descredit upon his character at
that period. Had here it not been for the Holy Quran, it would have
been difficult to establish his sinlessness from the events recorded of
him. But the early life of the Holy Prophet is fully detailed in tradi-
tions and during forty years not one event is recorded of him which
might throw the slightest slur on his character. So pure and free
from every blame was his whole life that he was generally known as
“Al-Amin ” (the faithful one.) The Holy Quran has also pithily
described the unsullied purity of that portion in the verse quoted
above, and has used it as an argument for the truth of his claim_
which it could not do if it were not undisputed.
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The English Press on the Promised Messiah.

False Prophets Denounced and Challenged.

Within the past few weeks there has been issued from Qadian,
in the Punjab, a Notice  for circalation in Europe and Awmerica,”
entitlod “Predictions Concerning Pigott and Dowie. By the Pro-
nrised Messiah.” This remarkable document, which forms a six-
page pamphlet, has been printed at Lahore in the English language,
but the Promised Messiah is apparently a native of Asia, since the
pamphlet includes a Translator’s Note, and the signature appended
to the Predictions is Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.

The “Delusion” of Christianity,

It may be of interest to indicate, briefly and without comment,
the contents of the Notice. Thero is no ambiguity about the state~
ment of the claim put forward. Mirza Ghulam Ahmead categorically
affirms—« I am the true Messiah who was to come in the last ages.”
But his idea of the nature of the Messiah differs materially from
the orthodox Christian conception. “It is impossible,” he declares,
“that a man should ever become God, but he can attain to the
highest degree of connection with Him, and is thus made an image
of the Divine Being. -+ . He sometimes manifests the
Divine attributes, for the image of God is revealed in the looking-
glass of his person, and again he displays human qualities, for hLe
has a human nature. It is for this reason that men who have not
got a deep insight into spiritual matters are deceived with respect
to him by looking at one side only, and ignoring the other. TFind-
ing in him certain manifestations of the Divine abtributes they
take the shadow for the substance, and suppose such a person to be
actually God. . . . . The delusion under which labours the
Christian sect, which takes Jesus for God, is stronger than the
delusion of all other people who have ever been the du pes of similar
errors;” and what Mirza Ghulam Ahmad finds particularly dis-
appointing in connection with the Christian religion is that when
“the false dognra” is found to be “nnacceptable to the growing
intellect of the age, new methods are devisedp to renew a belief in
the absurd theory and new false claims are set up to uphold old
ones.”

Dr. Dowie and Mr. Pigott.

As might be expected from the title of the pamphlet, the claims
that call for the strongest condemnation from Mirza Ghulam Ahwmad
are those put forward by Dr. Dowie and Mr. Pigott. “In Europe, Mr,
Pigott . . . lays claim to Messiahship and Divinity, and plainly
declares himself to be Lord of Earth and Heavens, while in the
Western Hemisphere stands up Dr. Dowie at Chicago and asserts
that he is Elijah, the forerunuer of Jesus*Christ, whose advent, he
foretells, will take place within the next 25 years. The two pre-
tenders show a slight difference in the boldness of thoir assumptiond.
The Scotch pretender shows a faint heart. He claims at the most
the office of a servant preparing the way for the master (Christ),
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but he shows cowardliness even in claiming Elijahship. Mr. Pigott
is bolder than Dowie ; that is to say, when judged by the arrogance
of his pretensions. He is the very Messiah who came before ; nay,
he is more—he is God himself ; such are his vain and blasphemous
assertions.”

“‘Hundreds of Heavenly Signs.”

It is becanse the earth is defiled with impieties and impure
doctrines and false claims, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad declares, that the
true Messiah has been raised up in his person in the land of the
Punjab. Though he makes no pretence of being himself divine
yet “I do not claim to be the Promised Messiah simply by my awh
assertion. . . . The evidence of God has been manifested in
handreds of heavenly signs shown in my support. I say it truly
that Almighty God has poured His grace upon me in far greater
abundance that upon the Messiah who has gone before me. In
the looking-glass of my person the face of God 1is revealed to a
far greater extent than in that of Jesus’s person. If these are
simply my own asgertions, and there is no other .authority for them
I am a liar ; but if Almighty God bears witness to my trath n(;
one can give the lie to me.”

A Challenge.

In particular, the fate of Dr. Dowie and Mr Pigott will furnish
a sign of the authority of the new Messiah. From the ‘ranslator’s
note we learn that in September of last year a challenge was sent
to Dr. Dowie by the Promised Messiah through a monthly periodical
published at Qadian, called the “Review of Religions.” Dr. Dowie
it seems, had predicted that all Muhammadans would perish becauso
they did not recognise Jesus Christ as God and Dowie as Elijah
The challenge provoked by this statement was in these terms]'—:
« Whether the God of Muhammadans or the God of Dowie is th
true God may be settled without the loss of millions of lives whice
Dr. Dowie’s prediction would involve. That method is that withou}1
threatening the Muhammadan public in general with destruction, he
should choose me as his opponent and pray to God that of us two
whosoever is the liar may perish first. . . . In making this
proposal I have not tuken the initiative but the jealous God has
inspired me. . . .7

And a Prophecy.

Openly no notice has been taken of this challenge, but it is
alleged that it has not been without result, since in a recent issue
of “Leaves of Healing,” the organ of his sect, Dr. Dowie. condemned
Christians for believing in the Trinity and sympathised with Jews
and Muhammadans who recognise the Unity of God. In his predic-
tions (dated the 23d of last August), Mirza Ghulam Ahmad states
that he will wait seven months longer for a reply to his challenge
If Dr. Dowie accepts the challenge within this period, and fulfils ali
the conditions, ¢ the world will soon see the end of this contest. I
am about 70 years of age, while Dr Dowie is about 55. . . . But
since the matter is not to be settled by age, I do not care for this
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great disparity in years.” 1f Dowie still refuses to take up the
challenge, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad declares that the pretensions of the
Awmerican prophet will be proved to be an imposture. As to Mr.
Pigott, the Promised Messiah prophesies that that “ arrogant pre-
tender to Divinity . . . shall be brought to destruction within
my life-time.” :
Bold Assertion.

Lt is not, perhaps, without interest to note that in the concluding
sentence of his note the translator calls attention to an article in the
¢ Review of Religions ” for the last month, “showing that Jesus
did not die upon the Cross, but that having escaped from it with His
life, He subsequently died at Srinagar (Cashmir), where His tomb
may still be seen in the Khan Yar Street.” Glasgow Harold.

Ox~E cannot be surprised that destructive Biblical criticism is
now used as a weapon by Muhammadans and others to enforce their
arguments against Christianity. These Christians, they say, who are
sending out missionaries to convert us do not themselves believe their
own Bible. Some of their leading men, they add, have proved it
false, deny its recorded miracles, the divinity of Jesus Christ, His
Resurrection, &c. It is evident that missionary work must suffer
greately in the more civilised and better-educated countries where
heathen teachers can point out that in our own seats of learning there
are professors who devote their lives to prove that the Bible is full
of error. Not long ago a conference of missionaries was held at
Calcutta, and the subject of Higher Criticism was discussed. A report
of this was carefully studied by a Muhammadan controversialist,
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who, in an article which appears in his
magazine, the Review of Religions, quotes some of the so-called
results of Biblical Criticism, claims the destructive critics as his
co-workers against the Bible and Christianity, charges the mis-
sionaries with teaching what is known to be error, and holds up
the Koron as the only book on the face of the earth which claims
to be the true and unmixed Word of God. He proceeds to argue
that « the truth of the Higher Criticism and the error of the Bible
being recognised, it is difficult to see how the Christian religion can
stand for one moment.”

Tue Mirza brings forward the  Encyclopzdia Biblica? as a
proof of what he says, and he quotes from the arvicle on the Gospels
by the Professor of New Testament Exegesis at Zurich, Paul W.
Schmiedel. . For in Switzerland, as well as in England, there are
men who hold positions and retain emolaments which they could
only have secured by professing their faith in the very Word which
they now attack. Here we have a professor of New Testament
Exegesis who sees very little in the Gospels that can be regarded as
credible, who says, after some columus of destructive eriticism, that
“The foregoing sections may have sometimes seemed to raise a doubt
whether any credible elements were to be found in the Gospels at
all.”  Professor Schmiedel finds, however, some fow passages which
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he thinks may be genuine—some five passages, to which he after-
wards adds four. Of course, according to the Professor, none of the
miracles are true. The feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000, the raising
of the dead, the cleansing of the lepers, the lame walking, the blind
seeing, were not, he tells us, historical circumstances at all, they refer
not to the physically, but to the spiritually dead, blind, lame, &ec.
This is very much like much other matter” which can be found in
Dr. Cheyne’s ¢ Eacyclope lia Biblica,” and the Mirza quite agrees
with it. He calls it to witness to support his contentions, and he
welcomes the evidence of these Biblical professors and experts as
confirming his own views as a Mohammadan. The Bible the mis-
sionaries preach, he tells his co-religionists, is a book of lies ; their
own professors openly acknowledge it. The Professor of New Testa-
ment Exegesis at Zurich, he proceeds, can only find five absolutely
credible passages in the Gospels about Jesus, and these he quotes,
The Mirza quotes a further passage from Schmiedel to prove that
Christians themselves do not believe in Christ’s divinity “We have
to do,” says Professor Schmiedel, “with a completely human being,
and the divine is to be sought in Him only in the form in which it
is capable of being found in a man.” The * Encyclopedia Biblica,”
i3 a rich mine of information for men like the Mirza and for all
enemies of the Bible and Christianity, and these men are not anxious
to give the other side of the question, the scientific refutations of the
heresies in which they delight. As we remarked a fortnight ago, such
teaching as we have referred to in the * Encyclopadia Biblica ” “ con-
stitutes the deadliest peril that assails the truth of God at the present
day” ; the “ toleration by the Church of England of such opinions is
not only a terrible blot but a potent engine alike of Romanism and of
Dissent in discrediting her catholicity and in winning proselytes from
her fold.” And now, in the light of this Muhammadan experience,
we may add that it is proving the greatest obstacle to the spread of
Christ’s Gospel in heathen lands.—Church Family Newspaper.

Dowie Challenged.
Indian Mes8iah Dares Him to Prove His Claims. v

Dowie has a rival.. From faraway India comes & printed ecircular
from Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who writes from Quadian, in the Punjab,

H.e.h.as issued a challenge to Elijah TII. to make good his pretensions,
bus so far Zion City’s own and especial messiah has failed to reply.

In support of his claims to divinity the Indian Messiah declares
that when the Lord saw how badly things were being managed on
earth He raised him in the land of the Punjab ¢ for His works are
wonderful.”

“ I am the true Messiah who was to come in the last ages: thus
has Almighty God spoken to me,” he announces. “T do not claim to
be the Promised Messiah simply by my own assertion, but Almighty
God who made the earth and heaven has borne witness to the truth of
my claim. The evidence of God has been manifested in hundreds of
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heavenly signs shown in my support. Isay it truly that Almighty
God has poured His grace upon me in far greater abundance than
upon the Messiah who has gone before me. In the lookingglass of my
person the face of God is revealed to a far greater extent than in tha
of Jesus’s person. If these are simply my own assertions, and there ig
no other authority for them, I am a liar ; but if Almighty God bears
witness to my truth no one can give the lie to me. Thousands of
times— I should say times without number—has He borne witness to
the truth of my claim.

“ A sign of the evidence of God in my favor will appear on the
death of Mr. Pigott, the arrogant pretender to divinity, who shall be
brought to destruction within my lifetime. Another sign will appear
on Dr. Dowie’s acceptance of my challenge. If the pretender of Elijah-
ship shows his willingness by any direct or indirect means to enter
the lists against me, he shali leave the world before my eyes with great
gorrow and torment. These two sigus are particularly for Europe and
America: ah ! that they ponder over them and benefit by them.

“ It should be borne in mind that Dr. Dowie has not given any
reply to my challenge sent to him in September last, nor has he even
80 much as mentioned it in his paper. For an answer to that chal-
lenge T will wait for a further period of seven months from this day,
the 23rd of August, 1908. If he accepts the challenge within this
period and fulfils all its conditions as published by me previously, and

makes an announcement to that effect in his paper, the world, will.soon ..

S5 St Ul biis Gulies.  “PRET GBOUE “séventy 'years of age, while
Dr. Dowie is about fifty-five, and, therefore, compared with me, he is
& young man still. But since the matter is not to be settled by age,
I do not care for this great disparity in years. The whole matter
rests in the hands of Him who is the Lord of heaven and earth and
Judge over all judges, and He will decide it in favor of the true
claimant.

“ But if Dr. Dowie cannot, even now, gather caurage to appear in
the contest against me, let both continents bear witness that I shall
be entitled to claim the same victory as in the case of his death in my
lifetime if he accepts the challenge. The pretensions of Dr. Dowie
will thus be falsified and proved to be an importure. Though he
may try as hard as he can to fly from the death which awaits him, yet
his flight from such a mighty contest will be nothing less than death
t0 him, and calamity will certainly overtake his Zion, for he must take
the consequences of either the acceptance of the challenge or its

refusal.”
In view of the fact that Ahmad appears to have Dr. Dowie in a
corner it may be possible that the latter will perfer to stay there

rather than come out in the open and “leave the world with great
sorrow and torment.”—New York Commercial Advertiser.
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The Teachinas of Islam

Digitized by Khitafat Library

MIRZA CHULAM AHMAD.

The Promised Messiah and Mahdi, and Founder of the
Ahmadiyya Movement, Qadian.

This book deals with the following five fundamental
doctrines of religion from the Muslim point of view :—(1) The
physical, moral and spiritual conditions of man, (2) the state of
man in the after life, (3) the real object of the existence of man
and the means of its attainment, (4) the effect of actions 1n the
present life and the life to come, (5) the sources of Divine

knowledge.
| OPINIONS.

T"heosophical Boole Nutes :—** 'I'he best and most attractive

prescutation of the Faith of Muhammad which we have

yet come across.’’

The Indian Spectator :—** An exposition of the teachings
of the Koran in A very attractive form . . . . . there is nothing
disputatious and nothing which is not drawn direct from
the Koran.” -

T'he English Mail :—*‘ A summary of really Islamic i1deas.”

The Indian Review:—** A very entertaining and pleasant
reading, lucid, comprehensive and philosophical . .. .. ..
evokes admiration. The book deserves to be in the hands of
every Muhammadan studeunt and also in the libraries of those
who wish to know something of Muhammadan religion.”

The Spiritual Journal, Boston :—** Pure Gospel.”

T'he Bristol 1imes and Mivror :—* Clearly 1t is no ordinary
person who thus addresees himself to the West.”

The Muslim Review :—** The reader will meet with many
true, profound, original and inspiring ideas which would 1nterest

“ the Muslims and von-Mushus alike.  Strongly commended.”

The Seotsman :—** Sure of a welcome by the students of
comparative religion.”

My. George Bain, Wick Paris Carnegie Free FPublie
Library :—** The ideas are very thoughtful.”

Mary A. Hunt, Aurora, Illinois:—* Plain and concise
explanation of the teachings of Islam.”

Myr. P. E. Kidavu Koya, Kalpeni Island :—*‘ Fountain of

divine knowledge.”
Price Re. 1=4 or 1s. 8d. net.
To be had from THE MANAGER,

i ““ Review of Religions,” Qadian, India.

Or ‘-"'__Ahmadiyya;M(wement; " 4], Great Russe Streeb,
W. C., London.
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