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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Fazal Ahmad-London, UK

Integration of Muslims
Problems with extremists, ter-
rorists, fundamentalists, and
waves of protests and demands
from Muslims living in the West
have sparked demands from both
the media and politicians for
greater integration of Muslims in
western society. So what is
integration, and what level of
integration would be appro-
priate?

Integration does not mean that we
all need to look the same, dress
the same and behave the same
way. It does mean that we need to
find common values and create a
climate of mutual respect and
tolerance. We need to commu-
nicate effectively with each other.

Muslims alone belong to a
universal religion — no other
religion can authenticate their
universality from their teachings
— and are best equipped to
integrate in a global village.
Muslims have and can integrate
in so many ways. They can

become volunteers in their local
communities to help the sick, the
elderly, the disabled and the
homeless. They can visit those in
prison and give them hope. They
can play an active part in charity
work. Muslims have been doing
this  integration which is
appreciated by all.

Muslims are encouraged by their
faith to be loyal to their country.
They are encouraged to obey and
respect the Laws and institutions
of these countries. In Europe or
North America, the state has not
made worship 1mpossible or
forced people to abandon their
values.

Muslims are also directed by the
Qur’an to show respect for all
faiths and cultures. Moderate
Muslims throughout the West
have been promoting construc-
tive dialogue between faiths just
as this magazine has done for over
a century.

Integration also means that
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Muslims can adopt the good
traits of the host communities
such as honesty, environmental
awareness, charity, liberal
thinking and freedom of
conscience that are all integral to
Islam.

Integration does not mean that
Muslims must abandon modest
dress and adopt the dress code of
the West. Integration does not
mean that Muslims must adopt
local customs of eating and
drinking, particularly alcoholism
and partying. If anything,
abstinence from alcohol,
although seen a while back as a
hindrance to our integration,
now is accepted as a virtue to
which the rest of society should
aspire.

The appalling activites of a tiny
minority of political extremists
who have hijacked the name of
Islam have made life much
harder for the vast majority of
Muslims who are moderate and
well-balanced. Western poli-
ticians are now being drawn into
debates about what Muslims
should wear and lecture Muslims

on how they must behave and
bring up their children.

What is needed at this time is a
sense of calm and unity among
all decent people in society. This
situation needs strong and
responsible leadership on both
sides to foster a climate of
tolerance, security and mutual
respect. Many Muslims already
play an active and productive
role in society, and this helps
achieve true social integration
unlike the unhelpful prodding of
a minority of politicans picking
on divisive issues such as veils,
or deliberately insisting upon
their right to freedom of speech
that leaves the community
feeling vulnerable and offended.
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ESSENCE OF ISLAM:

Comprehensiveness of the Holy Qur’an — Part 13

This series sets out, in the words of the Promised Messiah(®), Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad, a summary of his exposition of four outstanding topics: ISLAM; ALLAH,
THE EXALTED; THE HOLY PROPHET®® and THE HOLY QUR’AN. The original
compilation, in Urdu, from which these extracts have been translated into English, was
collated with great care and diligence by Syed Daud Ahmad Sahib, Allah have mercy
on him and reward him graciously for his great labour of love. Amin. The English
rendering is by the late Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, may Allah be pleased with
him, and is quoted from The Essence of Islam, Volume 1. All references throughout,
unless otherwise specifically mentioned, are from the Holy Qur’an.

Comprehensiveness of the Holy
Qur’an

The holy and perfect teaching is
that of the Holy Qur'an which
nourishes every branch of the
human tree. The Qur’an does not
stress only one side. Sometimes
it urges forgiveness and
forbearance on condition that
they should be appropriate, and
sometimes on proper occasions,
it directs the punishment of an
offender. In truth the Holy
Qur’an is a picture of the Divine
law of nature, which is visible
everywhere. It 1is perfectly

reasonable that the word of God
and the work of God should be in
accord with each other, that is to
say, as the work of God Almighty
appears in the world, the true
Book of God should teach in
accordance with that work, and
not that His work should
manifest one thing and His word
should manifest something else.
We observe in God’s work that
there is not always forgiveness
and forbearance but that He
punishes offenders with diverse
types of chastisement. Such
punishment is mentioned in the
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previous Books also. Our God is
not only Compassionate but is
also Wise and His torment is
great. The True Book is the one
which is in accord with this law
of nature, and the True Word of
God is that which 1is not
inconsistent with His work. We
do not find that God has treated
His creation always with
compassion and forbearance and
that there is no chastisement.
Even today, God Almighty has,
for the chastisement of the
wicked, prophesied through me
the occurrence of a great and
terrible earthquake which will
destroy them.
(Chashma-e-Masihi, Ruhani
Khaza'in, Vol. 20, pp.346-347)

We had raised an objection to the
current Gospels that the Gospels
do not provide for the
development of all man’s
faculties and that even the
portions of them relating to
moral qualities are taken from
the Torah. This caused great
humiliation to the Christian
priests. To this some Christians
replied that:

The founder of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim community was Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad®s.

The founder of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim community was Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad®s). In 1891,
he claimed, on the basis of Divine
revelation, that he was the Promised
Messiah and Mahdi whose advent
had been foretold by Muhammad,
the Holy Prophet of Islam (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
and by the scriptures of other faiths.

His claim constitutes the basis of the
beliefs of the Ahmadiyya Muslim
community.

‘Divine Books are concerned
only with morals and that the
punishment of offences is not
appropriate for a Book of
God, inasmuch as offences
should be punished according
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to changing cir-cumstances
which are unlimited and it is
not proper that there should
be a fixed law laying down
penalties. Every penalty
should be such as is in accord
with the times and is helpful
for the warning and restraint
of offenders. Fixed penalties
are not beneficial for the
reform of people. In the same
way, civil, criminal and
revenue laws should not be
fixed and rigid, as they would
create  difficulties under
changing circumstances. For
instance, they might adverse-
ly affect commercial
conditions  which  have
become current and cannot be
avoided, or a penal law might
not be helpful where
offenders have become
accustomed to one kind of
punishment, or may not be
amenable to it.’

I would say that this type of
thinking proceeds from people
who have not studied the Holy
Qur’an with care. The directions
contained in the Holy Qur’an
with regard to civil, criminal and

revenue matters are of two types.
One, which lays down the details
of punishment or of procedure,
and the other which only
prescribes the principle and does
not lay down any specific
direction. The purpose of the
latter is to provide guidance for
the meeting of new circum-
stances. For instance, at one
place the Holy Qur’an lays down
the rule of a tooth for a tooth and
an eye for an eye, This is a
detail. In another place, the
principle is set forth:

And the recompense of an
injury is an injury the like
thereof. (Ch.42:V.41)

On reflection we find that this
principle is laid down for the
widening of the law in cases
where the specific law cannot be
carried into effect. For instance,
if a person who has lost his own
teeth breaks the tooth of another,
he ceases to be amenable to the
rule of a tooth for a tooth, for he
has no teeth himself. In the same
way, if a blind person should
destroy the eye of another
person, he cannot be deprived of
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his own eye, for he has none.
The Holy Qur’an lays down
general principles to meet such
cases and by doing so
encourages everyone to deduce
rules suitable to every case. It is
a pity that the Torah does not
follow this method and the
Gospel is wholly deprived of this
teaching. It only lays down a few
moral exhortations, but they are
not part of any code or system of
law. The statement of the
Christians that the Gospel has
left legal matters to the
intelligence of people is not a
matter of pride, but one of
remorse and shame, for
whatever is not laid down as
universal law and is not spelled
out in terms of any regulatory
principles, is liable to be
misused and become an evil,
however good its purpose might
be.

(Kitab-ul-Bariyyah, Ruhani
Kaza’in, Vol. 13, pp.87-88)

God Almighty, Who knows the
secrets of the hearts, is witness
that if anyone is able to point out
a defect in the teaching of the
Holy Qur’an to the extent of a

thousandth part of a particle, or is
able to point out an excellence in
his own book, which is opposed
to the teaching of the Qur’an and
excels it, we would be prepared
to submit ourselves to the penalty
of death.
(Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani
Khaza’in, Vol.1, p.298, sub
footnote 2)

Holy Qur’an Accords with
Human Nature

Of all the current revealed Books
on earth, the Holy Qur’an is the
only Book which is conclusively
proven to be the Word of God. Its
teachings for salvation are based
entirely on truth and are in
accordance with human nature.
Its doctrines are so perfect and
firm that strong proofs bear
witness to their truth. Its
commandments are based upon
truth. Its teachings are free from
every type of polytheism,
innovation and worship of
creatures. It is full of eagerness
for the mani-festation of the
Unity of God and of Divine
greatness and of the perfection of
the Lord of Honour. It is replete
throughout with the Unity of the
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Divine and does not tolerate any
kind of deficiency or defect or
unworthy attributes in the case of
the Creator. It does not impose
any doctrine by mere authority,
but sets down reasons for the
truth of that which it teaches. It
establishes every purpose with
proofs and arguments. It sets
forth reasons for the truth of
every principle and carries the
mind to perfect certainty and full
understanding. It repels all evils
that afflict people’s doctrines,
actions and words, and works
with bright reasoning. It teaches
good manners, the knowledge of
which is necessary for every
human being. It repels every
corruption with as much force as
that which  inspires the
corruption. Its teaching is
straightforward and strong and
secure, as if it were a mirror of
the law of nature and is a true
reflection of it. It is an
enlightening sun for the insight
of the heart. It expounds the
details of the principles of reason
and corrects its deficiencies.

Other books that are called
revealed are in their present

condition deprived of all these
perfect qualities and contain
many wrong conceptions with
regard to the Being and attributes
of the Divine. The followers of
these books profess strange
doctrines. Some of them deny
God being the Creator and All-
Powerful and set themselves up
as His partners in being eternal
and self-existent. Some set up
idols and images and deities as
partners with the Divine and
managers of His kingdom. Some
fashion sons and daughters and
grandsons and grand-daughters
for Him. Some worship Him in
the form of an alligator or
tortoise. In short, they run ahead
of each other as if the Perfect
Being is most unfortunate that
He has not been able to attain the
perfection which reason
demanded for Him. When I
discovered people involved in
such false doctrines and aftlicted
with so much error, my heart
trembled and melted and I felt it
a bounden duty and obligation to

write this book for their
guidance, which I shall fully
discharge.

(Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani
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Khaza’in, Vol. 1 pp.81-83)
Evidences of Truth and
Superiority of the Holy Qur’an
The external evidence of the truth
and superiority of the Holy
Qur’an is of four types. One, that
is derived from those matters
which need to be reformed; and
second, that is derived from those
matters which need to be
perfected; and third, which is
derived from matters which
manifest the power of God; and
fourth, which is derived from
matters relating to the unseen.
The internal evidence of the truth
and superiority of the Holy
Qur’an is all derived from
matters manifesting the Power of
God.

Matters that need to be reformed
are false doctrines which people
have adopted in place of true
doctrines and righteous action,
and which have become so
widespread that Divine favour
should address itself to their
reform.

Matters that need to be perfected
relate to the teachings which are
found in a defective condition in

all revealed books, and whose
defectiveness and imperfection
are manifested by comparison
with perfect teachings and which,
therefore, demand a revealed
Book which should perfect them.

Matters which Manifest the
Power of God are of two kinds.
One, external, by which are
meant matters which are created
by God without any human
planning and which invest every
particle with that majesty, dignity
and greatness, the acquisition of
which is impossible according to
reason and the like of which is
not to be found anywhere in the
world.

Secondly, internal. By these are
meant those beauties of form and
meaning of the revealed Book
which cannot be matched by
human faculties and which, by
being in fact matchless and
peerless, point to a Unique and
All-Powerful One and are thus a
mirror pointing to God.

By matters relating to the unseen
are meant matters which proceed
from the tongue of a person with
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regard to whom it is certain that
their exposition is beyond his
power. That is to say, by
comparing them with the
circumstances of that person it
becomes obvious that they are
neither natural to him nor could
have been acquired by
observation or reflection; nor
should it be possible to imagine
that he could have obtained
knowledge of them from one
who was familiar with them.
They may not be matters which
are beyond the power of matters
which are beyond the power of
another person. Thus they are
relative matters, that is to say,
when they are attributed to some
particular person they can be
considered as relating to the
unseen and when they are
attributed to some other persons
they have not this quality.
(Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani
Khaza'in, Vol. 1, pp. 143-145)

Miracles of the Holy Qur’an

Some of the miracles and
prophecies of the Holy Qur’an
are such that they can be
witnessed and experienced by us
even in this age and no one can

deny them.

The miracle of the sign of
chastisement which was shown
to the disbelievers of that time is
a sign to which we are also
witness, the reason being that it
is the necessary consequence of
premises that are certain and
which cannot be denied by
anyone. The first premise is that
this sign was demanded when the
Holy Prophetsav and his few
companions were being
persecuted in diverse ways in
Makkah.

That was a time of such
weakness for Islam that the
disbelievers of Makkah mocked
at the Muslims and said: If you
are right, then how is it that you
are suffering so much at our
hands and God, upon Whom you
rely, Who does not help you and
why are you so small in numbers
that you will be soon destroyed?
If you are in the right why are we
not chastised? What was said to
the disbelievers in reply is set out
in the Holy Qur’an at diverse
places and that constitutes the
second premise for the
appreciation of the grandeur of
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this prophecy. That was a time
when the lives of the Holy
Prophets=w) and his companions
were always in danger and
failure stared them in the face in
all directions. At such a time, in
answer to the demand of the
disbelievers for a sign of
chastisement, it was stated
plainly that they would soon be
shown the sign of the victory of
Islam and their own punishment.
It was said that Islam, which
appeared as a seed at the time,
would one day manifest itself as
a large tree and that those who
demand a sign of chastisement
will one day be put to the sword
and the whole of Arabia would
be cleared of disbelievers. The
sovereignty over Arabia would
pass to the Muslims and God
Almighty would so firmly
establish Islam in Arabia that
idol worship would be abolished
forever and the state of fear of
the Muslims would be replaced
by security. Islam would grow
strong and would become
supreme till other countries
would fall under the shadow of
its victory which would extend to
far regions and a great kingdom

would be established which
would endure till the end of the
world.

If a person considers both these
premises and finds out that the
time when this prophecy was
made was a time of great distress
for Islam, and the prophecy that

was made was altogether
opposed to the prevailing
circumstances and appeared

wholly impossible, and then
looks at the history of Islam,
which is well-known to enemies
and friends, and sees how clearly
it was fulfilled and how its
fulfilment awed the hearts and
how it was manifested with full
power and strength in the east
and the west, he would
appreciate it as a miracle
witnessed by himself regarding
which he would have no doubt
whatever left. The second
miracle of the Holy Qur’an
which we can appreciate as eye
witnesses, 1s the wonderful
changes that were manifested in
the companions of the Holy
Propheteaw) through the blessing
of the following of the Holy
Qur’an and the effect of the
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company of the Holy Prophettaw.
When we see what kind of
people they were before they
embraced Islam and what were
their ways and habits, and then in
consequence of  keeping
company with the Holy
Prophettaw and following the
Holy Qur’an, how they changed
from their low condition into a
clean and pure condition in their
beliefs, their morals, their
conduct, their conversation, their
behaviour and all their ways, we
would have to confess that this
great change, which invested
their rusted personalities with a
wonderful freshness and
bestowed upon them light and
brightness, was an extraordinary
transformation brought about by
the hand of God Almighty. This
transformation was so extra-
ordinary as to deserve being
called a miracle.

A third miracle of the Holy
Qur’an present before our eyes is
its verities, insights and fine
points with which its eloquent
composition is replete. This
miracle has been set forth very
forcefully in the Holy Qur’an. It

is said that, if all men, high and
low, were to combine together to
produce its like, it would not be
possible for them to do so (please
see Ch.17:V.89 set out on page
14 of this issue [ed]). This
miracle is proved by the fact that
during the last 1,300 years,
although the Holy Qur’an has
been very widely published and
challenges are being hurled right
and left, yet no one has ever
dared to take up the challenge.
This proves clearly that all
human faculties are unable to
compete with the Holy Qur’an.

Even if out of the hundreds of
excellences of the Holy Qur’an,
only one is put forward and its
match 1s demanded, it is
impossible for any human being
to put forward the like of it. For
instance, one of the excellences
of the Holy Qur’an is that it
comprises all religious insights
and there is no religious verity
related to truth and wisdom
which is not found in the Holy
Qur’an. Is there anyone who can
put forward any other book
which has this quality? If anyone
doubts the fact that the Holy
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Qur’an is comprehensive of all
religious verities, then such a
doubter, whether Christian, Arya,
Brahmu or atheist, can satisfy
himself by examining the matter
in his own way and we take the
responsibility of satisfying him,
provided he turns to us as a
seeker after truth. All the holy
verities that are contained in the
Bible, or the words of truth and
wisdom which we have seen in
the books of philosophers, or the
verities that have found place by
chance in the Vedas or are still to
be found in them which we have
seen, or the wisdom and
understanding which are set out
in the hundreds of books of the
Sufis, which we have come to
know, are all found in the Holy
Qur’an.

This perfect research which we
have carried out in depth during
thirty years has disclosed to us
conclusively and certainly, that
there is no spiritual verity which
is helpful for the perfection of the
soul and for the training of
intellect and the heart which is
not mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an. This is not only our

experience, but is the claim of the
Holy Qur’an, which has been
tested not only by me, but by
thousands of divines from the
very beginning who have borne
witness to its truth.

A fourth miracle of the Holy
Qur’an is its spiritual effects
inherent in it from the beginning.
This means that its followers are
accepted of the Divine and are
honoured with the converse of
God. Their supplications are
accepted by God Almighty, and
He responds to them with love
and mercy, and He informs them
of some hidden mysteries as He
informs the Prophets and
distinguishes them from other
people by bestowing upon them
signs of His support and help.
This is also a sign which will
continue till the Day of
Judgement among the Muslims.
It has been manifested throughout
and is present even today. There
are today among the Muslims
people whom God the Glorious,
through His special support,
honours with true revelation and
visions relating to hidden matters.
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O ye who are seekers after truth!
and O ye who are hungry and
thirsty for true signs! consider
justly and with a pure vision of
what high degree are the signs
which God Almighty has set forth
in the Holy Qur’an and how they
are present and perceptible in
every age. The miracles of
previous Prophets are now mere
stories and we do not know to
what degree they are true.
(Tasdig-un-Nabi, pp.20-23 or
Maktubat-e-Ahmadiyya, Vol.3,
pp. 49-53)

Miracles of the Holy Qur’an
The miracles and extraordinary
signs of the Holy Qur’an are of
four types; (1) miracles relating
to the intellect; (2) miracles
relating to knowledge; (3)
miracles relating to spiritual
blessings; and (4) miracles
relating to external causes.

The first three are miracles of the
inherent qualities of the Holy
Qur’an. They are very grand and
are susceptible of obvious proof.
They can be witnessed in every
age like visible realities, but the
fourth kind are external matters

which are not inherent in the
Holy Qur’an. Of these is the
miracle of the splitting of the
moon. The true excellence and
beauty of the Holy Qur’an are
exhibited in the first three kinds
of miracles. Indeed, this is the
great sign of all Divine words
that these three kinds of miracles
should be found in them. In the
Holy Qur’an all three are found
in a high and perfect and
complete degree, and they are
put forward by the Holy Qur’an
repeatedly as proof of its being
matchless and peerless, as it is
said:

Say, ‘If mankind and the Jinn
gathered together to produce
the like of this Qur’an, they
could not produce the like
thereof, even though they

should help one another.’
(Ch.17:V.89)

Proclaim to these disbelievers
that if all humans and genii, that
is, the entire creation, were to
agree to produce the like of this
Qur’an, they would not be able to
produce a book which combines
the internal and external qualities
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of the Holy Qur’an even though
they all help each other in the
effort.

At another place it is said:

...Nothing have We left out in
the Book...
(Ch.6:V.39)

In other words:

...reciting unto them the Pure
Scriptures.  Therein  are

lasting commandments.
(Ch.98:Vs.3-4)

The Holy Qur’an comprises the
sum and substance of all divine
scriptures.

At another place it is said:

If We had sent down this
Qur’an on a mountain, thou
wouldst certainly have seen it
humbled and rent asunder for
fear of Allah. And these are
similitudes that We set forth
for mankind that they may
reflect.

(Ch.59:V.22)

We have revealed this Qur’an to
you; had it been sent down on a
mountain, it would have been
rent asunder in fear and awe of
Allah.  We narrate these
illustrations so that people reflect
upon the grandeur of the Word of
God.

Besides this, large numbers of
miracles of external changes are
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.
Miracles of this kind are like
ornaments for the beauty of the
Qur’an with which handsome
people are bedecked. It is
obvious that what is beautiful in
itself does not need any ornament
though an ornament enhances its
beauty to some degree.

These miracles that are
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an
are of diverse types. One is that
through the prayer of the Holy
Prophetsav  God  Almighty
manifested His powerful control
over the heavens and split the
moon into two pieces. Secondly,
the change that God Almighty
brought about on earth through
the prayers of the Holy
Propheteaw) which appeared in the
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form of a famine that lasted for
seven years, whereby people were
so overcome that they ground
down bones and swallowed them.
Thirdly, the miraculous control
that was exercised on the day of
the migration of the Holy
Prophetsaw to safeguard him
against the mischief of the
disbelievers. When the dis-
believers of Makkah resolved to
kill him, God, the Glorious,
informed the Holy Prophettw) of
their design and commanded him
to migrate from Makkah to
Madinah and gave him the good
news of his victorious return. It
was a Wednesday, the time was
around midday, and the day was
very hot, when this trial was
manifested by God. In this
situation of distress when the
Holy Prophetsaw was about to
leave his home town suddenly,
and his enemies had surrounded
his house with the design of
killing him, a close relative whose
being was compounded of love
and faith laid himself down, under
the direction of the Holy
Prophete=w) on his bed, covering
his face so that the spies of the
enemies should not investigate the

departure of the Holy Prophetew
and deeming the substitute to be
the Holy Propheteav himself
should continue to wait for killing
him.

‘No one offers his head, or
sacrifices his life for someone
else. Love alone makes one
perform this task with utmost
sincerity’.

After the Holy Prophettav had
left, leaving his faithful relative in
his place, and his enemies
discovered his departure, these
wicked people pursued him with
the intention of killing him
somewhere on the way. At that
time of distress, the Holy
Prophets=w) was accompanied
only by one sincere and faithful
friend. But as ever, and also in the
course of that dangerous journey,
his Lord Who had sent this perfect
and faithful servant of His into the
world for carrying out a grand
reform was with him. In order to
safeguard this dear servant of His,
He exercised wonderful control in
many ways which are mentioned
briefly in the Holy Qur’an. One of
them was that none of his enemies
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noticed his departure though it
was morning time and his
enemies were surrounding his
house. As is mentioned in Surah
Yasin, God Almighty put a
covering on the eyes of all those
wretches and the Holy Propheteaw
left unnoticed.

Another extraordinary manifes-
tation that God, the Glorious,
exhibited for safeguarding His
immaculate Prophetsav) was that,
though his enemies arrived
outside the cave in which the
Holy Prophets=v) was hidden with
his companion, they could not see
him for God Almighty had sent a
pair of pigeons which built a nest
the same night at the entrance to
the cave and also laid their eggs
there and by Divine command a
spider also wove its web at the
place, whereby the enemies of the
Prophetsaw  were misled and
returned frustrated. Another
miracle that occurred was that an
opponent of the Holy Prophettaw
who was riding a horse on the
way to Madinah, tried to approach
the Holy Prophettav) and through
the latter's prayer the hooves of
his horse sank into the earth and

he fell down, whereupon he asked
for forgiveness of the Holy
Prophets=w and turned away.
Another miraculous event that
occurred was that when being
provoked by their failure, his
enemies advanced against the
Holy Prophettaw with a large
army so that they might destroy
the Muslims, who were small in
number, and thus root out Islam,
God, the Glorious, created
confusion among the enemy
forces at Badr in consequence of
the Holy Prophetav throwing a
handful of gravel at his enemies,
and thus brought about their
defeat. God Almighty caused this
handful of gravel to make the
enemy leaders blind and confused
them and rooted them to the earth
and made them fall down dead at

the spots which the Holy
Prophets=v) had specified in
advance.

The Holy Qur’an mentions
several other instances of Divine
intervention and succour, that
were miraculous in nature. The
sum and substance of this is that
God Almighty raised the Holy
Propheteaw) at a time when he was
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poor, an orphan, alone and
helpless and then within a short
period of time, which was even
less than thirty years, made him
victorious over a large part of the
world and made him supreme
over the Byzantine emperor and
the kings of Syria, Egypt, and the
countries between the Tigris and
the Euphrates. Similarly, within a
short period of time, He spread
the Muslim victories as far as the
Oxus river. The Holy Qur’an had
foretold the spread of Islam in
these countries. Considering the
Muslims’ lack of resources and
their wonderful victories, wise
and learned Europeans have
testified that there is no other
instance in the history of the
world of such rapid advance as
that of Islam and the Islamic
kingdom. It is obvious that what
is matchless is also called
miraculous. In short, many
external changes of a miraculous
nature are men-tioned in the
Holy Qur’an. Indeed, every part
of this holy word announces

aloud instances of Divine
support.

(Surmah Chashm Arya, Ruhani
Khaza’in, Vol.2, pp.60-67,

footnote)

Doors to Divine Understanding
Opened by the Holy Qur’an
The Holy Qur’an opens three
doors for bestowing the
understanding of truth. One is the
door of reason. The way of
reasoning has been perfectly
employed for the recognition of
the existence of God and His
attributes of Creation, Unity,
Power, Compassion and Self-
Subsistence. In the course of this
reasoning logic and eloquence,
physics and medicine, astronomy
and mathematics, philosophy and
the method of debate, have all
been brought into play most
appropriately whereby difficult
problems have been resolved.
This method is extraordinary and
is a miracle of reasoning. Great
philosophers who invented logic
and laid down the rules of
philosophy and occupied them-
selves much with physics and
astronomy were not able, on
account of the deficiency of their
reason, to employ this learning in
support of their faith. Nor were
they able to correct their own
mistakes or confer any religious
benefit upon others. Indeed most
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of them remained atheists or
heretics or weak of faith, and
those of them who believed in
God Almighty to some degree
mixed up error and truth and
compounded the impure with the
pure and thus went astray. It is
thus miraculous that this Divine
reasoning commits no mistake
and has employed the learnings
that we have mentioned for such
a high purpose as no human being
has attempted. It is enough proof
that the statements of the Holy
Qur’an with regard to the
existence of the Divine and His
attributes of Unity and Creation
and other perfect attributes, are so
comprehensive that they cannot
be exceeded, nor is it possible for
any man to put forth a new
argument. If anyone doubts this,
let him put forward some
intellectual reasoning in support
of the existence or the Unity or
Creativeness or any other Divine
attribute, so that we might point
out from the Holy Qur’an the
same arguments or even better
ones for which we make
ourselves responsible. This claim
and this praise of the Qur’an are
not mere words, but are true in

fact, and no one can put forward
an argument in support of the true
doctrine which the Holy Qur’an
has not put forward. The Holy
Qur’an at many places loudly
claims perfect comprehen-
siveness for itself ....

The second door of Divine
understanding which the Holy
Qur’an has opened wide, is
intellectual fine points which on
account of their extraordinary
nature could be called intellec-
tual miracles. They are of many
types. First, the knowledge of the
insights of the faith, that is to say,
all high insights in the matter of
faith and all its holy verities and
all the fine points of the
knowledge of the Divine which
are needed in this world for the
perfection of the soul are fully set
out in the Holy Qur’an; so also,
all the illnesses of the self that
incite to sin and its passions and
all the remedies and require-
ments that are needed and all the
ways of the purification of the
soul and all the signs and
characteristics and essentials and
high moral qualities are fully
dealt with. No one can set forth a
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verity or Divine point or a way of
reaching God or a rare or holy
discipline or form of Divine
worship which is not mentioned
in the Qur’an. Secondly, there is
knowledge of the qualities of the
soul and of psychology which is
found in such a comprehensive
way in this miraculous Word that
those who reflect can appreciate
that this is not the work of any
except the All-Powerful. Thirdly,
there is the knowledge of the
beginning, of the hereafter, and
other hidden matters which are an
essential part of the word of the
Knower of the hidden, which
comforts the hearts and proves
the knowledge of the hidden
possessed by the All-Powerful
God. This knowledge is found in
such detail and abundance in the
Holy Qur’an that no other book
can compare with it in this
respect. Besides this, the Holy
Qur’an has also pressed into the
service of the faith knowledge of
other subjects, in a miraculous
manner. In this respect it has kept
in mind logic, physics,
philosophy, astronomy, psycho-
logy, medicine, mathematics, and
the knowledge of composition,

and has wused them for
expounding and explaining the
knowledge of the faith, or
facilitating its understanding, or
for drawing any conclusion from
it or repelling the objection of
some ignorant person. In short, all
these subjects are set out in the
Holy Qur’an for the service of the
faith in such an extraordinary
manner that every type of
intellect can derive benefit from
them....

The third door of the
understanding of the Divine
which the Holy Qur’an has
opened is the door of spiritual
blessings which can be called its
miracle of effect. Every
intelligent person knows that the
country of the birth of the Holy
Prophetsaw  was a  limited
peninsula called Arabia, which
was cut off from all other
countries. Even a bigoted
opponent, who has some
knowledge, cannot deny that
before the advent of the Holy
Prophetsav the people of this
country led a wild and animal
existence and were entirely
unaware of religion, or faith, or
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the rights of God, or the rights of
man, and that through the
centuries they had been steeped
in idol worship and other impure
notions, and had reached the
extremes of  debauchery,
drinking, gambling and other
vices, and did not regard theft,
robbery, murder, infanticide,
devouring the substance of
orphans or trespassing against the
rights of others as a sin. In short,
every vicious condition and
every type of darkness and
heedlessness enveloped the
hearts of the Arabs. Then, it is
also known that the same
ignorant and wild and impious
people embraced Islam and
accepted the Holy Qur’an and
were completely changed. The
effectiveness of the Divine Word
and the companionship of the
Immaculate  Prophettaw  so
changed their hearts suddenly
within a short time, that after
their period of ignorance they
were enriched with the insights
of faith, and abandoning the love
of the world, they were so lost in
the love of God that they
abandoned their homes and dear
ones, and their honour and

comforts for the sake of winning
the pleasure of Allah, the
Glorious.

Both these pictures of their
original condition and of the new
life, which they acquired after
their embracing Islam, are set out
so clearly in the Holy Qur’an that
a righteous and good-hearted
person’s eyes are filled with tears
at reading the account. What was
it then which pulled them away
from one world into another so
rapidly? There were two things;
one was that that immaculate
Propheteav) was most effective in
his holy power such as never was
nor will be. Secondly, it was the
mighty and wonderful effect of
the Holy Word of the absolutely
Powerful, Ever-Living and Self-
Subsisting God, which pulled a
large population out of thousands
of darknesses into the light.
Without doubt, this effect of the
Holy Qur’an is miraculous for no
one can cite another instance in
the world that a book had proved
so effective. Who can give proof
that another book brought about
such a change and such reform as
was brought about by the Holy
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Qur’an?
Hundreds of thousands of the
holy ones testify that by

following the Holy Qur’an,
Divine blessings descend upon
the heart and a wonderful
relationship is established with
the Divine. Divine lights and
revelation descend upon the
hearts, and insights and fine
points issue from mouths. They
are bestowed a strong trust and a
firm certainty and the delicious
love of God, which is nurtured
by the delight of meeting, is
generated in their hearts. If their
beings are ground down in the
mortar of calamities and are
squeezed in powerful presses,
their essence would be found
only to be the love of God. The
world is unaware of them and
they are far above and higher
than the world. The treatment
accorded to them by God is
miraculous. It has been disclosed
to them that God does exist; and
that He is One. When they pray
to Him, He hears them; and when
they call on Him, He responds to
them. When they seek refuge
with Him, He runs to them. He
loves them more than a father. He

rains down blessings on their
homes. They are recognised by
His overt and covert and spiritual
and material support. He helps
them in every field for they are
His and He is theirs. These things
are not without proof.

(Surmah Chashm Arya, Ruhani
Khaza’in, Vol. 2, pp.72-79,
footnote)
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Advancement and

Signs of the Latter Days - part2)

By Dr. Kaleem Malik — Chicago, USA

So now that the age of
information and technology and
knowledge have dawned, what
next? What is the application of
the potential of this knowledge?
According to the Holy Qur’an,
the sky is the limit.

The next verse states:

And when the heaven is laid
bare. (Ch.81:V.12)

Enter now the age of space
technology, advanced physics,
astronomy and cosmology. And
with  the proliferation of
knowledge, man will learn the
secrets of space. Having already
learned to fly, man sets higher
ambitions of space travel to
unlock the mysteries of extra-
terrestrial life, planets, galaxies
and other solar systems. Man has
set up space stations to observe
the heavens. Space stations in

themselves are a marvel of
scientific achievement which
allow man to peel back the
universe, layer 